
Curriculum Overview for Year 3 – Autumn 1, 2022 

 
 

 

Literacy: 
We will explore descriptive and narrative writing in this first half 

term. We’ll take inspiration from Stone Age Boy by Satoshi 
Kitamura and our topic lessons. We will work on our grammar and 

build on what we learnt in year two. We’ll begin to use 
paragraphs and start to try out more complex conjunctions and 

challenge ourselves by learning about and using fronted adverbials.  
We will have weekly poetry sessions alongside our literacy lessons. 
Like last year, we will also have spelling and handwriting lessons 
in four times a week. We will have reading lessons four times a 

week too. Make sure to read at home every day and to check and 
return work on Seesaw. 

 
 

 

Maths: 
In year three our number range increases from within 100 to within 

1000. As with every year, we’ll start with place value. We will 
represent, compare and order numbers before moving on to 

addition and subtraction. We will add and subtract 1s, 10s and 
100s, eventually moving on to questions that involve exchange. We 
will move on from the use of sticks and dots and begin to introduce 

more formal methods like column addition and subtraction. 
Alongside lessons we will also have time dedicated to learning our 
times tables. You will be given a login for Times Table Rock Stars 
and children are expected to login at home at least once a week to 

practise.  

Prehistoric Britain 

Guiding Question: 
What do we know about the 

prehistoric period? 
 

Main foundation subject link:  
History 

See Knowledge Organiser for more details  
 

Art: The first technique we are exploring is drawing. We will work 
on using different pencils to show line, tone and texture. We will 
annotate sketches to explain and elaborate on our ideas. We’ll 

think about sketching lightly and using shading to show light and 
shadow. We’ll also use hatching and cross hatching to show tone 
and texture. Looking at cave art will provide a lovely link to our 

topic. 
 
 

 
Computing: We’ll build on coding work from year two by creating 
an animated cartoon using characters we will design. We will use a 
paint tool to create characters and backgrounds and then create an 

animation by translating a storyboard into a series of scripted 
instructions (program) for graphic objects. We’ll create an 

algorithm in Scratch for the scene and correct any mistakes in the 
animation programs. 

 
 
 

Geography: Although our main topic focus is history there are 
great geography links among this. We’ll work on our map skills, 

with a particular focus on Europe. We’ll concentrate on the 
environmental regions, key physical and human characteristics, 
countries and major cities. It will be really interesting for us to 

compare Europe now to Europe in the prehistoric period.  
 
 

 

RE: This half term our unit is all about peace. We will think about 
what peace is and what it means to us. We will think about it in 
nonspiritual and spiritual contexts. For example, we’ll think about 
what peace means to Christians and how Muslims associate Allah 
with peace. We’ll also study important figures like Martin Luther 

King (did his attitude to peace change lives?) and Gandhi (how did 
he change attitude peacefully?). 

 
 
 

 

Science: We’ll study five different areas of science this year and the 
first is rocks. We will compare and group together different kinds 

of rocks on the basis of their appear and simple physical 
properties; we will describe in simple terms how fossils are formed 

when things that have lived are trapped within rock; we will 
recognise that soils are made from rocks and organic matter. 
Throughout our work we will focus on working scientifically. 

 
 
 

 

Spanish: We covered some very simple Spanish in KS1 but we 
move on to have weekly Spanish lessons in KS2. By the end of the 

first half term, we should be able to say hello and goodbye, 
introduce ourselves, say how we are feeling, count to ten and say 
how old we are. Those that are feeling confident will use different 
greetings for different situations and be able to ask and answer 

simple questions.	
 

 

Music: One of the exciting changes moving up to key 
stage two is the introduction of weekly instrument 

sessions. We’ll soon start learning the recorder with 
a specialist music teacher. The school will provide a 
recorder for every child for the year. Later in the 

year we will have more music lessons in addition to 
the practical sessions.  

 
 

 

PE: Our indoor PE focus is gymnastics and in our 
outdoor sessions we will work on football skills. In 

football we will work on dribbling, kicking and 
hitting and in gymnastics we are thinking about 
making stretched, curled and arched shapes and 
composing short sequences in partners and small 
groups. PE days will be Tuesday and Thursday. 

 
 
 

 

PSHE: Our first values are respect and reflection and 
in sessions we will think about ourselves and our 
relationships. We will talk about cooperation and 

sharing the views we hold and managing friendships, 
thinking about being a good friend and working 

through disagreements. Our Loveable and Capable 
link is ‘I have’. 

 
 
 


