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Term dates
19th July: PTA rafDle draw
21st July: Y6 production 7pm
23rd July: Last day of summer
term, including the Y6 leavers’
assembly (am)
26th July - 31st August (inc)
Summer break
1st and 2nd Sept: INSET days
(school closed to children)

3rd Sept: Y1 - Y6 children
back to school (Nursery and
Reception children to start
according to their staggered
start date)
25th - 29th October (inc)
Half term
1st November: INSET day
(school closed to children)
17th Dec: Last day of autumn
term
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PTA update

Hopefully you have all seen the
communications about the updates from the
PTA and you are getting ready to purchase
some rafDle tickets later this week.They will
be on sale from Wednesday 30th outside
school and there are some great prizes. The
rafDle will be drawn on 19th July so buy buy
buy - you’ve got to be in it to win it!

Sports Week

We all had a great week last week taking
part in a number of sporting activities
linked to the National School Sport Week,
check out the blog for lots of photos of the
different activities. On Monday we all took
part in the Daily Mile around the
playground. Tuesday was football day and
we were lucky enough to have a visitor in
school, Ash Randall, a freestyle footballer
who showed us his skills and gave the
children a few top tips to perform their own
tricks! You can check out his skills here: https://www.youtube.com/watch?
v=EZP_uVer3MY Wednesday was a lovely sunny day so KS2 headed up to
HillyDields for a sports morning in their class bubbles. In the afternoon Reception
did their sports activities in the playground. On Thursday it was KS1’s turn to
take part in their sports day activities and on Friday we all celebrated our
achievements of the week.
Thanks to Rachel for organising the activities and to all the children for showing
such good sporting behaviour all week.

Reminders

Please make sure your child is dressed appropriately for the weather every day they come to school. If it looks
rainy, they will need a light waterproof coat, if it looks sunny, they will need sunscreen, covered shoulders and
appropriate covered toe shoes. They also need a water bottle EVERY DAY! Thanks for your ongoing support.

Lewisham Libraries summer reading challenge
The Reading Agency partnered with Public Libraries are bringing you
their annual summer reading challenge. The theme this year is Wild
World Heroes. You can take part online and in your local library this
summer.
Head for the magical world of Wilderville! It’s a pretty cool place, but
there are lots of things that the Wild World Heroes can do to make it
even better for the people and animals that live there.
Join the Wild World Heroes for the Summer Reading Challenge and
discover how you can make a difference to the environment too.
Your local libraries have teamed up with WWF for a very special nature-themed challenge that will inspire you to
stand up for the planet! Wild World Heroes will feature amazing books, awesome rewards, and plenty of ideas for
taking care of our environment.
Will your children be joining the #WildWorldHeroes this summer? More information on the summer reading
challenge can be found here: https://summerreadingchallenge.org.uk/news
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Parent Governor Vacancy

We currently have a parent governor vacancy.
Information about what to do if you are
interested in this will go out to all families
today. You would need to express an interest by
14th July.
Some time ago our school signed up to
Lewisham's Race Equality Pledge and to help
us fulDil this pledge we would be particularly
interested in having a parent governor from a
black or minority ethnic background.
If you would like to know more about the role
please contact Sean or Jane.

News from EYFS (Nursery and Reception)

It’s hard to believe we are nearly half way through the last half term of the year! We
are beginning the conversations of moving on to the next year group to support a
smooth and positive transition. It would be great if you could start having these
conversations at home too.
Nursery have been getting creative and had a great opportunity to paint
pieces plasterboard last week. So many masterpieces! Reception had lots of fun
taking part in their sports afternoon and were such great team players. It was
wonderful to see them cheering each other on.
Water play continues to be a Dirm favourite in EYFS but this does mean we’re
occasionally getting a little wet and needing to change into fresh clothes. Please
make sure your child has a spare set of clothes, including socks, in their bag. We
would also appreciate any old clothes being donated. Thank you!
Ruth Keeble

News from Key Stage 1 (Year 1 and Year 2)

We’ve had another great couple of weeks in key stage one. We particularly
enjoyed our sports week last week. On Monday, every class in KS1 and KS2 were
challenged to run a mile – 10 laps of the playground! The fastest class in KS1
was Maple but it was very close between all of the classes. On Tuesday we met
football freestyler, Ash. He knew so many tricks and showed us how to do some
of them. On Thursday we had our sports morning/afternoon and competed in
six events that we have been practising in PE lessons. All of the classes showed
brilliant integrity, spirit and teamwork. The children collected place stickers at
each event but everybody got a medal at the end as they all competed so well.
Check out the blog for photos of some of these events.
A few quick reminders: please check the weather forecast before school and
make sure your child is dressed appropriately (a coat on rainy days, a hat on
sunny days etc.) and please make sure your child has their named water bottle
every day. Finally, reading each day really supports your child’s Dluency but
please consider using Bug Club alongside this to support with their
comprehension. If you are not sure how to login, please speak to the
appropriate class teacher.
Emma Dodsworth

