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Dates for the diary
22nd - 26th Nov: Geography
Week (focus on mapping)
29th Nov - 3rd Dec: Parent
online workshops via SeesawPhonics/Spelling for Key
Stage 1 and a Times Tables
focus for Key Stage 2.
3rd Dec: Freshwater Theatre
workshop for Y6
4th Dec: PTA Winter Fair
6th Dec: Y3 Prehistoric
Britain workshop
8th Dec: Y1 trip to Oxleas
Wood
10th Dec: Christmas Jumper
Day
14th Dec: Fig class (Y1) trip
to The Albany
14th Dec: Y2 Nativity
(virtual)
15th Dec: Holly class (Y1)
trip to The Albany
15th Dec: Christmas Lunch
Day!
16th Dec: Y5/Y6 out to Panto
at Lewisham College
17th Dec: Last day of autumn
term (normal Cinish time)
20th Dec - 3rd January (inc)
Winter break
4th January: INSET day
(school closed to children)
5th Jan: Reception - Y6
children back in school

22nd November 2021

Attendance

It’s good to see that our whole school attendance (excluding Nursery) for the last
fortnight has gone up slightly to 95.83%. Thanks for your support!
The class attendance Cigures for last fortnight are:
Holly (Y1): 99.05%
Pine (Y4): 98.06%
Cypress (Y6): 98%
Sycamore (YR): 97.63%
Birch (Y3): 96.72%
Rowan (YR): 95.67%
Fig (Y1): 95.19%
Aspen (Y5): 95.19%
Maple (Y2): 94.23%
Lime (Y4) 93.28%
Elm (Y2) 93.6%
Oak (Y3): 93.4%

Lewisham Way entrance
We are going to start using our additional entrance on
Lewisham Way from Monday 6th December. More details and
timings to follow! We will run assemblies about this next
week as well as organising 'dry runs' for using this entrance
with some classes (particularly Y5 and Y6 where children may
travel to and from school on their own)
If you are a Y5 or Y6 parent whose child travels independently
and you would prefer your child not to use the Lewisham
Way entrance please email admin@ashmead.lewisham.sch.uk We cannot
guarantee preventing your child using this entrance but we can do our best to
make sure they use the Ashmead Road one.

How can parents support us in making sure
the new entrance is used safely?

Please ensure you keep giving your children key messages about crossing roads
whether or not they are old enough to do this by themselves. Please reinforce the
need for alertness near trafCic and of waiting and looking both ways before and
during a road being crossed. Unfortunately we have had several near misses in
the last few days when children have run or scooted straight into the road!
Children should be taught to be alert and cautious even when crossing at trafCic
lights. We are again reminding parents that we want children to only use the
pavements during our 'School Street' hours. PLEASE DO NOT WAIT/WALK/
SCOOT IN THE ROAD! Cars, lorries, bikes and motorcycles can and do drive along
Ashmead Road. This is much less likely to happen than before we were made a
School Street of course but a smaller risk is still a risk. Frankly, we are very
worried that children, particularly our younger children, may get used to walking
on the road during our School Street hours and that this could make their
behaviour less safe on other roads at other times.
Please support us by ensuring your children walk/scoot to and from school on the
pavement and not on the road. Thank you.

There have been no conCirmed Covid cases within school this half term. We continue to be vigilant in
ensuring our risk assessment works well to protect us all.

22nd November 2021

Safeguarding

Safeguard - to protect from harm or damage with an appropriate measure
During November we take a detailed look at anti-bullying at Ashmead. These messages
are reinforced throughout the year. Here are some of the key messages we give to
children:
• We take bullying very seriously.
• Bullying is a repeated behaviour (but of course individual incidents can be serious even
if they are not classed as bullying).
• Bullying can take different forms, e.g. physical, verbal, discriminatory language, online.
• The most important thing we tell children, if they are worried that someone they know or they are being bullied,
is to always tell an adult. This is because only adults have the power to take action to stop bullying from
happening. Also, because some bullying can be subtle and hard to spot it is crucial that children let adults know if
they are worried bullying is happening. This is why we have no tolerance at all for children calling each other
names as a result of letting adults know about unkind behaviour.
Please let the school know immediately if you have any concerns.

News from EYFS (Nursery and Reception)

EYFS have started to get festive this week! Reception have been busy learning songs for their winter performance,
I’m sure you’ve heard some of them being sung at home! Reception have also been enjoying
exploring crafts using recycled materials. If you have any boxes, bottles, pots, lids etc, at home
we would love to make use of them in school to create more amazing pieces of art.
Nursery have shown an interest in exploring maps of London and creating landmarks with the
construction materials, this coincidently links well with the focus of ‘mapping’ for Geography
Week. Reception will be reading ‘My Map Book’ this week and exploring key features of maps
and maps of their local area.
Don’t forget to bring your child’s book bag to school on their speciCied reading day along with
the yellow reading journal. This is a great way to know what new sounds and tricky words to
practice in their reading at home.
Ruth Keeble

News from KS1
(Year 1 and
Year 2)

Our new topics are well
underway! Y1 have
been observing
seasonal changes with
some very careful
drawings of trees and leaf litter in the playground
and our ‘Weather Watchers’ are gathering
weather data. Y2 have been learning about
Hinduism and the festival Diwali, retelling the
story of Rama and Sita and making their own clay
Diya lamps. This week we are taking a short break
from our topics to take part in a whole school
Geography Week! We’re going to be thinking
about mapping skills from Reception to Y6 so do
keep an eye on the blog to see what we’re up to
and join in via Seesaw with the whole school
home learning activity.
Emma Dodsworth

News from KS2
(Year 3, Year 4, Year 5 and Year 6)

It’s been another very busy few weeks in all of the classes in
Key Stage 2 and the children are working as hard as ever!
Next week, all of the classes in Key Stage 2 will be publishing
videos to their class Seesaw pages which demonstrate how we
teach and learn times tables at Ashmead but also will provide
some more ideas for how to help the children continue to
practice at home. The expectation for home learning is that the
children all spend time practising their weekly spelling list
(these are always published on a Friday) and that the children
also spend time practising their times tables using TT
Rockstars. If you are having any problems with log in details
are need any support at all with
home learning, please don’t
hesitate to contact me.
This week is Geography Week
throughout the whole school so
keep your eyes on the school blog
for lots of exciting learning.
Andy McPartland

Inclusion Matters - SENDIASS

The Lewisham SENDIASS team, (Special Educational Needs and Disabilities
Information Advice and Support Services) offer information, advice and support for
parents and carers of children and young people with special educational needs and
disabilities (SEND).
Their service is free, impartial and con^idential.
KIDS SENDIASS have developed resources providing information and advice for parents, carers, professionals and
young people.
It is a legal requirement that all local authorities have a SENDIAS service and KIDS provide a number of these
services across the country. Check out their service using this website: https://www.kids.org.uk/lewisham-sendiass
As always, if you have anything Inclusion related you would like to discuss, contact me at
d?ielding@ashmead.lewisham.sch.uk or on 020 8692 6081.

