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3rd October 2022

Dates for the diary
4th Oct: 9am: Reception Reading
parent workshops and Y5
Anthem music project starts
5th - 7th Oct: Y6 school journey
to Kingswood residential centre
5th Oct: 9am: Key Stage 2
Reading Workshop
5th Oct: PTA Pint in the Pub 7pm @ The Brookmill
6th Oct: 9am: Key Stage 1
Reading Workshops
10th Oct: Y4 London Mithraeum
workshops in school
10th, 11th and 12th Oct:
3.50pm - 6pm: Parent-Teacher
meetings
14th Oct: 9am: PTA coffee
morning in school
18th Oct: Y4 Pine class trip to
London Mithraeum (am)
19th Oct: Y3 Prehistoric Britain
theatre workshop in school
20th Oct: Photo Day! Y4 Lime
class trip to London Mithraeum
(am) and PTA Cake Sale - 3.30pm
21st Oct: Reception and Y6
height and weight checks
21st Oct: PTA AGM (9am) and
last day of half term
24th - 28th October
Half term break
31st October: INSET Day
School closed to children
1st Nov: Children back to school
2nd Nov: Y5 Shakespeare Schools
Festival Performances at
Greenwich Theatre - 7pm

Attendance

Our school attendance for the last fortnight has really improved and for the whole
school (excluding Nursery) was 97.11%. Thanks for your ongoing support.
The Y1 - Y6 class attendance Eigures for last fortnight are:
Juniper (Y5): 98.77%
Oak (Y3): 98.61%
Elm (Y2): 98.44%
Birch (Y3): 98.15%
Pine (Y4): 98.07%
Holly (Y1): 97.51%
Sycamore (YR): 97.11%
Maple (Y2): 96.53%
Aspen (Y5): 96.49%
Fig (Y1): 96.23%
Lime (Y4 ): 96.88%
Cypress (Y6): 95.59%
Rowan(YR): 94.16%

A reading book plea!

There are still some outstanding books from last year's Reception and Y1 classes
that have not been returned which means we now have incomplete sets that can’t
be used for group reading.
Please do have a look at home
for these missing books pictured - and send them in
with your child if you do Eind
any. We spent thousands of
pounds on books last year but
with so many missing we might
not be able to continue sending
them home. We really
appreciate you supporting our
home school reading system so
please do return the books on
the right day. Thank you!
Thanks to all who attended the last coffee morning a great turn
out…more PTA events before half term:
5th October: Drinks & social @ The Brookmill pub from 7pm
14th October: Coffee morning - small hall 9am
20th October: Cake sale - school playground 3.30pm
21st October: AGM in school 9am (committee member
appointments)
Help Needed
We are always looking for support on whatever level; volunteers, donors, bakers &
makers! Bakers & Donors - we need cakes, biscuits & sweet treats for the cake sale,
homemade or shop bought (ALL NUT FREE PLEASE). Please bring to the ofEice by
3.30pm on 20th October. Volunteers for the cake sale, winter fair and disco look out
for the volunteering link.
Finally, please speak to any PTA committee member or get in touch via
AshmeadschoolPTA@gmail.com if you are interested in nominating yourself or
anyone else as a PTA committee member. Committee appointments at the AGM 21st
October!
Other news to follow soon… Thank You! PTA Committee

Safeguarding
Safeguard - to protect from harm or damage with an appropriate measure

We love to see children scooting or cycling to school and we have good facilities to store scooters
and bikes at both the Lewisham Way and Ashmead Road entrance. As always, we encourage
children to be safe in and around school as well as their journeys to and fro so appreciate your
support with a couple of reminders:
1) All children should ideally wear a bike helmet when cycling to school
2) There is a no wheels policy in the school grounds which means they should not scoot/cycle/skate anywhere on
school grounds (this includes the car park!). Please encourage your child to push their scooter/bike until they
are on the pavement (or road for older children). Thank you for your cooperation in keeping your children safe.

Lower School News (Years Nursery, Reception, Year 1 and Year 2)

What a brilliant few weeks we’ve had! We are making new friends and becoming more conEident in our new
settings in EYFS and Reception are doing extremely well at choosing their
lunches in the hall and having lots of fun playing with their Year 6 buddies
outside. KS1’s new topics are well underway: Y1 have been mapping the
school’s grounds as well as playing games to test our senses and Y2 are really
enjoying their habitats topic and are now experts on the Dodo!
We are very excited to welcome you into school for the Reading Workshops this
week! After your child has gone through the green playground gate, please
head to the ofEice and we’ll be able to start the workshops as soon as we’ve
registered the children. We will share how we teach reading in school and
some helpful reading strategies to support your child at home. There will also
be time for parents and children to enjoy some books together. Thank you to
everyone who has responded on Parentmail so far to tell us who is coming to
work with your child. We aim to Einish the workshop and book sharing by
about 9.30am.
Emma Dodsworth - Assistant Head Lower School

Upper School News (Year 3, Year 4, Year 5 and Year 6)

What a fabulous fortnight it's been for all of the children in Key Stage 2. The
children in both Aspen and Juniper Year 5 classes enjoyed a fabulous
workshop with the Shakespeare Schools festival team and it was an absolute
pleasure to watch some of the children's auditions last week - both Romeo
and Juliet and Macbeth begin their full rehearsals today.
Both Year 4 classes have been working with professional cricket coaches to
improve their batting, bowling and Eielding skills and Year 3 classes have
been busy learning all about Prehistoric Britain and producing some
beautiful artwork for our corridor displays.
There's a lot of anticipation in Year 6 Cypress class this week too as the
children set off on their school journey to Kingswood Residential Centre on Wednesday. This is the Eirst school
journey since February 2020 due to the COVID pandemic and I know the staff and children alike are equally excited
- please do keep an eye on the school blog to see lots of photos of all of our wonderful Year 6 children in action.
I'd also like to remind all of our Key Stage 2 families that on Wednesday morning at 9am, I will be hosting a reading
workshop in the main hall. The workshop will aim to provide families with a view of how we teach reading in KS2 at
Ashmead and hopefully some ideas for how to best support the children with their reading development at home. If
you have any questions at all, please just see me on the gate or playground at the start of this week.
Andy McPartland - Assistant Head Upper School

Inclusion Matters

It's been a hard working four weeks back since the summer holidays and we have been busy
putting in place the interventions that are needed to support any child who needs to catch up
towards their age related expectation. Great effort goes into supporting children to do the best
they can academically at Ashmead. If you have concerns your child is not making the progress
they need to please let us know.
As always if you have anything inclusion related you would like to discuss, please contact me at
d9ielding@ashmead.lewisham.sch.uk
David Fielding - Assistant Head for Inclusion

