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Dates for the diary
20th Sept: After school
enrichment clubs start
23rd Sept: PTA Coffee Morning
(all welcome!) and Y5
Shakespeare Schools Festival
workshops in school
26th Sept: Y4 cricket sessions
start in school
4th Oct: 9am: Reception Reading
parent workshops (in school)
and Y5 Anthem music project
starts
5th - 7th Oct: Y6 school journey
to Kingswood residential centre
5th Oct: Key Stage 2 Reading
workshops (in school)
5th Oct: PTA Pint in the Pub 7pm @ The Brookmill
6th Oct: Key Stage 1 Reading
workshops
10th Oct: Y4 London Mithraeum
workshops in school
10th, 11th and 12th Oct:
3.50pm - 6pm: Parent-Teacher
meetings
18th Oct: Y4 Pine class trip to
London Mithraeum (am)
19th Oct: Y3 Prehistoric Britain
theatre workshop in school
20th Oct: Photo Day! Y4 Lime
class trip to London Mithraeum
(am) and PTA Cake Sale - 3.30pm
21st Oct: Reception and Y6
height and weight checks
21st Oct: PTA AGM (9am) and
last day of half term
24th - 28th October
Half term break

20th September 2022

Attendance

We are still settling our EYFS classes so this fortnight’s 6igures do not include
Reception. The rest of the school’s attendance for the 6irst fortnight of the year
was a little lower than we would have liked at 95.24% so we’re looking forward
to seeing it improve over the next few weeks. Every day counts!
The Y1 - Y6 class attendance 6igures for last fortnight are:
Holly (Y1): 98.1%
Maple (Y2): 97.92%
Elm (Y2): 97.8%
Fig (Y1): 96.79%
Lime (Y4): 95.93%
Cypress (Y6): 95.67%
Aspen (Y5): 95%
Juniper (Y5): 93.83%
Pine (Y3): 93.91%
Oak (Y3): 93.54%
Birch (Y3 ): 89.17%

World Afro Day

Last Thursday we celebrated
World Afro Day (WAD). It was
wonderful to see the variety of
Afro hair in the school among
both children and staff. We
took part in the ‘Big Hair
Assembly’ along with 154,700
other children around the
world. We also read the books
'Daddy do my hair' by Tolu
Okogwu and 'My hair' by
Hanna Lee. Two members of
teaching staff, Stacy and
Malachi, spoke to the children
in assemblies about their
experiences growing up with
Afro hair.
Some WAD facts:
World Afro Day takes place on
15th September as that is the
anniversary of a law that
discriminated against Afro
hair in the US state of
Alabama.
There is a long history of
discrimination against Afro
hair and Afro hairstyles. This history means sometimes people with Afro hair feel
pressured to style it in particular ways.
There are many, many different ways to style Afro hair.
We want everyone to be able to celebrate their Afro hair however they want to
style it.
Thank you to all the children and staff who allowed us to celebrate their Afro hair
on Thursday. We’ll be putting up a display about World Afro Day near the of6ice
this week. If you’d like more information about World Afro Day, please visit the
WAD website: https://www.worldafroday.com

20th September 2022

School Street

Just a reminder to new and existing parents that Ashmead Road is a designated School Street which
means the road is closed to through traf6ic between 8.30am and 9.30am and 3.00 - 4pm. However,
Ashmead Road residents can still enter and leave the road during these times so there might be cars
using the road. Please avoid standing or walking in the road at any time as this gives mixed
messages to your child about road safety! The school street is monitored via ANPR (Automatic
Number Plate Recognition) so if non residents drive down the road at this time they will receive a ticket/6ine.

Safeguarding

Safeguard - to protect from harm or damage with an appropriate measure

The beginning of a new school year is always a good time to remind everyone of
expectations around children wearing jewellery.
We encourage the children to be active both inside and out and jewellery (necklaces, bracelets, bangles, dangly or
hooped earrings) can become caught and cause accidents and so should not be worn to school. If your child has
their ears pierced, they should wear small studs and not hoops. A watch can be worn.
Necklaces and bracelets are not appropriate for wearing in school time.
If there is a religious or cultural reason you feel your child must wear jewellery please see a
member of SLT to create a risk assessment and action plan to keep your child safe.
Thank you for your cooperation in keeping your children safe at school.

Lower School News (Years Nursery, Reception, Year 1 and Year 2)

Welcome to our new Nursery and Reception starters and a warm welcome back to those returning in EYFS and
those in Y1 and Y2; we hope you had a great break! It has been lovely to see all the classes settle into their new
environments already. Y2 have transitioned well into their upstairs classroom and Y1 are enjoying their new
morning playtime and whole school assemblies, including the weekly Celebration Assembly! In EYFS the focus for
the next few weeks will be on establishing routines, developing new friendships and ensuring all our children are
feeling safe and secure in the environment. You will receive a letter soon with log-in details to Tapestry, the secure
online Learning Journal to record photos, observations and comments as a record of your child’s experiences.
In Y1 and Y2, we are eagerly starting our new topics – ‘The Wonderful World of Me’ in Y1 and ‘Habitats’ in Y2 –
please see the curriculum overview and knowledge organiser for more details.
We’ve started Daily Supported Reading (DSR) in Y1 and Y2 and our book
changing day will be on a Monday (Tuesday this week), so please remember to
bring in your old reading books so we can give these to a new group each
week. You should have also received a log-in for the app/website Seesaw,
where weekly home learning ideas will be given.
Please also check Tapestry and Seesaw this Friday as a ‘Welcome to our class'
activity will be added with more information about the year ahead and a peek
into the classroom! Any problems logging in to Seesaw or Tapestry, please see
your child’s class teacher.
Emma Dodsworth

