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Dates for the diary
10th Nov: Governors Meeting
- 6pm
11th Nov: Open morning for
prospective parents (ring to
book)
12th Nov: 9.15am PTA Coffee
morning & Winter fair
planning
15th Nov: 6.45pm PTA Social
evening & Winter fair
planning
19th Nov: Open morning for
prospective parents (ring to
book)
22nd - 26th Nov: Geography
Week (focus on mapping)
29th Nov: Open morning for
prospective parents (ring to
book)
4th Dec: PTA Winter Fair
6th Dec: Y3 Prehistoric
Britain workshop (in school)
7th Dec: Open morning for
prospective parents (ring to
book)
10th Dec: Christmas Jumper
Day
14th Dec: Fig class (Y1) trip
to The Albany
14th Dec: Y2 Nativity (TBC if
in school or online)
15th Dec: Holly class (Y1)
trip to The Albany
15th Dec: Christmas Lunch
Day!
17th Dec: Last day of autumn
term (normal Einish time)

9th November 2021

Attendance

It’s great to have all the children back after the October half term break. Our
whole school attendance (excluding Nursery) for the last fortnight was 94.25%.
The class attendance Eigures for last fortnight are:
Fig (Y1): 98.08%
Holly (Y1): 96.15%
Sycamore (YR): 96.07%
Aspen (Y5): 95.77%
Pine (Y4): 95.63%
Cypress (Y6): 94.76%
Lime (Y4): 94.64%
Rowan (YR): 94.02%
Birch (Y3): 93.72%
Oak (Y3) 92.03%
Elm (Y2) 90.71%
Maple (Y2): 89.47%

Reminders

Warm clothes: Please make sure your child is dressed
appropriately for the weather. This includes a waterproof coat for
playtimes and enough layers to be worn in class as we have to
keep windows open even on the coldest days to ensure the rooms
are well ventilated. In Nursery, Reception and Y1 the outside
doors are also open to allow for free Elow between the indoor and
outdoor areas so please make sure your child is wrapped up so
they are comfortable.
Water bottles: Please make sure your child has a named water bottle in school
every day, if not we will phone to ask you to bring one in.
Named items: On the issue of clothing can we please make another
appeal to clearly label all home items that come in to school? It is
unlikely that we can Eind and return clothes to the right children if
they are not named. This is the case with all items that come to
school: clothes; footwear, bags; water bottles; lunch boxes etc.
Replacing lost items is costly and naming them makes it more likely that any left
items are returned to the right child.

Parent Governor election

This week we have our Eirst full governing body meeting since
our parent governor election so we are excited to ofEicially
welcome Ejike Agubor to the governing body.
Thanks again to the other parent governor candidates, Ann
Azzopardi and Teng-Teng Chung.

Safeguarding

Safeguard - to protect from harm or damage with
an appropriate measure
As mentioned above, the cold, crisp days are upon us, so
your child needs a (named!) waterproof coat to wear
outside and shoes or trainers that will cope with running
around on a potentially wet or slippery playground. If
wellington boots are worn to school, please do send your child in with a pair of
indoor shoes to change into.
Thanks for your ongoing support.
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News from EYFS (Nursery and Reception)

EYFS have settled back in to their learning this half term and Reception have started
their daily phase 2 phonics sessions. Please do check tapestry to see what sounds
they are learning each week and some activities to support their learning at home.
Learning these sounds have kick started some wonderful independent writing in
their play! Reception will also begin reading books linking to the sounds they are
learning in school. You should have been given a login for ‘bug club’ that has a great
range of online books to practice these reading skills at home too. Please aim to do 10
minutes of reading with your child each day!
Nursery have been fascinated with the leaves and sycamore seeds falling from the
trees so we are reading the book ‘Tree’ this week to help explore why they might be
falling down and how the trees change through the seasons.

News from KS1
(Year 1 and
Year 2)

It is lovely to see
everyone back in
school after the half
term break and we are
all excited about our
new topics. In Year 1
we are starting a brand
new topic called ‘The
Enchanted Wood’ where we will be exploring
the seasonal changes that occur in a wood and
why woods and trees are so important. We
will even be going on a woodland walk to Eind
out more! In Year 2 our topic of Stories over
time will be focusing on aspects of
Christianity and Hinduism and some of the
stories associated with each religion as well as
key festivals and celebrations for this time of
year like Diwali and Christmas. If you’d like to
know more, have a look at our Knowledge
Organisers and Curriculum Overviews that
give more details about what we will be
covering.

