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Dates for the diary
29th March: Y4 trip to the
Unicorn Theatre
30th March: Y1 and Y6 trip to St
John’s Church and Y5 rehearsal
at The Albany
30th March: Y5 performing at
The Albany as part of the
Shakespeare Schools’ Festival
31st March: PTA ‘Spring into
action’ FUNdraiser, 3.30pm.
1st April: Y6 Parent Workshop
(9am) and last day of term
4th - 18th April (inc)
Easter break
27th April: Y2 Suffragette
workshop
29th April: KS2 Super Sonics
music concert
2nd May - Bank Holiday
School closed
4th May: Y1 trip to Woodlands
Farm
5th May: INSET day
(school closed to children)
9th May: Y3 Oak trip to British
Museum
9th - 12th May: Key Stage 2
SATS week
19th May: School census day
23rd May: Y3 Birch trip to
British Museum
27th May: Last day of half term
30th May - 3rd June (inc)
May half term break
6th - 10th June: Science week

28th March 2022

Attendance
Our whole school attendance (excluding Nursery) for the last fortnight was 93.92%.
We are hoping that this last week of term before Easter sees attendance Cigures rise
again. Thanks for your ongoing support.
The class attendance Cigures for last fortnight are:
Rowan (YR): 99%
Aspen (Y5): 96.96%
Fig (Y1): 96.92%
Pine (Y4): 96.11%
Cypress (Y6): 96%
Elm (Y2): 95.4%
Holly (Y1): 94.63%
Birch (Y3): 92.68%
Lime (Y4): 92.38%
Oak (Y3): 91.37%
Sycamore (YR): 89.86%
Maple (Y2): 85.8%

Ashmead School PTA - Spring Into Action FUNdraiser
Thursday 31st March
•Second hand books for sale
•Cakes (home made & shop bought)
•Plants /seedlings for sale
•Easter Egg tombola
•RafCle
All donations of books, cakes, plants/seedlings and Easter eggs
gratefully received!
Volunteers who can help set up (from 2pm) and serve on a stall (from 3.20pm) on
Thursday, please contact ashmeadschoolpta@gmail.com

Safeguarding
Safeguard - to protect from harm or damage with an
appropriate measure

Technology is wonderful but children do need lots of help
and supervision to ensure they use it safely. In the holidays
children may well use screens more than usual so we
thought it would be useful to remind parents and carers of
the following:
• A lot of apps that children commonly use (e.g. WhatsApp) are not meant to be used
until they are 13!
• Any app or program that allows words or images to be communicated needs to be
carefully monitored by parents (e.g. WhatsApp, Roblox, Snapchat, Instagram, etc.)
• Children need to know that they can come to you if they encounter anything they
Cind confusing or worrying. In our experience it is best to combine this with regular
checking of content your child accesses, is sent or sends to others. This means
checking browser histories, messaging systems, photo galleries, etc.
• We highly recommend setting up parental controls on any devices your child uses
and your internet service provider.
• Remember you are in charge! If you set Cirm boundaries about screen usage early on
it will make it easier for children as they get older, e.g. we would strongly
recommend not allowing devices in bedrooms overnight.
If you have questions about any of this please speak to Sean or Jane.
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Covid update

Since the last newsletter we have had 17 positive Covid cases in the school community. We
continue to operate our risk assessment and we encourage families to follow the appropriate
Covid guidance.

News from EYFS (Nursery and Reception)

Firstly, Here we are at the end of the Spring term and it
is a pleasure to reClect on how much progress the
children have made so far. Don’t forget to keep reading
with your children over the Easter holidays so they are
ready to jump back into learning in the Summer term.
Reception have been busy digging out the hole for our
new pond during their weekly visits to forest school.
We’re all very excited for the frogs, and other creatures,
to have a new home. With the sun shining Nursery have
been enjoying learning in our outdoor space, especially
making dens, tents and witches' houses! We’ve also been
spotting lots of ladybirds
waking up from their
hibernation, we plan to
continue this interest
next week and develop
our bug hotel.
Lastly, if your child has
borrowed any clothes
from school please can
these be returned or any
donations would be
much appreciated
(especially socks!)
Thank you!
Ruth Keeble

News from Key Stage One (Years 1 and 2)
With the change in weather, Y1 and Y2 have been
spending more time outside with lots of science
learning. Y1 in their outdoor area and both Y1 and Y2
in Forest School. Y1 have been busy planting bulbs,
seedlings and young plants as well as assessing
which plants are re-emerging from last year. Y2 have
been looking at microhabitats in Forest School and
researching the needs of their indoor plants.
If you have any cuttings, offshoots, unwanted plants or
are able to donate a plant, please do get in touch. We
are aiming to add a range of indoor plants to
the classrooms to observe and
look after, for example: cacti,
succulents, ferns, trailing/
climbing, palms, foliage
plants, low light lovers,
Clowering plants and unusual
plants, such as air plants.
Any outdoor plants would
also be welcomed,
especially ferns, grasses and
wildClowers, and bee-friendly
plants for Forest
School. Thank you!
Emma Dodsworth

News from Key Stage 2 (Year 3, Year 4, Year 5 and Year 6)

Last Friday, a team of eleven of our Year 5 and 6 children competed in the annual Lewisham schools swimming
gala. Due to COVID, it is the Cirst time this event has taken place since 2018 so it was wonderful to see our amazing
children back in action and enjoying themselves so much. We won two bronze medals for the backstroke and
butterCly and narrowly missed out on a podium Cinish in the mixed medley relay.
This week, the children in Year 5 are putting the Cinal preparations in
place for their performance of Romeo and Juliet at the Albany Theatre
on Wednesday evening as part of the Shakespeare Schools Festival.
The children have worked so incredibly hard and the Cinal production
will be a real treat for anyone lucky enough to be in the audience.
Lastly, I'd like to remind any Year 6 parents about the parent workshop
which is taking place on Friday morning at 9am. We're really looking
forward to seeing you there.
Wishing you all a fantastic Easter break and we will look forward to
seeing everyone back in school on Tuesday 19th April.
Andy McPartland

Inclusion matters
Last week we celebrated Neurodiversity Celebration Week. We've been learning that
all of our brains work in different ways giving us a variety of strengths. In assembly,
we have been learning about dyslexia, ADHD, autism and dyspraxia. We learned that
many of the famous people; athletes, artists and scientists who have had diagnoses
have gone on to achieve great things. We encourage you to talk to your child about
neurodiversity this week and moving forward, so that we have a world full of
people who understand how we all learn in different ways.
If you would like to discuss anything inclusion related, please contact me at
d8ielding@ashmead.lewisham.sch.uk or alternatively catch me on the gate.
David Fielding

