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Dates for the diary
8th Dec: Y1 trip to Oxleas
Wood
10th Dec: Christmas Jumper
Day in aid of Save the
Children, donate online (link
sent previously)
10th Dec: Reception
Christmas songs in
playground (3.10pm)
13th Dec: Y1 Christmas songs
in playground (3.10pm)
14th Dec: Fig class (Y1)
morning trip to The Albany
14th Dec: Y2 Nativity (see
separate comms)
14th Dec:: Y3 Christmas
songs in playground (3.10pm)
15th Dec: Christmas Lunch
Day
15th Dec: Holly class (Y1)
morning trip to The Albany
15th Dec: Y5/6 Christmas
songs in playground (3.10pm)
16th Dec: Y5/Y6 out to Panto
at Lewisham College (pm)
16th Dec: Y4 Christmas songs
in playground (3.10pm)
17th Dec: Last day of autumn
term (normal +inish time)
20th Dec - 3rd January (inc)
Winter break
4th January: INSET day
(school closed to children)
5th Jan: Reception - Y6
children back in school
7th Jan: Nursery reopens

6th December 2021

Attendance

Our attendance +igures have taken a bit of a hit over the last fortnight and gone
down to 93.93%. Let’s hope as many of you as possible will be in school for the
end of term. Thanks for your ongoing support.
The class attendance +igures for last fortnight are:
Cypress (Y6): 98.33%
Pine (Y4): 98.33%
Rowan (YR): 98.17%
Elm (Y2): 95.21%
Holly (Y1): 94.85%
Birch (Y3): 93.28%
Sycamore (YR): 92.67%
Aspen (Y5): 92.41%
Lime (Y4): 92.36%
Oak (Y3) 90.8%
Fig (Y1) 90.77%
Maple (Y2): 90.08%

Lewisham Way entrance

The use of the new entrance went well today with lots of
excited children (and parents) taking up the offer to use that
entrance if it is easier/closer to home.
Here is a reminder of the key messages we've given children
about the use of the new entrance:
• Road safety is, as always, of the highest importance. We
have reminded the children about how to cross roads
safely and have showed a video of traf+ic on Lewisham
Way to demonstrate how much busier this road is than
Ashmead Road.
• The new entrance space is large so we'd like children and families to spread out
along this space rather than crowd near the gates at drop-off and before pick-up.
• As families leave at the end of the day we ask that the whole space is used, not
just the +irst set of stairs. This will help to avoid crowding.
• We have emphasised that children should always walk near or at the new
entrance. Running, cycling, scooting, etc. is not safe on a very busy road like
Lewisham Way, either on the entrance or on the pavement.
• We have brought Year Five and Year Six children (who may use the entrance
independently) to the entrance to emphasise our messages. Y5/6 children
whose family have given permission to walk to and from school
independently can use this entrance or the existing Ashmead one. If families
would prefer their children to only use the Ashmead Road entrance please let us
know and we will support this as much as we can.
• We have asked for particular care to be taken around the bus stop as this
may become crowded as passengers exit buses.
• Bikes and scooters for users of the new entrance will be stored next to the
wooden sheds accessed through the cage. Children need to use the same
entrance at the beginning and end of the day if they are leaving bikes or scooters
here.
• Bagels are now accessible from the middle of the
playground.
• There is a litter bin by the bus stop which we request
is used for any rubbish families need to dispose of.
Please let Sean or Jane know if you have any questions
or suggestions regarding the new entrance.
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As you know from our correspondence last week we have had a few new con+irmed Covid cases in
school bringing the total to +ive con+irmed cases this half term (and a total of six since September).
Please do support us to stop the spread by getting a PCR for your child if there is a con+irmed case in
their year group or if they are displaying symptoms. Thanks for your support.