News from KS2
(Year 3, Year 4, Year 5
and Year 6)

We are all raring to go this half term and
are getting stuck into our new topics. Year
3 are learning about Prehistoric Britain
and over the course of the half term they
will be Einding out about how our earliest
ancestors laid the foundations for life in
Britain. They will also have a workshop in school to explore what
life might have been like in Prehistoric times. In Year 4 their
topic is Roman Britain so they are thinking about how aspects of
Roman Britain are still evident today. They’ll be thinking about
how the Celts and Romans were different and why Boudicca led
a revolt against the Romans, such an exciting topic! Year 5 are
exploring a geography topic about Global Inequality and thinking
about slums and how they develop. This is a really thought
provoking topic with lots of opportunities for discussion and
debate. Year 6 will be investigating slightly more recent history
when they study The Industrial Revolution and thinking about
how conditions changed over these times. They have a Victorian
workshop to look forward to to experience what life might have
been like in Victorian times! Do have a look at the Knowledge
Organisers that have been sent out for each year group as they
have more information on about our learning.

PTA Update

Thanks to all for baking, buying, selling or otherwise helping at the PTA cake sale on 8th October - we raised an
amazing £500! How can we make even more? And what will we be doing with it? Join us on:
Friday 12th November from 09.15 at 28 Lind Street SE8 4JE and/or
Monday 15th November from 18.45 upstairs at the Brookmill Pub, 65 Cranbrook Road SE8 4EJ
These informal events are for parents/carers to get to know each other and help the PTA kick-start event planning
for this term. Come along to Eind out more about the Winter Fair on 4th December and contribute your ideas to
help us enrich our children's time at school.

8th November 2021

The 2021-22 PTA Committee was elected at the online Annual General Meeting (AGM) on 18th October. Thank you
to all those in attendance and to the 2020-21 committee members for their support and engagement.
Special thanks goes to Ginny Sandringham for everything she has done for the PTA and Ashmead's children over the
years.
Welcome to new members of the Committee: Ann Azzopardi (Treasurer) and Kate Wiggins
(Sustainability), with Emmy Graham taking over from Ginny as Class WhatsApp Group Coordinator.
Do join the PTA mailing list and your children's class/year WhatsApp groups to keep in the
loop, particularly if you aren't able to join us in person at our meetings on 12th/15th
November.
Best wishes from the 2021-22 PTA Committee - Liz, Gemma, Ann, Emmy, Angie, Matt & Kate

9th November 2021
There has only been one positive Covid case in school since September, which we have already
informed parents about. We continue to be vigilant in ensuring our risk assessment works well
to protect us all.

Lewisham Way entrance

Thank you to everyone who responded to our survey about opening up the entrance on
Lewisham Way, I know some of you have also spoken to us recently about when this could
happen. The main reason that we have been waiting before using the entrance is that TfL
needed to raise the dropped kerb on Lewisham Way. This was done at the weekend so we can
now go ahead with using the entrance as soon as possible. We will talk to the children about
this in assemblies and we will rehearse how to use this entrance with some children. We will
write to you as soon as possible with a date for when we will start using this entrance and with
details of how it will work.

Inclusion Matters - Nurturing independent learners
Developing independence in all children is very important to us at Ashmead. It is
important for children as learners and thinkers to be able to think for
themselves, becoming self motivated in their growth as learners. This term, part
of our ongoing continuous professional development has been focused around
nurturing independence in the children we teach at Ashmead. In our teacher
and teaching assistant staff meetings we have been looking at how we can
encourage children to think, problem solve and be successful with growing
independence.
These are some of the strategies we are continuing to work on developing as a teaching team to support your
children to become more independent learners.
Self-scaffolding
Self-scaffolding represents the highest level of pupil independence. Adults observe, giving pupils time for
processing and thinking. Self scaffolders can: plan how to approach a task; problem- solve as they go; and review
how they approached a task.
Prompting
Adults provide prompts when pupils are unable to self-scaffold. Prompts encourage pupils to draw on their own
knowledge, but refrain from specifying a strategy. The aim is to nudge pupils into deploying a self-scaffolding
technique. For example: ‘What do you need to do Eirst?’; ‘What’s your plan?’; ‘You can do this!’
Clueing
Often pupils know the strategies or knowledge required to solve a problem, but Eind it difEicult to call them to
mind. Clues worded as questions provide a hint in the right direction. The answer must contain a key piece of
information to help pupils work out how to move forward. Always start with a small clue.
Modelling
Prompts and clues can be ineffective when pupils encounter a task that requires a new skill or strategy. TAs, as
conEident and competent experts, can model while pupils actively watch and listen. Pupils should try the same
step for themselves immediately afterwards.
Correcting
Correcting involves providing answers and requires no independent thinking. Occasionally it is appropriate to do
this; however, TAs should always aim instead to model and encourage pupils to apply new skills or knowledge
Eirst.
At home, you can encourage and nurture independence in lots of different ways depending on their age and stage
- Include your child in age appropriate chores in the household
- Develop a chart to help them keep track of all the things they are doing for
themselves and others
- Encourage your child to think about what they could do to solve a problem Eirst
before helping them to solve it straight away
- Provide support when things are challenging
- Help your child to set achievable goals and work towards achieving them with a
simple reward at the end.
As always, if you have any questions or concerns you would like to discuss with the
SENCO, then please =ind me in the playground at the end of the day or alternatively you
can reach me on 020 8692 6081 or d=ielding@ashmead.lewisham.sch.uk

