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Term dates
21st June: Sports Week please make sure your child is
wearing suitable clothes for
sports all week!
23rd July: Last day of summer
term
26th July - 31st August (inc)
Summer break
1st and 2nd Sept: INSET days
(school closed to children)

3rd Sept: Y1 - Y6 children
back to school (Nursery and
Reception children to start
according to their staggered
start date)
25th - 29th October (inc)
Half term
1st November: INSET day
(school closed to children)
17th Dec: Last day of autumn
term
20th Dec - 3rd January (inc)
Winter break
4th January: INSET day
(school closed to children)
4th - 18th April (inc)
Easter break
5th May: INSET day
(school closed to children)

15th June 2021

Summer term reminders

As every year, we are reminding parents about keeping children safe in the
summer months at school, please support us by following these
requests:
• Shoulders, backs and upper arms should be covered (a light t-shirt
or short sleeved top is best)
• Please apply sun cream before school - a once a day application
cream with an SPF of at least 15 is recommended.
• Every child needs a named water bottle (this is particularly
important this year as the children do not have access to drinking
fountains in the playground). We have water outlets in class to reZill
bottles throughout the day.
• Toes should be covered (sandals are ok if the toes are covered).
Open backed shoes, sliders etc. are not suitable for school.
• Hats are a great idea, particularly for our younger children who
might spend the majority of their day outside.

Sports Week (inc Sports days)

Following last night’s government announcements about
delaying the next stage of lockdown lifting, we will not be able
to run our Sports Days in the usual way this year. We will need
to keep bubbles separate and because of the ongoing need to
minimise mixing of families it will not be safe to to have parents
attending. We will do lots and lots of blogging over the week so
you can keep in touch with what’s happening. Next week the
children will be taking part in a number of sporting activities both on and off site
as part of National School Sport Week. It is important that children come into
school every day wearing clothes that are comfortable and suitable for sports.
Children should either be wearing trainers or have trainers with them every day.
We are looking forward to a week of fun and sport!

Bikes and scooters

We are really pleased with how the morning drop off trial is
going with all children coming in through the playground gate
between 8.55 and 9.05am. This means that all bikes and
scooters can now be stored in the bike racks and scooter areas
inside the green playground gates. However, if a bike/scooter
is particularly precious or expensive it might be best to leave it at home! Also
many of our scooters are very similar and the children often get mixed up when
collecting scooters at the end of the day so ideally name your child’s scooter so
that mix ups are less likely to happen!
As always, thanks for your understanding and cooperation.

Lewisham Libraries survey

Lewisham’s libraries have been largely closed for over a year although efforts have been made to provide some
level of service through Click & Collect. As most of our lives gradually return to normal, libraries are keen to reengage with their audiences to hear how priorities have changed. They want to know what it is
that is most important to library users, so that they can make sure the libraries remain as relevant
as possible going forward.
Lewisham has some of the best-used libraries in the country so do consider taking part in their
online survey to have your say about how you might use your local library. The deadline for the
survey is Wednesday 21st July. https://consultation.lewisham.gov.uk/library-and-informationservice/re-engaging-our-audiences/consultation/subpage.2021-06-02.9172427416/
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Dates for next year

I wanted to explain to parents why the Autumn term for children will begin on a Friday this September. We are
very limited in where terms start and end by Lewisham's proposed dates. This year term starts on Wednesday 1st
September but we need our full two days of INSET training to train staff prior to children starting so I'm afraid
Friday has to be the Zirst day for children to start in the next academic year. As much as possible the INSET
(training) days are spread across the year and on different days of the week where possible. For the academic year
2021-22 the INSET days are:
Wednesday 1st September
Thursday 2nd September
Monday 1st November
Tuesday 4th January
Thursday 5th May (Polling Day)
Full term dates can be found on the Ashmead website here: https://myashmead.org/parents-2/term-dates/

News from EYFS (Nursery and Reception)

It has been a great week back after half term. The children have really impressed us with their
independence in the mornings, saying goodbye at the gate and walking in to class all by
themselves. Well done everybody! Focus weeks are continuing throughout this half term so do
check Tapestry each week to see if we will be focusing on your child. It’s so helpful to get any
information from you about your child.
Please remember that children should wear closed toe shoes at all times, to protect their feet, and
also have their shoulders, backs and upper arms covered to ensure they are protected from the
sun. As the hot weather continues please apply sun cream to your child at home, before school.
Combined with loose clothing and a sun hat this should keep the children safer in the sun.
Ruth Keeble

News from Key Stage 1 (Year 1 and Year 2)

