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Dates for the diary
27th April: Y2 Suffragette
workshop
29th April: KS2 Super Sonics
music concert
2nd May - Bank Holiday
School closed
4th May: Y1 trip to Woodlands
Farm
5th May: Polling Day/INSET
(school closed to children)
9th May: Y3 Oak trip to British
Museum
9th - 12th May: Key Stage 2
SATS week
13th May: Y4 Rainbow Theatre
‘Vikings’ workshop
23rd May: Y3 Birch trip to
British Museum
27th May: Y6 ‘Black History’
walk in London
30th May - 3rd June (inc)
Half term break
6th - 10th June: Science week
13th June: Y1 trip to The
Horniman Museum
22nd June: KS1 Sports Morning
(HillyCields)
23rd June: KS2 Sports Day
(Ladywell Arena)
29th June: Parents’ meeting for
new Reception starters
12th July: Y6 trip to Go Ape
21st July: Last day of term
22nd July - 31st August (inc)
Summer break

25th April 2022

Attendance

Our whole school attendance for the weeks before and after the Easter break was
93.57%. Some of this was due to unauthorised holidays within term time so we
do appreciate your support if you bring your child to school every day in term
time!
The class attendance Cigures for last fortnight are:
Birch (Y3): 97.79%
Rowan (YR): 97.04%
Fig (Y1): 96.15%
Cypress (Y6): 94.44%
Lime (Y4): 94.44%
Sycamore (YR): 94.17%
Oak (Y3): 93.56%
Aspen (Y5): 93.4%
Elm (Y2): 92%
Maple (Y2): 91.74%
Holly (Y1): 90.57%
Pine (Y4): 87.65%

Parking near school

We have had a complaint from one of our neighbours that
children are trampling on Clowerbeds and that parents are
parking in the private car park space accessed via Ashmead
Road. Can parents and carers please ensure children behave
respectfully around the school and ensure that any cars are
parked legally. Thank you.

Sad news

One of our longest serving members of staff sadly died over the Easter holidays.
Helen Markey worked here as a teaching assistant and midday supervisor for 38
years, retiring in 2017. She helped hundreds of children in that time and was very
well known in the Ashmead community. Staff who knew Helen gathered outside
the school last Thursday to pay our respects as her funeral cortège stopped brieCly
on Ashmead Road.

Safeguarding
Safeguard - to protect from harm or damage with an
appropriate measure

As the weather hopefully starts to warm up again we’d like to
remind everyone about appropriate summer clothes and
footwear that will enable your children to enjoy the sun and
outdoor play whilst also staying safe.
Shoulders, backs and upper arms should be covered children’s skin is particularly vulnerable to burning so no
vests, spaghetti straps or strapless or sleeveless tops please.
Shoes need to have a back (not Clip Clops, backless Crocs or
Birkenstocks) so that children can run and play
safely without the hazard of tripping.
Children also need to bring a named water bottle to
school every day so they can keep hydrated throughout the day.
Please do not put water bottles in book bags as they often leak over
books and ruin them!
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News from EYFS (Nursery and Reception)

A big welcome back for the Summer term, it’s been
wonderful to have the children back and hear about all
the exciting things they were doing during the Easter
break. Nursery have welcomed more friends into their
class and have been amazing at supporting their new
friends during their Cirst week. There have been some
changes in the garden during the holiday, spring has
deCinitely sprung! It sparked some wonderful
conversations about seasons and growing and we’re
excited to continue to learn more about this in the
coming weeks. Reception have been busy Cilling the
new pond in Forest School
and creating a great habitat
for the frogs, hopefully,
we’ll have some visitors
soon!
Focus Weeks are
continuing this week so
look out for the Tapestry
posts on Fridays. We really
value the information you
provide during these
weeks so thank you in
advance!
Ruth Keeble

News from Key Stage
One (Years 1 and 2)

Welcome to the Summer
Term! Our Summer 1 topics
are ‘Claws, Feathers and
Fins’ in Y1 and ‘Suffragettes’
in Y2. Y1 have been sharing
their existing animal
knowledge in science to sort
and group animals in
different ways and have
started to think about
vertebrates and invertebrates. They’ve continued their
topic in Literacy with writing based on ‘The Odd Egg’
and in art they’ve drawn birds as research for a
sculpture project. Alongside the history of The
Suffragettes, Y2 are exploring the themes of bravery and
fear. They’ve been reading ‘The Bear and the Piano’ and
will be writing their own versions this week.
Just a little reminder, please remember to log-in to
Seesaw to complete the weekly home learning. Y1 are
consolidating phonics knowledge ready for the Phonics
Screening Check in June and Y2 continue to practise
statutory spellings each week and there is also some
additional maths activities.
Emma Dodsworth

News from Key Stage 2 (Year 3, Year 4, Year 5 and Year 6)

It was wonderful to see all of the children back at school last
week and we really hope you all enjoyed a much deserved Easter
break. It feels like a long time ago now, but I wanted to give a
special mention and huge congratulations to all of the children in
Aspen class for their remarkable performance of Romeo and
Juliet at the Albany Theatre as part of the Shakespeare Schools
Festival in the Cinal week of the spring term. It was a real privilege
to watch the children perform this famous play and to work so
wonderfully well as a team.
As we enter the Cinal term of the school year, I’d also like to
remind you all to look at the knowledge organisers which were
sent home last week. Making regular reference to them at home
will support all of the new learning happening in class and will
ensure the children are able to recall these key facts more readily.
Andy McPartland

Inclusion matters - Managing anxiety

Children will sometimes display signs of anxiety regarding some aspects of life.
Here are some tips that may help you with supporting your child in these situations:
• It is important for children to be able to name their feelings. If they can’t name
them, they will then be unable to understand and work through them. Talking
about what they feel will enable and help to open up space to talk about different
ways to manage it, and different things they can do that will help - for instance - meeting friends to walk to school
together.
• A thought is just a thought. It’s not a fact, it does not make it true. So, every time that your child tells you their
anxious thoughts or worries, validate them and show them you understand, but then challenge the thought. Is it a
fact? Probably not. Is there a way of doing something practical to address it? If so, then do that. More often than
not, the worry is not helpful and so doesn’t need attention.
• Celebrating children’s successes will help them to shift their focus onto their abilities and to feel proud.
For more tips see BBC Bitesize Parent Toolkit - Dr Anna Colton
As always, if there's anything inclusion related that you would like to discuss, please contact me at
dCielding@ashmead.lewisham.sch.uk or alternatively speak to me in the playground and we can arrange a chat.
David Fielding