Upper School News (Year 3, Year 4, Year 5 and Year 6)

A huge welcome back to all of our children and families in Key Stage 2. It has been so wonderful to see the children
settling so quickly back into our school routines over the last fortnight following the summer break.
All of our classes in Key Stage 2 have begun the year with a focus on a history project, ranging from Prehistoric
Britain in Year 3 all the way through to the Industrial Revolution of the 1800s in Year 6. You have all been sent a
knowledge organiser which is a resource 6illed with key facts, dates, names and new vocabulary for your children to
learn as the topic progresses. By referring, practising and remembering this key information the children will be
able to add greater context to their learning and deepen their learning experience. Please do make sure you are
regularly referring to the knowledge organisers at home and asking the children which new
information they have learned that week in class.
The children in both Aspen and Juniper Year 5 classes are also beginning their
participation in this year's Shakespeare Schools Festival. The children have been
investigating both Romeo and Juliet and Macbeth in class and are very excited to welcome
our festival co-ordinators into school later this week for some special drama workshops.
The performance date is Wednesday 2nd November and will be at Greenwich Theatre.
Tickets for our Year 5 families can be purchased at the school of6ice.
This week, all of our class teachers will be posting a ‘Welcome to our class’ video onto
their class Seesaw page to provide information about the children's classroom
environments, weekly timetables and expectations around home learning. The videos will
be live from Friday. If you have any questions please do feel free to leave a comment
underneath the video or see us in the playground.
Andy McPartland

Welcome / Welcome back to Ashmead from the PTA!
Are you interested in joining the committee or volunteering to support speci6ic initiatives? Or do you simply just
want to know more? Then come along to either of the following;
•Coffee Morning - Friday 23rd September 9am-10am - School Small Hall
•Pint in the Pub - Wednesday 5th October 7pm-10pm - Upstairs @ The Brookmill
The PTA have lots planned for the year already - dates for your diary;
•End of Term Cake Sale - Thursday 20th October 3.30pm - School Playground
•PTA Annual General Meeting - Friday 21st October 9am - School Main Hall
•Autumn Kids’ Disco - Friday 18th November (evening) - School Main Hall
•Coffee Morning - Friday 25th November 9am-10am - School Small Hall
•Winter Fair - Saturday 3rd December - School Playground
Got ideas to share, skills to contribute or donations to give then do get in touch! AshmeadschoolPTA@gmail.com
Finally, a massive THANK YOU for your support so far, we’ll soon be sharing exciting news about all the
money we have raised recently and the initiatives they have supported!

More dates for the diary
Please see the yellow dates for the diary section
on the front page.
Below are some more dates of other events
going on throughout the year.
Keep an eye out for updates in the yellow diary
section in each newsletter.
31st Oct: INSET Day (school closed to children)
2nd Nov: Open Morning for prospective Reception parents
(9.30am) and Y5 productions of Romeo and Juliet and
Macbeth as part of the Shakespeare Schools Festival at
Greenwich Theatre (7pm)

20th Dec - 2nd Jan (inc)
Winter break
3rd Jan: INSET Day (school closed to children)
4th Jan: Children back at school
13th - 17th Feb (inc)
Half term break
20th Feb: Children back at school
27th Feb - 10th March: Y4 (group 1) Swimming

4th Nov: Flu immunisation day for children Reception - Year 6

13th, 14th and 15th March: 3.50pm - 6pm: Parent-Teacher
meetings

8th and 10th Nov: Y4 trips to the Migration Museum

20th - 31st March: Y4 (group 2) Swimming

10th Nov: Open Morning for prospective Reception parents
(9.30am)

31st March: Last day of spring term

18th Nov: Open Morning for prospective Reception parents
(9.30am) and PTA Autumn Disco for Y1 - Y6 (evening)

4th - 15th April (inc)
Easter break
17th Apr: Children back at school

24th Nov: Y5 Anthem Music Concert at Haberdashers
Hatcham College
25th Nov: PTA Coffee Morning (School Small Hall)
28th Nov: Open Morning for prospective Reception parents
(9.30am)
Saturday 3rd December: PTA Winter Fair
6th Dec: Open Morning for prospective Reception parents
(9.30am)
8th Dec: Save the Children Christmas Jumper Day
13th Dec: Y2 Nativity (pm)
14th Dec: Whole school Christmas lunch
16th Dec: Last day of autumn term

8th - 11th May: Y6 SATs week
29th May - 2nd June (inc)
Half term break
5th June: INSET Day (school closed to children)
6th June: Children back at school
Late June: Sports Days (exact dates to be con6irmed)
6th July: Y6 production (evening)
10th - 14th July: Report afternoons
21st July: Last day of summer term
Summer break from 24th July
2023-24 dates to be con_irmed