News from Key Stage 2 (Year 3, Year 4, Year 5 and Year 6)

With only four weeks left to go of this school year, I'd like to send another reminder to all
of our families about the importance of the children practising and knowing their times
tables. The national expectation is that children know and can recall these multiplication
facts up to 12 x 12 by the end of Year 4. Each week, the teachers will all allocate times
tables to practise on Times Table Rockstars so please do make sure the children are
spending time each day building their conDidence and consolidating the work we do in
class. Low stakes, high frequency practice is the most effective so 5-10 minutes each day
would make an enormous difference. If you have any questions or would like any tips/
ideas for other ways to practise at home please feel free to drop me an email at
amcpartland@ashmead.lewisham.sch.uk Thank you.
Andy McPartland
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Inclusion Matters - Cognitive Development
Cognitive Development is a Dield of study in neuroscience and psychology
focusing on a child’s development on how children think, explore and Digure
things out. It is the development of knowledge, skills, problem solving and
dispositions, which help children to think about and understand the world
around them.
Between the ages of 5 and 6 years old, children are typically beginning to
develop the skills that will support them throughout their school going experience. These include following multistep directions and doing simple tasks on their own. They need plenty of movement and play. They are beginning to
read simple words, count and understand concepts like ‘yesterday’ and ‘tomorrow’.
By 7 and 8 years old, neurotypical children begin to be able to focus on and engage in activities that interest them
for longer periods of time. They are beginning to learn concepts like ‘fractions’, ‘telling time’ and they may begin to
read for fun.
Between the ages of 9-12, children’s cognitive development often shifts from being focused on play to being focused
on academics. They are typically no longer learning to read and the focus shifts instead to reading to learn. They
begin to be exposed to and become interested in more complex subjects such as justice, the environment and
morality.
It is important to note that all school age children learn best when they can relate their previous experiences with
new skills.
Here are just a few ideas to consider when promoting healthy cognitive development:
•Provide thought-provoking materials and challenging games for your child to complete if or when they have
some downtime. Show your child that you are interested in these things – try to keep them relevant to the world
around them and not necessarily things that interest you.
•Provide a variety of developmentally appropriate and culturally diverse books. It is vital in this ever changing
and diverse world that children can see themselves represented in books and media but also they can see their
friends’ identities represented and celebrated.
•Model the values of caring, respect, honesty, and responsibility so that they can see these in action and can
draw on these experiences in their own lives.
•Provide a space where your child can cool down or de-stress/reDlect when they need some time out from the
demands of the world. Talk to them about these feelings and normalise them so that they understand life can be
difDicult and stressful but that we can Dind ways to manage this. Allow your child to personalise part of the space
so they can feel it is theirs. All of this will add to your child’s capacity to emotionally self-regulate.
As always if you have any questions about inclusion do catch me on the gate before or after school or email me
at: dAielding@ashmead.lewisham.sch.uk
David Fielding

Attendance: 14th - 25th June

Please ensure your child attends every day that they are able to this term! Lewisham LA and we at Ashmead expect an
attendance of 96% or more. Please be aware that holidays, long weekends or days out taken during term time are not
authorised. Please work with us to ensure your child's attendance is as high as possible so they can maximise their
progress during this Ainal term
Our whole school attendance in the last two weeks (excluding Nursery) rose to 96.8%, a big improvement since we
wrote to parents informing them that your child’s overall Digure will be based on the summer term alone. Thank you
for all your efforts in this and please continue to work on ensuring your child attends every day. We will be in touch
soon regarding ‘Treat Week’ which will be held in the Dinal week of term to see out this academic year in as positive
a way as we can
The class attendance Digures for last fortnight are:
Maple (Y2): 99.29%
Fig (Y1): 99%
Oak (Y3): 98.64%
Birch (Y3): 98.53%
Aspen (Y5): 97.93%
Pine (Y4): 97.41%
Rowan (YR) 95.56%
Cypress (Y6): 95.12%
Holly (Y1): 95.1%
Elm (Y2): 94.57%
Sycamore (YR): 94.07%

