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Dates for the diary
10th Nov: Open Morning for
prospective Reception parents
11th Nov: PTA Bulb panting
project and Winter Fair Planning
- 9am
18th Nov: Open Morning for
prospective Reception parents,
Y2 trip to the Unicorn Theatre
and PTA Autumn Disco for Y1 Y6 (evening)
22nd Nov: Y6 trip to The Science
Museum
23rd Nov: Y1 trip to Oxleas
Wood and Y3 trip to Eynsford
24th Nov: Y5 Anthem Music
Concert at Haberdashers
Hatcham College
25th Nov: PTA Coffee Morning
(School Small Hall)
28th Nov: Open Morning for
prospective Reception parents
Saturday 3rd December:
PTA Winter Fair
6th Dec: Open Morning for
prospective Reception parents
8th Dec: Save the Children
Christmas Jumper Day
13th Dec: Y2 Nativity (pm)
14th Dec: Whole school
Christmas lunch
16th Dec: Last day of autumn
term (normal Binish time)
20th Dec - 2nd Jan (inc)
Winter break
3rd Jan: INSET Day
(school closed to children)
4th Jan: Children back at school

9th November 2022

Attendance

Our school attendance has dropped again to 95.59% (excluding Nursery) so it
would be good to see this rise again as the term goes on. Thanks for your support!
The class attendance Bigures since the last newsletter were:
Aspen (Y5): 98.5%
Fig (Y1): 98.28%
Sycamore (YR): 97.83%
Rowan (YR): 96.88%
Maple (Y2): 96.73%
Lime (Y4): 96.57%
Birch (Y3): 95.98%
Holly (Y1): 95.83%
Oak (Y3): 94.94%
Cypress (Y6): 93.35%
Pine (Y4 ): 93.34%
Juniper (Y5): 92.46%
Elm (Y2): 91.96%

Latest News from Ashmead PTA
Last half term our Cake Sale was a huge success, thanks to all
who donated, baked & bought - over £400 was raised!
Thanks to those who attended our AGM (ANNUAL GENERAL
MEETING) - please look out for the Parentmail with full details
on topics covered such as our fundraising achievements and
what your money has supported to date, along with our goals for the year ahead!
And not forgetting our newly appointed committee!
Winter Dates for your Diary
Winter Fair Planning & Bulb Planting: Friday 11th November 9am (Playground)
Autumn Kids’ Disco: Friday 18th November Y1/Y2 6-7pm, KS2 7-8PM (School
Hall)
Coffee Morning: Friday 25th November 9am-10am (Small School Hall)
Winter Fair: Saturday 3rd December 11.30am-2.30pm (Playground)
Donations Needed Please: As part of a PTA initiative to bring plants into the
classroom (more on this later) and around the school grounds, bulb planting will
be taking place over the coming weeks so please donate and drop any outdoor
planting bulbs to reception by Friday 11th November, thank you!
We’re busy prepping for the Winter Fair - got any unwanted Christmas Jumpers,
Lego, Bottles, Gifts to donate or Jolly Jars, Jam, Chutney and Crafts to make? Please
drop off at the Kids’ Disco or Coffee Morning. Thank you! Look out for more info
on the Winter Fair via Parentmail soon.
Help us when you shop: You shop, 6k retailers donate - Ashmead PTA receives
donations, FOR FREE! Sign up at EasyFundraising.org.uk
Volunteer Sign Up Please - thank you to those who have signed up already! Any
time you can give supports the activities we can do and therefore the funds we can
raise and the enrichment we can provide. So if you have any time or support to
give then please do let us know - please speak to any PTA committee member or
get in touch via AshmeadschoolPTA@gmail.com
Thank You! PTA Committee
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Safeguarding
Safeguard - to protect from harm or damage with an appropriate measure

It is so lovely to see our youngest children developing their independence and walking in to
school on their own in the mornings. If you are dropping off at the Ashmead Road entrance
ideally you should encourage your child to walk up from the pavement by themselves, through
the car park and in through the green playground gates. If you need to come up to the gate to deliver a message or
for another reason please do make sure you stand to the side so that parents on the pavement can see their children
get in to school safely.
We will be reminding parents in the morning to keep the middle area clear for children but if you must come up to
the playground gate do please be aware of children around you as sometimes children are knocked by adults when
the area gets too crowded. Please help us keep all the children safe!

