https://myashmead.org

Dates for the diary
9th - 12th May: Key Stage 2
SATS week
11th May: Full Governing Body
meeting
13th May: Y4 Rainbow Theatre
‘Vikings’ workshop
23rd May: Y3 Birch trip to
British Museum
24th and 25th May: Class
photos
27th May: Y6 ‘Black History’
walk in London
30th May - 3rd June (inc)
Half term break
6th - 10th June: Science week
13th June: Y1 trip to The
Horniman Museum
15th June: Full Governing Body
meeting
22nd June: KS1 Sports Morning
(HillyFields)
23rd June: KS2 Sports Day
(Ladywell Arena)
29th June: Parents’ meeting for
new Reception starters
12th July: Y6 trip to Go Ape
20th July: Y6 trip to Lewisham
Lanes Bowling
21st July: Last day of term
22nd July - 31st August (inc)
Summer break
1st and 2nd Sept: INSET days
(school closed to children)
5th Sept: Y1 - Y6 First day back

10th May 2022

Attendance

Our whole school attendance for the last two weeks was 95.24% which is an
increase on the previous fortnight. Our overall school attendance so far this year
is 94.12% which is lower than we expect it to be for Ashmead at this time of the
year. The Lewisham expectation is 96%. Please help us improve this attendance
Figure by ensuring your child attends school every day that they are able to. This
will enable them to maximise the amount of progress they can make this year.
The class attendance Figures for last fortnight are:
Holly (Y1): 98.64%
Birch (Y3): 96.88%
Oak (Y3): 96.25%
Rowan (YR): 96.04%
Cypress (Y6): 96.04%
Sycamore (YR): 95.42%
Aspen (Y5): 94.87%
Elm (Y2): 94.79%
Fig (Y1): 93.75%
Maple (Y2): 93.75%
Pine (Y4): 93.4%
Lime (Y4): 93.13%

Yellow Candle Project

A couple of weeks ago our Year Six children marked
Yom HaShoah (Holocaust Memorial Day) by each child
lighting a candle in memory of a victim of the
Holocaust. This 'yellow candle project' provides a
candle alongside a card with the individual details of
someone who died. Each child lit a candle and read the
dedication to the person whose details they were given.
All of these videos are on
our blog; I would urge
parents to watch some
of them. This follows
work the children have
done on this painful
period of history throughout the year, including
hearing a live talk from a Holocaust survivor. The
key message of this learning is 'We remember' and
it really felt like Year Six had taken part in
something unforgettable.

Safeguarding

Safeguard - to protect from harm or damage with an
appropriate measure

To ensure the children don’t have any additional hazards that
could hinder their play we often remind children to tie
shoelaces or make sure their coats are either on or hung on a fence and not left on
the ground! We have also noticed that some children are wearing jewellery which
can be dangerous whilst they are playing, particularly necklaces or hooped
earrings, that can be snagged and cause unnecessary injuries. If your child has
their ears pierced, they should wear small studs and not hoops. Necklaces and
bracelets are not appropriate for wearing in school time due to safety reasons.
Thank you for your cooperation in keeping your children safe at school.
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News from EYFS
(Nursery and
Reception)

News from Key Stage
One (Years 1 and 2)

Another wonderful
couple of weeks in EYFS,
especially with the sun
beginning to shine. As
always with the
hot weather, please make
sure you apply sun cream
to children before school
and pop on a sun hat to
help shield them from the sun. Reception have
shown an interest in reading recipe books and
creating their own in the home corner, which has
prompted some real baking to happen this week –
look out for pictures on Tapestry! Nursery have
been reading a story called 'Peck Peck Peck' all
about a woodpecker, just like the one we have in our
playground! We have created our own bird feeders
from oranges and seeds; hopefully, we will have
some visitors to our garden soon!
EYFS continue to use recycled materials to create
amazing artwork so please do bring in any items
(boxes, tubes, pots, etc) for us to use. Any would be
greatly appreciated!
Ruth Keeble

It's hard to believe that
we're in the summer term
already. Both Y1 and Y2
are enjoying their topics
and there have been some
amazing learning
happening in all 4 classrooms. Y1 have visited Oxleas
Woods again to see the change since their Winter visit and
Woodlands Farm to meet some animals First hand. In
Literacy, we've just Finished our own version of 'How to
Wash a Woolly Mammoth' with instructions on how to
wash bats, guinea pigs, snakes and koalas, to name a few,
some with terribly tickly tummies! Y2 were visited by
Sylvia Pankhurst as part of their Suffragettes topic! The
children loved sharing their knowledge with the visitor
and ended the day with a rally on the playground with the
motto 'Deeds not Words' and singing Suffragette songs.
Throughout May, Year 2 will be completing their Standard
Assessment Tests (SATs). These are done in small groups,
with their teacher, for reading and maths. This happens
alongside their usual teaching and learning and we aim to
make them as relaxed as possible. If you do have any
questions, please speak to Beth or Nicole.
Emma Dodsworth

News from Key Stage 2
(Year 3, Year 4, Year 5 and Year 6)
This week sees the return of the National Key Stage 2 SATs week for the First time since 2019. Our Year 6 children
will sit papers on grammar, spelling, reading, arithmetic and two
separate reasoning and problem solving papers throughout the
week. The children have worked incredibly hard all year and
have been a real credit not only to themselves and their families
but to our school as well. The rest of Key Stage 2 are sending
them lots of luck but we know you'll all be brilliant Year 6.
I'd like to use this opportunity to also remind all families about
the importance of reading. The children all have a yellow
reading record which is checked at least once weekly so please
do make sure you are acknowledging the work you do at home:
older children may wish to record their own reading
themselves which is of course absolutely Fine to do.
Andy McPartland

Inclusion matters
Last week, as part of our INSET (In Service Training) Day, teachers reviewed
targets, set at the beginning of spring term, for their children who are on the
SEN register. Teachers and teaching assistants collaborated to discuss the
provision in place, how much progress individual children have made towards
the targets that were set and set new targets for the summer term. It was great to
see the progress children are making towards the targets set and even better to see the new targets being set for the
current term.
As always if there is anything inclusion related you would like to discuss, you can email me at
d7ielding@ashmead.lewisham.sch.uk or alternatively catch me in the playground and we can arrange a chat.
David Fielding

