
 
 

Summer 2 2022. 
Natura l  Resources  

To what extent is our use of natural resources sustainable? 
Year group: 4 

10 Important  Natura l  Resources :   Key vocabulary :   

1. Phosphor i te :  a type of rock used as fertiliser. 
2. Uranium: a metal used for nuclear energy. 
3. Col tan :  a metal used in electronic devices 
4. Cobal t :  a metal used for making engines 
5. Coal ,  o i l  and natura l  gas :  fossil fuels used 

for energy 
6. Soi l :  biomass used in agriculture (farming) 
7. I ron:  a metal used to make stainless steel, for 

example in knives and forks 
8. Air :  a mixture of gases used for breathing 

and photosynthesis 
9. Water :  a liquid that sustains all life on the planet 
10. Timber :  biomass used for building homes and 

burning fuel 

Natura l  resources :  Materials that exist in the natural environment that are useful to humans. Most natural resources 
are unevenly distributed and exhaustible. 
 
Exhaust ib le/  non- renewable :  A material that is exhaustible will run out and not last forever. It is non- 
renewable. 
 
Foss i l  fue ls :  Coal, oil and gas. These are formed from the remains of plants and animals that are changed into fossil 
fuels by millions of years of heat and pressure. They are non-renewable, exhaustible sources of energy. 
 
Renewable :  A material that will keep being generated, such as fish and forests. (Renewable resources can become 
exhaustible without careful management.) 
 
Extract ion:  The removal of something, such as a natural resource. 
 
Min ing:  The process of taking a natural resource out of the ground. It usually refers to the extraction of metals, 
stones and coal.  

 

  
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
If there is ever anything we can do, please feel free to contact us on: eford@ashmead.lewisham.sch.uk or mcarrick@ashmead.lewisham.sch.uk 
 
 
 
 


