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Dates for the diary
We will be restarting Parent
Workshops this term so keep an
eye out for dates of upcoming
events. These will initially be
virtual. We are hoping to
return to face to face
workshops in the future.

17th Sept: Class videos
available via Tapestry and
Seesaw from 4pm
20th Sept: Secondary
Transfer Meeting for Y6
parents - 4.30pm via Zoom
11th, 12th, 13th and 14th
Oct: Parent-Teacher meetings
(via Zoom) 3.40 - 5.00pm
18th Oct: PTA AGM - 9.30am
and individual/sibling photos
25th - 29th October (inc)
Half term
1st November: INSET day
(school closed to children)

Attendance

It is lovely to see all the
children back in school,
thanks for your support and
cooperation bringing your
children in to school every
day and on time. These
attendance Jigures do not yet
include EYFS children who
are still settling.
The class attendance Jigures
for last fortnight are:
Cypress (Y6): 98.85%
Pine (Y4): 98.61%
Holly (Y1): 98.39%
Birch (Y3): 97.32%
Lime (Y4): 97.08%
Aspen (Y5): 96.1%
Oak (Y3): 96.01%
Maple (Y2): 93.9%
Fig (Y2): 93.21%
Elm (Y2): 85.23%

15th September 2021

Covid Risk Assessment

We wrote to parents at the beginning of the term to explain the new expectations
in terms of the Covid risk assessment. This has gone well so far and we thank
families for their cooperation in helping us to have a smooth start to the term. We
meet regularly (at least fortnightly) with other headteachers, the local authority
and with representatives from Public Health England and in our last meeting
there was an adjustment to the guidance which I wanted to let families know
about. Our original guidance said that we could not let families know if there was
a case of Covid in the school as contact tracing is now solely handled by NHS Test
and Trace. We have now been advised that we can let families know when there is
a case in a year group/class. In those circumstances we will not be allowed to tell
parents whether their child is a close contact or not (unless we are asked to do
this by NHS Test and Trace). But do remember that one of the most signiJicant
changes in guidance is that children under 18 only need to self-isolate if they
have Covid symptoms or a positive Covid test result. If you were advised by NHS
Test and Trace that your child is a close contact you would be asked to organise a
PCR test for them. They would continue to attend school and would only need to
self-isolate should they have a positive test. We cannot say at this stage how
quickly contact tracing will work in practice should we have a positive case (since
the start of term we have had no positive Covid test results). We hope further
clariJications will come as the term progresses. The contingency plan has been
updated to include a reference to the possibility of bubbles returning should very
high numbers of positive cases be reached.
We continue to monitor our existing risk assessment closely and welcome any
ongoing feedback from parents and carers.

Home-School communications

Here is some key information on communications between home and school this term.
Year Six secondary school applications: We will have a Zoom meeting on this at
4.30pm next Monday. The Year 6 children have also taken a booklet home with lots
more information in it!
Parents’ evenings will be on 11th – 14th October this term. We will keep these via
Zoom but we hope that the Spring meetings will be in person.
Class videos: Each year group will publish a class video on Seesaw/Tapestry this
Friday. These will give information about the curriculum timetable, homework
expectations and other items too. We are trialling this approach in place of our
meet the teacher meetings given poor attendance at these meetings prior to Covid
and how soon this term our parents' evening meetings will be.
Lewisham Way entrance to school: We will survey parents this week to Jind out
who would use this entrance if we started using it and share our plans on how to
make this safe. While we plan this we would really appreciate families keeping to
the left of the orange line as you enter and leave school at the end of the day.
Parent survey: We will be doing a full parent survey later this term. This will ask
key questions as well as providing parents with the opportunities to feed back any
strengths or areas of development you would like us to be aware of.
After School Club: Our eventual aim is to run this at Ashmead with our own staff.
We will survey parents later this term to see what the likely take-up would be.
Workshops: We are keen to return to running parent workshops to help parents
support children’s learning in reading, maths, handwriting and so on. If you have
ideas for workshops we could run please email admin@ashmead.lewisham.sch.uk
If you have anything you would like to discuss we are always happy to talk to parents
in person, via phone or Zoom. In most cases the class teacher is the best person to talk
to but alternatively you can speak to phase leaders (Ruth EYFS, Emma KS1, Andy
KS2), our inclusion lead David or Sean or Jane.

15th September 2021

School Street

For the safety of children and adults please try to stay off the road and keep on the pavement before
and after school. The School Street does not stop vehicles driving down the road. Most drivers are
pretty sensible but we cannot guarantee this so please use the pavement rather than the road!

News from EYFS (Nursery and Reception)

The EYFS team are pleased to welcome our new Nursery and Reception starters and give a warm welcome back to
those returning after the summer holidays; we hope you had a great break! It has
been lovely to see how well they have settled into their new environment already
and thank you for supporting us with this process. They have all been eager to begin
learning and it has been a pleasure to watch them form new bonds with their peers
and adults. We are very excited to welcome more new friends next week! Our focus
for the next few weeks will be on establishing routines, developing new friendships
and ensuring all our children are feeling safe and secure in the environment.
Please remember to bring in a photo of your family for our class display, these can be
given to your class teacher or emailed to me at rkeeble@ashmead.lewisham.sch.uk
Ruth Keeble

News from KS1
(Year 1 and
Year 2)

It has been wonderful
to have all the children
back and all classes
have settled well. Y2
have transitioned to the
upstairs classrooms and
Y1 to their new indoor
and outdoor
classrooms. We’ve also
been enjoying a KS1
morning playtime and
assembly together. The children have adjusted
brilliantly to the change and are enjoying the new
challenges.
Last week you should have received a new reading diary
and some new books to start reading at home. Please
read with your child each day for a minimum of 10
minutes - this can be a mix of them reading to you and
you reading to them. All children have access to
BugClub, an online reading library. You can Jind your
child’s username and password inside the front cover of
their reading diary. Any problems logging in, please see
your child’s class teacher.
Emma Dodsworth

News from KS2
(Year 3, Year 4, Year 5 and Year 6)

A huge and warm welcome back to all of the children
and families in Key Stage 2. Last week was an
exceptional week back in school and it was a pleasure to
see so many children working hard with smiles on their
faces following the summer break. For home learning in
Key Stage 2 this year, the children will all be bringing
home a new reading record for the year. This is your
chance to record any and all of the reading that you
complete together at home. The older children in Years
5 and 6 may wish to record their independent reading
too. The children will
also receive a weekly
spelling list via Seesaw.
These words will always
be tested the following
Friday in class. The
children also need to
practice their times
tables each day and for
this we will continue to
use TT Rockstars. If you
have any questions at
all, please just ask.
Andy McPartland

Inclusion Matters

It has been so great to welcome everyone back and to welcome some
new families to our school community over the last two weeks. After
the last eighteen months, it is great to see our school community
gathering in the playground at the end of the day. During the next six
weeks, we will be celebrating the theme ‘Difference and Diversity’ in
my assemblies with Year 1-6. We are all different in so many ways –
some of us have great memories, some of us can run fast, some of us
are brilliant mathematicians and some of us incredible artists. We are
different but in this difference, we discover that we are all similar in
so many ways. We share similar emotions and experiences and can
help each other make sense of the world around us. We encourage you to talk to your child about this at home.
As always if you have anything inclusion related that you would like to discuss, you can catch me on the gate or in the
playground after school or drop me an email at dLielding@ashmead.lewisham.sch.uk
David Fielding