News from EYFS (Nursery and Reception)
Reception have been busy creating Christmas decorations for their classrooms and rehearsing their
songs ready for their performance. Remember to come to school for 3:10pm on Friday 10th
December to see a live performance of a couple of songs and look out for the full virtual
performance in the last week of term. Nursery are still loving maps and have been creating their
own pirate maps, along with building boats and wonderful imaginative play.
Thank you for all the recycled items being donated for crafts, please do keep them coming! As I’m
sure you have seen from our classrooms we like to create a feel of ‘a home from home' so if you are
ever thinking of throwing out any household items or furniture (e.g. teapot or coffee table) we may
be able to +ind a new home for it here. Thank you!
Ruth Keeble

News from KS1
(Year 1 and Year 2)

News from KS2
(Year 3, Year 4, Year 5 and Year 6)

We’re fast approaching the end of another brilliant half term
in KS1 but we’re not slowing down yet. Y2 are underway with
their nativity rehearsals and can’t wait to perform their play The Inn-Spectors - to their audiences at home (and hopefully
in school). Please support your child by helping them to
practise their lines at home and don’t forget to send in their
black clothing ASAP. Let Beth or Nicole know if you have any
questions at all. Y1 are off to the woods on Wednesday for
their +irst school trip - they are all very excited! Y1 have also
been working on some songs for their
mini-concert on Monday 13th
December, 3.10pm in the playground.
Finally, please remember to take a
look at the phonics (Y1) and spelling
(Y2) workshops on seesaw - we’d
really appreciate your feedback to
make these as useful as possible.
Emma Dodsworth

It was wonderful to see so many of you at the fair on Saturday.
As we enter the +inal two weeks of the Autumn term, I wanted
to remind families of the importance of children bringing a
coat to school everyday. The children also need to bring a
named water bottle that will be kept safely within the
classrooms.
I’d also like to point to the class Seesaw pages, where you will
+ind an information video explaining how and why we teach
times tables at Ashmead. The national
expectation is that all children by the
end of Year 4 know their times tables
up to 12 x 12 and will be tested on
this. If you would like any more
information or have any questions at
all please don’t hesitate to contact
me. Many thanks, to all of you, for
your on-going support.
Andy McPartland

End of term events
Reception, Year 1, Year 3, Year 4, Year 5 and Year 6 singing:
After a really successful outdoor Winter Fair on Saturday, we would like to invite parents to some outdoor singing events to
celebrate the end of term. These will happen in the playground - two classes at a time for safety with as much social distancing
as is practical (we ask for your help with this). The dates for each year group are in the 'Dates for the diary' section. Once the
children have +inished we would ask parents to collect their children from the 'stage' area in the middle playground and, unless
waiting for siblings to +inish school, leave the playground before it opens to the rest of the school.
Reception Winter Performance
The children have been working on some performances in class that we are recording and will share the link with you on
Thursday 16th December to watch the 'premiere' at home! Dressing up optional!
Year 2 Nativity
Year 2 (Maple and Elm) have been practising a Nativity and will be sending a video of this out to families to watch with their
children on Wednesday 15th December. Ideally we would also love to perform this show to a small audience as long as we feel
this is safe to do so at the time. As always we are balancing the need for robust health and safety measures with the need to
offer enriching experiences for children and families. This is a tricky balance and we cannot guarantee an indoor event will be
able to go ahead at this stage due to the fast-moving Covid situation. If it does go ahead (having
considered local and national data and health advice) key features of our risk assessment would be:
- We would only be able to accommodate one person per Year 2 family.
- We would ask that the person coming does a lateral +low test no more than 12 hours beforehand
- We are also asking every visitor to wear a mask.
- The hall will be very well ventilated and it may be chilly so the person attending needs to wrap up
warm!
Of course, there is no obligation to attend and if you would prefer to only watch the recorded version at
home that is your choice. The live show will be at 2.30pm on Tuesday 14th December. Year 2 parents
should email admin@ashmead.lewisham.sch.uk if you would like to book a place (one per family) to see
the Y2 Nativity.

