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Dates for the diary
28th Feb - 11th March: Y4 Lime
swimming (every day)
1st March: Jeremy Strong author
visit and book signing after
school
2nd March: Y2 trip to Museum
of London Docklands and Y5
Shakespeare workshop (in
school)
14th - 25th March: Y4 Pine
swimming (every day)
14th - 17th March: ParentTeacher meetings and Take One
Picture exhibition at school
(booking details coming out later
this week)
17th March: Y1 trip to Tower
Bridge
23rd March: Y5 trip to Kew
Gardens
30th March: Y5 performing at
Shakespeare Schools’ Festival
4th - 18th April (inc)
Easter break
27th April: Y2 Suffragette
workshop
29th April: KS2 Super Sonics
music concert
2nd May - Bank Holiday
School closed

28th February 2022

Attendance
Our whole school attendance for the last week and the week before half term
(excluding Nursery) rose to 95.28%. Thanks for your cooperation and support in
bringing your children to school whenever they are well enough to attend.
The class attendance Digures for last fortnight are:
Sycamore (YR): 98.62%
Pine (Y4): 97.21%
Aspen (Y5): 96.91%
Rowan (YR): 96.5%
Maple (Y2): 96.2%
Lime (Y4): 95.83%
Fig (Y1): 95.58%
Oak (Y3): 95.02%
Holly (Y1): 93.46%
Birch (Y3): 93.21%
Elm (Y2): 92.46%
Cypress (Y6): 92.46%

Art Project
You might have noticed some new art in the arched doorway next to our
new entrance. This mural is being created by one of our parents,
Fabienne Crocket. She met with a group of our children to gather ideas
for the mural which is really brightening up our new entrance, it is not
quite Dinished but we are loving it so far! Thank you Fabienne!

Jeremy Strong Visit and Book Characters!

We are very lucky to have children’s author Jeremy Strong visiting
us tomorrow Tuesday 1st March. There will be a book sale after
school in our small hall tomorrow where Jeremy will be available to
sign purchased books. Books will be priced at either £6 or £7.
On Thursday it is World Book Day but we know that dressing up
can be stressful for children and parents! Instead of dressing up if
you want to show your creativity in a different way, why not
decorate a potato in the style of a book character? You can either
bring it to school this week or share a photo on Seesaw or Tapestry!

Speedo’s ‘Back to the pool’ initiative
To coincide with all our Y5 and Y4 children getting back to the pool
to have intensive swimming lessons, Speedo provided every child
with a free swim bag, water bottle and dive ring. Our Dirst class has
completed their lessons with Y4 Lime starting theirs this week!

Walking to school (but not on the road!)
The vast majority of our children live within a short walking distance to school
therefore should be coming to school on foot or by scooter/bike.
When coming to school, please adhere to these rules to keep us all safe:
• If driving, please switch engines off as soon as you stop your car
• Park safely and legally (e.g. pay to park in designated visitor spaces)
• Use the pavements to walk to/from school (please do NOT walk/stand in the
road before/after school even when school street restrictions are in place).
The children have designed a poster to go up near the church where the
illegal parking/idling engines are particularly bad! Thanks for the support.

28th February 2022

Covid update

In the last two weeks in school (before and after the half term break) we have had 6 con8irmed
Covid cases in the school community. We appreciate your ongoing support in helping keep
everyone safe and being able to keep the school open to all children.

Parent Governor Election
Just before February half term we had our Parent Governor Election, it was a very close run race with two
vacancies for parents to stand as representatives of the parent body. Congratulations to Ann Azzopardi and Eibhlin
Vardy who were both duly elected and a huge thank you to Leon Blake who was a very worthy runner up!

News from EYFS (Nursery and Reception) and Key Stage One (Years 1 and 2)

We are very excited to announce the arrival of the new fully decodable reading books! This means every child in
Reception and Year 1 will be taking home a phonics reading book as well as a bedtime/reading for pleasure book.
Reception will change their books every MONDAY. Please bring book bags and yellow reading journals on this day.
Year 1 will getting new books on a MONDAY and returning them on FRIDAY. Please bring book bags and journals on
a Friday, these can stay at school until Monday where you’ll take them home with
your new books.
Each child will be reading the same book they are reading in school to develop
conDidence and Dluency. As the books will be used by another group the following
week it is crucial they are returned on the speciDied day to allow every child to
have a book at home and this system to be successful. Unfortunately if books
aren’t returned we may have to go back to online books for home reading.
Thank you for your cooperation with this new system.
Ruth Keeble and Emma Dodsworth

News from Key Stage 2
(Year 3, Year 4, Year 5 and Year 6)

It was fantastic to see all of the children return from a well deserved half term break.
The children have been as busy as always with all of the classes in Key Stage 2 beginning their new geography
topic, our fourth topic of the year already.
The children in Aspen class have been especially busy, Dinishing their swimming sessions last week before
moving onto rehearsing for their performance of William Shakespeare's
'Romeo and Juliet' which will be performed at the Albany Theatre in Deptford
in March. Stay tuned for how to secure tickets for the festival.
This week it is Year 4’s turn to begin their swimming lessons whilst the
children in Cypress class will continue to prepare for their samba drumming
performance to the whole school on March 23rd.
This week we are also looking forward to welcoming the much loved
children's author Jeremy Strong to school and getting books signed after
school tomorrow! As always, keep a close eye on the blog to see all of the
wonderful learning that takes place.
Andy McPartland

Inclusion matters
At Ashmead, we use the 5 point scale to support
children's emotional literacy. It is important that
children (and adults) learn to identify their
emotional state, the things that affect their
emotions and how they can manage their emotions independently over time.
This we know supports children to have a greater sense of well-being. Please
use this 5 point scale to support children with identifying their emotions and
support them with a tool-kit, should they need it, to help them to calm down
when their emotions overwhelm them.
If you would like to Dind out more information about this or discuss anything
else inclusion related please contact me on
dDielding@ashmead.lewisham.sch.uk or alternatively catch me on the gate.
David Fielding

