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Dates for the diary
12th, 13th and 14th Oct:
Parent-Teacher meetings (via
Zoom) 3.40 - 5.00pm
12th Oct: Y6 and Reception
height and weight check
18th Oct: PTA AGM - 9.30am
18th Oct: Individual/sibling
photos
19th Oct: Elm class trip to
Deptford Creekside
20th Oct: Maple class trip to
Deptford Creekside
22nd Oct: Lime and Pine
class trip to see ‘Little Amal’
puppet in Deptford
25th - 29th October (inc)
Half term
1st November: INSET day
(school closed to children)
5th Nov: Nasal 4lu vaccination
available for all children
17th Dec: Last day of autumn
term
20th Dec - 3rd January (inc)
Winter break

So far this half-term we have
had no positive Covid results
in school. While pleased with
this we remain cautious and
committed to our carefully
thought-out risk assessment.
We will continue to update
parents regularly throughout
the year.
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Attendance

Attendance has risen a little over the last fortnight and our whole attendance
school 4igure (excluding nursery) for the last fortnight was 94.38%.
The class attendance 4igures for last fortnight are:
Holly (Y1): 98.46%
Lime (Y4): 97.51%
Pine (Y4): 97.22%
Rowan (YR): 96.12%
Sycamore (YR): 96%
Aspen (Y5): 95.83%
Cypress (Y6): 95.58%
Birch (Y3): 92.8%
Elm (Y3): 92.6%
Oak (Y3) 91.35%
Fig (Y1) 90.6%
Maple (Y2): 88.49%

Coming in and out of school at the
end of the day

Please keep to the left: It can get quite busy coming
in and out of school at the end of the day so please do
help us keep as safe as possible by walking on the left
both coming in and going out of school. The orange
line is a good guide to support this.
Dogs: Ideally dogs should not be brought into the
school grounds. Some parents and children are quite
wary of dogs and some of our children have allergies
to animals so please do take this into consideration.
If you must bring your dog, then it should be carried
(this is obviously much easier with some dogs than others!). Tying up a dog
outside the school can bring its own complications as they will often bark and/or
be uncomfortable if they are away from their owner and there are other dogs
present. Where possible, do please leave your dog at home!
Thanks for your understanding.

Free half term activities

Migration Museum Family Fun Day - Friday 29th October, 11am - 3pm, for more
information, see the 4lyer that accompanies this newsletter.
Top-up swimming for Year 3 and over - as we said in the last newsletter Glass
Mill have resumed class swimming lessons which we will start with Year 4 and
Year 5 later this year. Parents can also apply for free swimming lessons this half
term. See the accompanying letter for more information and contact details.

Safeguarding

Safeguard - to protect from harm or damage with
an appropriate measure
We have noticed lots of untied shoelaces recently which can
cause trips and falls if not addressed! Please do support
your child to learn to tie their own shoelaces so they can
keep themselves safe. If they can’t yet tie their shoelaces
independently, then they should be wearing velcro shoes
until they can con4idently support themselves.
Thanks for your support in keeping our children safe.
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News from EYFS (Nursery and Reception)

It has been another wonderful couple of weeks in EYFS. Nursery had their 4irst trip to
forest school to collect sticks and leaves for making boats and all tackled the steep hills
with such con4idence! Rowan class have been enjoying creating pictures with Tap Tap
shapes this week and Sycamore class have been learning how to play marbles – both
fantastic ways of exploring mathematical concepts!
Soon, we will begin ‘Focus Weeks.’ When it is your child’s turn you will receive a post on
Tapestry asking for a few recent pictures and a little information about your child. You
should have received an email to activate your account on Tapestry, so please do this if
you haven’t already. We really value your input during Focus Weeks to help us learn as
much as we can about your child and how best to support them in their learning
journey.
Ruth Keeble

News from KS1
(Year 1 and Year 2)

It has been another
wonderful fortnight in
KS1. Y2 have been focusing
on Geography; naming and
locating the continents and
oceans and creating detailed
world maps including
landmarks and habitats. The
subjects we have been focusing
on in Y1 have been DT and Science. We have been
thinking about our likes and dislikes when designing and
creating a vegetable salad and exploring the senses. This
is all part of our topic ‘The Wonderful World of Me’.
Please remember to send your child in with a named
water bottle everyday and a book bag only once a week.
We are still having a lot of children bring in bags
everyday - this is not necessary and we are trying to keep
bags in the class to a minimum. In Y1 the children have a
designated book changing day and in Y2 all children
change their books on a Friday. If you are unsure of your
child’s book changing day or you have a question re
bookbags, please email your child’s teacher.
Emma Dodsworth

News from KS2
(Year 3, Year 4, Year 5 and Year 6)

As we rapidly approach the end of the 4irst half term
of the year, we are all really looking forward to seeing
you this week at our virtual parents’ evenings across
the week. The children have been working incredibly
hard and we can’t wait to share some of their fantastic
work and progress with you all.
The children in Key Stage 2 have all been enjoying
weekly music lessons this half term. Oak and Birch
class have been learning the recorder whilst Lime and
Pine classes have been enjoying their ukulele lessons.
In Aspen class, the children have weekly guitar
lessons in our new music suite and the children in
Cypress class also enjoy working in the music studio
where they have been making lots of noise and
progress in
their
drumming
skills.
Andy
McPartland

Inclusion Matters - Focus on ADHD

ADHD is one of the most common neuro-developmental disorders of childhood. Children with ADHD may have
trouble paying attention, controlling impulsive behaviours (may act without thinking about what the result will be),
or be overly active. It is normal for children to have trouble focusing and behaving at one time or another. However,
children with ADHD do not just grow out of these behaviours. The symptoms continue, can be severe and can cause
dif4iculty at school, at home, or with friends.
A child with ADHD might:
- daydream a lot
- forget or lose things a lot
- squirm or 4idget a lot
- talk a lot
- make careless mistakes
- take random risks
- have trouble taking turns
Most children will show these behaviours from time to time however the key thing to note is that there is a high
frequency in these behaviours if a child is suspected as having ADHD. In most cases ADHD is treated with a
combination of behaviour therapy and medication. Training for parents is usually the 4irst recommendation before
medication is trialled. A combination of these treatments can have a transformative impact on a child's happiness
and ability to function in school.
If you are concerned that your child shows any of these behaviours regularly, then please speak to me on 020 8692
6081 or send me an email at d@ielding@ashmead.lewisham.sch.uk Alternatively you can catch me in the playground at
the end of the day.
David Fielding