Welcome back! It has been a busy start to the last half term but all the
children have settled really well and are enjoying getting stuck into their
new topics. We are so proud of how well the children are doing after the
changes as a result of the pandemic. One thing we’ve been particularly
impressed with is the reading KS1 but we need to work hard to keep up
this momentum.
We teach reading daily in small, adult led groups to maximise the learning
and potential of each child so they can be Zluent, conZident and independent
readers by the time they leave Y2. To be working at age related
expectations by the end of Y1 children should be reading at a turquoise
level and in Y2 at a lime level.
Please keep reading with your child every day for 10 minutes - this can be a
mix of them reading to you and you to them. We read the same book over
two days so on day 2 the children are ore Zluent
and can answer comprehension question and talk
about the book - you could do this too at home.
When a child is stuck we use prompts, such as
"nearly" or "almost" to give the child a chance to
self-correct before giving them the correct
answer. You could also use Bug Club.
If you are unsure of your child's reading level or
whether they are on-track to meet age-related
expectations or if you have any other questions,
please email the class teacher.
Emma Dodsworth

News from Key Stage 2 (Year 3, Year 4, Year 5 and Year 6)

Welcome back to all of our families for the Zinal half term of the school year. The
children settled back into school excellently last week following the break.
I'd like to gently remind everyone that all children need a named water bottle in school
everyday; especially as the warm weather has now Zinally arrived!
The children in Year 6 have already been extremely busy preparing for their end of year
show whilst the children in Years 3, 4 and 5 have also begun their Zinal geography topics
of the year. Please keep a close eye out for all knowledge organisers and curriculum
overviews in the next few days.
Andy McPartland
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Inclusion Matters - Children and Memory
A good memory is crucial to ensuring that children can retain the
information they have learnt and apply it in their learning. Building up
children's working memory will also mean they are able to draw on their
wealth of knowledge and make cross-curricular links between subjects.
Improving memory capacity at home
Kim's game
Kim's game is used across a number of subjects, particularly modern foreign languages, to test children's memory. A
selection of objects, numbers or words are displayed before the objects are covered up and children are asked
which item has been removed. This can continue indeZinitely with different combinations of objects.
Repetition
Reciting times tables, repeating test questions and regularly reviewing vocabulary cards should ensure that
children retain information in both their short and long-term memories. Research conducted by Kent State
University in the United States found that 'with retrieval practice, everything gets substantially better,' and that
includes 'associative memory' (the relationship between things) and 'cue memory' (when something triggers
memory).
Number and letter sequences
You could try typing a short number sequence and gradually building this up digit by digit. Give children a minute to
review it before removing it all together. The children can then attempt to recall as much of the sequence as they
can, before the process is repeated with letters.
Memory games
There are lots of children's games that involve utilising memory to win. Often these games will begin with a location,
a situation and items required. For example, the Zirst person could say "I went to the moon for a year and I took with
me a star-catcher". The next person would need to repeat the sentence, including the Zirst person's item, and then
add their own to start a list. As the game goes on, each participant needs to recall the full list and add their own, and
if they can't they will be out of that round. The theme can vary from space to beeches, school to a fun fair, and the
basic task of thinking of relevant items and recalling those already mentioned is a great and simple way to develop
your child's memory skills.
Other Ways To Improve A Child's Memory:
Encourage questions; create rhymes and songs and use visual aids.
As always if you have any questions about inclusion do catch me on the gate before or after school or email me at:
d>ielding@ashmead.lewisham.sch.uk
David Fielding

Attendance: 25th May - 11th June

Please ensure your child attends every day that they are able to this term! Lewisham LA and we at Ashmead expect an
attendance of 96% or more. Please be aware that holidays, long weekends or days out taken during term time are not
authorised. Please work with us to ensure your child's attendance is as high as possible so they can maximise their
progress during this >inal term.
Our whole school attendance (excluding Nursery) for the last fortnight (the week before May half term break and
the week after) rose a little to 95.34% so thank you for your support in making sure your children are here as much
as they can be. This last half term of the year is a really busy one so we have lots of things planned that we don’t
want the children to miss. Keep an eye out for details of our ‘Treat week’ at the end of this term to celebrate what
has been a trying year and a half for everyone.
The class attendance Zigures for last fortnight are:
Birch (Y3): 98.36%
Pine (Y4): 97.94%
Maple (Y2): 97.78%
Holly (Y6): 96.99%
Cypress (Y6): 96.56%
Oak (Y3): 95.96%
Aspen (Y5): 95.4%
Fig (Y1): 94%
Elm (Y2): 93.21%
Rowan (YR): 91.53%
Sycamore (YR): 91.09%

