
Curriculum Overview for Year 3 – Spring 1, 2023 

 
 

 

Literacy: 
Our key text this half term is The Firework Maker’s Daughter by Philip 
Pullman. We will use our key text to inspire us in two writing styles – 
adverts and narratives. We’ll build on and introduce grammar such as 
multi-clause sentences, a wide range of conjunctions and using fronted 
adverbials (including placing the comma correctly). We have handwriting 
sessions three times a week. To support this, please praise your child for 
using beautiful presentation when they are doing their home learning. We 
are gradually learning more joins so there will be occasions where things 
go backwards to go forwards! Spelling lessons will continue four times a 
week but must also be learnt at home and uploaded onto Seesaw. 
Reading should also be happening for a minimum of 15 minutes a day 
and children should record in yellow diaries at least three times a week 
and bring their diaries in every Friday.  

Maths: 
In maths, we will move on from addition and subtraction and 
begin this year’s work on multiplication and division. We’ll recap 
learning from year two, using arrays and sharing and grouping but 
will also move onto more formal methods. When we move onto 
formal methods of multiplication and division it is vital that your 
child has a strong recall of their times tables to support them. We 
do work on times tables at school but please make sure that you 
are supporting your child in learning their times tables by allowing 
them regular access to TTRS. By the end of this year, they should 
be fluent in their 2, 5, 10, 3, 6 4 and 8 times tables. They will be 
expected to know all their tables by the end of year four.  

Shang Dynasty 

Key Experience: 
Visit to the V&A Museum 

Main foundation subject link:  
History 

See Knowledge Organiser for more details  
 

Art: 
We will be combining painting with sewing this half term. When 
we use two medias together (such and paint and thread) we can 
use their unique qualities in different ways to build an image. We 
are thinking about reinventing the ways in which we use materials, 
not just using them in the traditional way. 
 
 

Music: 
We’ve been introduced to a group to study – The Buena Vista 
Social Club. So far, we’ve enjoyed listening to their music during 
classroom transitions but we’ll further explore the group this half 
term. We’ll also continue with weekly singing lessons. In recorder, 
we’ve started playing small pieces that allow us to practise the 
notes we have been learning and these will become more complex.  
 

RE: 
Our focus this half term is Christianity, with an emphasis on the 
Bible. We’ll look at questions like: how do Christians use the 
Bible? What does the Bible contain? How does using the Bible help 
Christians grow in their faith? We’ll hear some of the gospel stories 
that tell Christians about events in Jesus’s life and parables like 
The Lost Sheep. 

Computing: 
Our computing work will be all about being safe online, which 
links to e-safety day on Friday 10th February. We will be able to: 
differentiate between fact, opinion and belief online, explain how to 
deal with upsetting online content, recognise that digital devices 
communicate with each other to share personal info, explain what 
social media is used for and recognise why it is age-restricted.  

PSHE: 
Our values this half term are hope and confidence. Our loveable 
and capable link is ‘I can’. In circle time sessions we will think 
about positive and negative relationships and keeping safe. This 
links to our e-safety but we’ll also talking about personal space and 
how to be assertive in talking to people if we ever feel 
uncomfortable.  

Science: 
In science we will be learning about light. We will notice that light 
is reflected from surfaces, we will recognise that light from the sun 
can be dangerous and that there are ways to protect our eyes and 
we will recognise that shadows are formed when the light from a 
light source is blocked by an opaque object. We’ll investigate by 
finding patterns in the way the size of shadows change. 

Guiding Questions: How do we know 
what life was like in the Shang Dynasty? 

How did the Shang Dynasty begin? 
What did the Shang people believe? How 

did the Shang Dynasty end? 

PE: 
On Monday’s our sessions will focus on ball skills.  
Every Thursday we are taught by Emmanuel who 
will introduce netball. Pupils will be encouraged to 
persevere when developing competencies in key skills 
and principles such as defending, attacking, 
throwing, catching and shooting. 
 

 
Spanish:  

This half term we will be learning the vocabulary and 
grammar surrounding the topic of food. We’re going 
to use storytelling to help us with this and will 
eventually build up to having short conversations in 
Spanish using vocabulary learnt in the Autumn and 
Spring terms. 
 

 


