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Dates for the diary
17th Oct: Y2 Habitats workshop
18th Oct: Y4 Pine class trip to
London Mithraeum (am)
19th Oct: Y3 Prehistoric Britain
theatre workshop in school
20th Oct: Photo Day! Y4 Lime
class trip to London Mithraeum
(am) and PTA Cake Sale - 3.30pm
21st Oct: PTA AGM (9am),
Reception and Y6 height and
weight checks and last day of half
term
24th - 28th October
Half term break
31st October: INSET Day
School closed to children
1st Nov: Children back to school
2nd Nov: Open morning for
prospective Reception parents
(9.30am) and Y5 Shakespeare
Schools Festival Performances at
Greenwich Theatre - 7pm
4th Nov: Flu immunisation day
for children Reception - Year 6
8th and 10th Nov: Y4 trips to
the Migration Museum
10th Nov: Open Morning for
prospective Reception parents
(9.30am)
18th Nov: Open Morning for
prospective Reception parents
(9.30am) and PTA Autumn Disco
for Y1 - Y6 (evening)
24th Nov: Y5 Anthem Music
Concert at Haberdashers
Hatcham College
25th Nov: PTA Coffee Morning
(School Small Hall)

17th October 2022

Attendance

Our school attendance for the last fortnight dropped slightly and for the whole
school (excluding Nursery) was 96.17%. Let’s keep attendance up until half term!
The class attendance Eigures for the last fortnight were:
Sycamore (YR): 98.21%
Maple (Y2): 98.13%
Fig (Y1): 98.07%
Aspen (Y5): 97.63%
Lime (Y4): 96.73%
Elm (Y2): 96.67%
Holly (Y1): 96.44%
Pine (Y4): 96.3%
Cypress (Y6): 95.86%
Birch (Y3): 95.63%
Rowan (YR ): 94.9%
Oak (Y3): 94.58%
Juniper (Y5): 91.11.%

PTA News
Half term is fast approaching and PTA HQ is a hive of activity Autumn is our busiest term!
Greetings Card Project - deadline 21st October
Last week you should have received a letter/form for each
child to create their own Greetings Products. If you would like
to take part in this project then please ensure you return your
forms and payment no later than Friday 21st October. Products will be available
from the 3rd December at the Winter Fair!
Annual General Meeting - 21st October
Please see the ParentMail sent last week detailing Roles & Responsibilities should
you want to nominate yourself or someone else for the committee. Voting takes
place at the AGM. All welcome/encouraged to come along!
Essential Dates for your Diary
Come for a cuppa & a chat at our Coffee Morning: 14th October 9am (School)
Buy, bake or donate at our Cake Sale: 20th October 3.30pm (Playground)
Join, vote or observe at our Annual General Meeting: 21st October 9am (School)
Don’t forget to submit your Greetings Card Project by 21st October
Help Needed Please
Volunteer Sign Up - thank you to those who have signed up already! Please see the
form sent out last week, any time you can give supports the activity we can do and
therefore the funds we can raise. The more we raise, the greater the beneEit to the
children of Ashmead. Our fundraising achievements from last year and how this has
been spent will be shared at the AGM!
Bakers & Donors by 3.30pm 20th October - we need cakes, biscuits & sweet
treats for the cake sale, homemade or shop bought (ALL NUT FREE PLEASE).
Donations Please - got any unwanted Christmas Jumpers, Lego, Planting Bulbs?
Please bring along to the Cake Sale and drop into our Donations Box.
Want to know more? Please speak to any PTA committee member or get in touch via
AshmeadschoolPTA@gmail.com Thank You!

Birthdays!

We know that celebrating your birthday when you’re a child is a big deal and many children like to celebrate with
their friends. However, it can be very upsetting for children if they are not invited to particular birthday celebrations,
as it can leave them feeling very left out. Therefore we ask that parents do not bring in invitations
for birthday celebrations for children (or staff) to give out in school, unless the whole class is
invited.
Still on the subject of birthdays, we of course love to acknowledge a child’s birthday at school but
unfortunately we cannot accept large birthday cakes, candles or party bags to give out in school. If
your child would like to share a birthday treat with the class then they might like to give out
individual (nut free) cakes or healthy treats at the end of the day for the children to eat after
school. Please do not send in large cakes that require cutting as we cannot facilitate this.
Thanks for your understanding.

Lower School News (Years Nursery, Reception, Year 1 and Year 2)

What an amazing start to our Eirst half term back at school! Both Reception and Nursery have had so much fun
exploring their new classrooms, learning their class routines and developing new friendships. Reception have
begun creating and acting out their own stories each day in ‘Helicopter Stories’ and have started learning about the
Eirst few letter shapes and their sounds in phonics. Nursery are enjoying playing with the sea animals and creating
pirate ships from the construction materials and adding music as the background to their construction. Year one
took to the local area to see which human features surrounded the school - taking photos and then choosing some of
these to draw when back at school. This week we are thinking about DT and designing and creating our own batch
of biscuits, complete with a box to take them home in - we hope you enjoy these! Year two are reading 'The Journey
Home' and have begun planning their own version of the story to
feature an endangered animal. Year two are also taking part in an
online habitat workshop with a scientist this week.
Please continue reading with your child daily and recording this
in the Reading Record. Reception will be starting this after halfterm: taking a book or two home each week to share with their
adults. Thanks also to those who have been engaging with
Seesaw - please let your child’s teacher know if you’re having any
difEiculties.
Emma Dodsworth - Assistant Head Lower School

Upper School News (Year 3, Year 4, Year 5 and Year 6)

As we enter the Einal week of our Eirst half term of the school year, I wanted to say thank you to you all for your
ongoing support. It was wonderful to see so many of you at our reading workshop the week before last. I will be
uploading the slides onto the school website for your reference but if you ever have any questions about how to
best support the children's reading at home then please don't hesitate to contact me.
Thank you also to everyone who attended our Eirst parent-teacher meetings of the
year last week. If, for whatever reason, you were unable to attend please do make
sure to contact us so that we can arrange time for us to have these important
conversations.
The children in year 6 enjoyed a wonderful school journey: our Eirst since the COVID
pandemic. The children were a great credit to themselves, our school and their
families and I think were suitably tired when we arrived back at school on the
Friday....I know I was anyway!
A Einal reminder that on Wednesday 2nd November, both Aspen and Juniper class
are performing as part of this year's Shakespeare Schools Festival at the Greenwich
Theatre. A trip letter will be sent out this week so please keep a close eye out for
this as it will contain lots of very important information regarding the day of the
performance itself.
Andy McPartland - Assistant Head Upper School

Inclusion Matters

It was lovely meeting many of you to discuss your child's provision last week. If your child is on
the SEN register and you didn't get a copy of their SEN provision map, please speak to your
child’s class teacher so that you can get a copy and understand the priorities that adults will be
working in school. This will also support you to know how you might compliment this learning
at home.
As always if you have anything inclusion related you would like to discuss, please contact me at
d@ielding@ashmead.lewisham.sch.uk
David Fielding - Assistant Head for Inclusion