Lower School News (Nursery, Reception, Year 1 and Year 2)

EYFS have settled back in to their learning this half term and Reception
have started their daily phase 2 phonics sessions. Please do check Tapestry
to see what sounds they are learning each week and some activities to
support their learning at home. Learning these sounds has kickstarted
some wonderful independent writing in their play! Reception will also
begin reading books linking to the sounds they are learning in school.
These are sets of phonetically decodable books that will be swapped each
Monday so please look after them so another group can use them next.
Nursery have been fascinated with non-Biction books and in particular,
frogs! If you have any books – Biction or non-Biction about frogs you could
share with us, please send them in with your child- thank you.
It is lovely to see everyone back in school after the half term break and we are all excited about our new topics. Year
1 have started their topic, ‘The Enchanted Wood’ where they will be exploring seasonal changes, different British
wildlife and taking a woodland walk to Oxleas Wood to Bind out more! Year 2’s topic of Stories over time will be
focusing on aspects of Christianity and Hinduism and some of the stories associated with each religion as well as
key festivals and celebrations for this time of year like Diwali and Christmas. If you’d like to know more, have a look
at our Knowledge Organisers and Curriculum Overviews that give more details about what we will be covering.
Emma Dodsworth - Assistant Head Lower School

Upper School News (Year 3, Year 4, Year 5 and Year 6)

It was wonderful to welcome all of the children back to school last week following the half
term break. All of the classes in Key Stage 2 began their brand new topics and for this half
term everyone has a geography rather than a history focus. Please do keep an eye out for
the curriculum overview and knowledge organisers for each class which will be sent out
this week. This will help you have a better oversight into what learning is happening in
class as well as the key facts that will support the development of the children's geography
understanding.
Can I also remind all families that each week, the children are expected to record their
home reading in their yellow reading records as well as returning the spelling homework
which is set online via Seesaw? If you have any questions or queries regarding the
expectations then please do speak to class teachers or myself on the playground over the
next few days.
I'd also like to make a plea to all families to ensure that, now we have most deBinitely entered winter, all children are
arriving at school with an appropriate coat which is clearly named.
Finally, I'd like to Binish by sharing another enormous congratulations to all of the children in Year 5 as well as their
wonderful staff who supported them through this year's Shakespeare Schools Festival. What a joy it was to witness
something so fantastic and to know that the children were creating memories that will last a lifetime. We are so
very proud of each and every one of you!
Andy McPartland - Assistant Head Upper School

Inclusion Matters - Quiet Club

At Ashmead, for some time now, we have created a quiet space at lunch time for children who
sometimes Bind the big and often bustling playground overwhelming. Sometimes children with
sensory difBiculties will Bind the multi-sensory nature of the playground can be too much and having a
quiet space to colour, draw or play a board game supports them to play in a way they want to. For
obvious reasons, we try to keep the numbers small in this club. Children are either invited or
encouraged where we see appropriate. Some children go every day and others use it when they need to. We feel it
provides a safe space for children who want a quiet space to play.
As always, if you have anything inclusion related you would like to discuss, please contact me at
d9ielding@ashmead.lewisham.sch.uk
David Fielding - Assistant Head for Inclusion
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We are a GOLD Shakespeare School!
Last Wednesday, on a wet and windy evening, our Year 5 children
performed two Shakespeare plays, Macbeth and Romeo and Juliet to a
packed house at Greenwich Theatre as part of the Shakespeare Schools’
Festival. This was the culmination of weeks and weeks of learning lines,
multiple rehearsals, stage directions and sound checks. We are so proud of
how well they did and it was great to see every child involved.
A huge thanks to all the staff who made this happen, especially on that
extra long Binal day when they were with the children at the theatre for
over 8 hours rehearsing and performing, now that really is dedication!
We are thrilled that we have been recognised as a
Gold Shakespeare School.
We have been taking part in
the Shakespeare Schools’
Festival (SSF) for 9 years now
and so literally hundreds of
Ashmead children have now
performed Shakespeare on
stage to a paying audience,
how amazing is that?
SSF is just one of the things
that makes Ashmead such a
special school and we are
proud of all those who have
worked so hard to achieve this
over the years.
Well done!

Term dates for 2023- 24
Autumn term
•
Monday 4 September to Friday 20 October (35 days)
•
Half term: Monday 23 October to Friday 27 October
•
Monday 30 October to Wednesday 20 December (38 days)
Spring term
•
Monday 8 January to Friday 9 February (25 days)
•
Half term: Monday 12 February to Friday 16 February
•
Monday 19 February to Thursday 28 March (29 days)
Summer term
•
Monday 15 April to Friday 24 May (29 days) (the early May bank holiday will be taken on 6 May)
•
Half term: Monday 27 May to Friday 31 May
•
Monday 3 June to Thursday 25 July (39 days) (the spring bank holiday will be taken on 27 May)
Total: 195 - In 2023–24 children should attend school for 190 days, 5 days are allocated as training (INSET)
days.
Ashmead INSET days for 2023-24 will be:
Monday 4th September 2023
Tuesday 5th September 2023
Friday 20th October 2023
Monday 8th January 2024
Friday 24th May 2024

