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Dates for the diary
31st Jan: Y5 Icarus Theatre
Shakespeare workshop
1st Feb: Y3 Freshwater Theatre
workshop
3rd and 4th Feb: Y2 Great Fire
of London trips
4th Feb: Y1 trip to The Maritime
Museum
7th - 11th Feb: Y5 swimming
(every day)
8th Feb: Y4 trip to Deptford
Creek
14th - 18th Feb (inc)
Half term break
21st - 25th Feb: Y5 swimming
(every day)
28th Feb - 11th March: Y4 Lime
swimming (every day)
14th - 25th March: Y4 Pine
swimming (every day)
14th - 17th March: ParentTeacher meetings (format and
location TBC nearer the time)
17th March: Y1 trip to Tower
Bridge
23rd March: Y5 trip to Kew
Gardens
30th March: Y5 performing at
Shakespeare Schools’ Festival
4th - 18th April (inc)
Easter break
27th April: Y2 Suffragette
workshop
29th April: KS2 Super Sonics
music concert
5th May: INSET day

24th January 2022

Attendance

Our attendance for the last two weeks (excluding Nursery) is 93.03%. Thanks for
your ongoing support in bringing your children in to school whenever they are well
enough to be here.
The class attendance Ligures for last fortnight are:
Sycamore (YR): 98.63%
Aspen (Y1): 97.04%
Oak (Y3): 96.88%
Cypress (Y6): 94.83%
Pine (Y4): 94.72%
Holly (Y1): 94.63%
Elm (Y2): 93.96%
Fig (Y1): 92.69%
Birch (Y3): 91.25%
Maple (Y2): 88.91%
Lime (Y4) 86.78%
Rowan (YR) 85.98%

Parking near school
As you know Ashmead Road became a designated School
Street in September 2020 and now only residents can
drive down the road between 8.30 and 9.30am and 3pm to
4pm. Almost all our children live within walking distance
from the school so should really be coming to school by
foot or on a scooter or bike. However, many children are
still driven to school and the parking in surrounding
streets has become a problem for families and residents
alike. If there is a reason you must drive to school please park responsibly and legally
and turn off your engines when waiting. Leaving your engine running (known as
idling) produces noxious fumes that our children have to walk to school through.
Please do consider walking to school wherever possible. Thanks for your support and
understanding.

Can you help?

Some years ago a boy called Darlo attended Lucas Vale
school, he became ill with leukaemia and sadly passed away
at the age of 14. As a mark of respect and to remember Darlo,
the school have developed a peace garden dedicated to him
on Lucas Street. The garden featured a large buddha statue
which sadly was stolen on 19th January at 9.30pm. Did you
see anything or know where it might have gone? The school
would love to have it returned. Please contact 020 8692 4660
if you can help. Thank you.

Safeguarding
For children to feel safe in school it is important that they pass
on any issues to adults as soon as possible. If parents become
aware of issues, it is important these are dealt with by speaking
to school staff ASAP. On rare occasions, parents sometimes speak
directly to other children or parents. We have found this to be
unhelpful - the chances of emotions getting in the way of resolving the issue are too
high - and our expectation is that children are never spoken to directly by another
child’s parents. Instead, please remember to bring any issue to an appropriate adult at
school. Thanks for your cooperation.
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Covid update

Since last Monday we have had 18 con5irmed Covid cases in the school community. We
appreciate your ongoing support in helping keep everyone safe and being able to keep the
school open to all children.

News from EYFS (Nursery and Reception)

The cold weather over the past couple of weeks has led to some exciting learning
opportunities and exploration of scientiLic concepts. The children have been excited to see
the morning frost and frozen water in our outdoor area and to Lind ways to make it melt.
Reception have really begun to use their new phonics skills in their play; for example,
writing get well soon cards, creating their own bingo games and recording their own
stories. It’s great to explore these new skills at home too; each new phonics sound is
uploaded to Tapestry to support you with this. Don’t forget to log in to their online phonics
reading books at ebooks.collinsopenpage.com to support your child’s reading skills too.
Nursery have loved welcoming new friends into the class and we are so impressed with how everyone has managed
this change and to see wonderful new friendships blossom. Willow have been busy at the craft table this week,
exploring drawing, cutting and painting - all in their own unique way. We’re excited to see these skills and ideas
develop!
Ruth Keeble

News from KS1
(Year 1 and Year 2)

Y2 are fast becoming experts on the
Great Fire of London and have enjoyed
writing in role this week as they
explored diary writing. In maths
they've started their work on
multiplication and division - now's the
time to start working on those 2, 5 and
10 times tables at home when you have
a spare Live minutes. Both Y2 classes are also about to
start an exciting DT project. As always, we really
appreciate donations of recycling to stock our class
workshop areas. Finally, Maple and Elm have trips next
week so please don't forget to return the online
permission slip. Y1 have been enjoying all things pirate
over the last two weeks and are halfway through our
pirate books that include ‘what to do as a pirate’ and ‘How
to Lind treasure’. When we’re not walking the plank or
making hooks for hands, we are mixing colours. We’ve
enjoyed two weeks of colour theory in art, exploring the
primary and secondary colours, producing intense
process pieces in our sketchbooks and stunning Rothko
inspired colour Lield paintings. Y1 also have a trip coming
up with the deadline for online permission slips today
(Monday 24th).
Emma Dodsworth

News from KS2
(Year 3, Year 4, Year
5 and Year 6)

All of the children have
been working as hard as
ever over the last few
weeks in Key Stage 2 with
some absolutely
astonishing learning
taking place. Year 3 have enjoyed learning about
volcanoes in their geography work whilst Year 4
have produced some beautiful artwork based on
their topic of rivers. In Year 5, the children have
been getting to grips with the story of William
Shakespeare's Romeo and Juliet as they begin to
prepare for their participation in the Shakespeare
Schools Festival 2022 in March. The children in
Cypress class had an incredible experience last
week as they were treated to a Zoom visit with Hedi
Argent as part of Holocaust Memorial Day. Hedi
moved to the UK with her parents six weeks before
war was declared with Germany in 1939 and she
shared with us her very painful memories of school
life in Vienna as a Jewish child.
Andy McPartland

Inclusion matters
Inclusion Matters Spotlight: Celebrated
people with ADHD - Simone Biles
Simone Biles is the most decorated
American gymnast ever and some would
say the greatest gymnast of all time.
Throughout her career, she has won 19
World Championship and Olympic GOLD medals. She famously wrote on
Twitter, in 2016, after hackers tried to leak her diagnosis of ADHD to the
world: "Having ADHD and taking medicine for it is nothing to be ashamed of
and nothing I am afraid to let people know.”
Born in Columbus, Ohio, Simone began training as a gymnast at the age of 8
and has excelled ever since. She shows that, whoever we are and whatever our
obstacles, we can achieve whatever we want to if we put our minds to it.

