
 

Summer 1 
2021 Vikings 

What were the key characteristics of Viking Britain? 

Year group: 4 

Key Facts 
 

1. Guthrum, king of the Vikings, signed a 
peace treaty with the Saxons. 

 
2. The Danegeld was introduced by the 

Saxon king Aethelred II the Unready, 
who began his reign at just 7 years old! 

 
3. The Vikings were the first Europeans to 

set foot in the Americas. 
 

4. King Canute, king of England from 1016 
to 1035 CE, is often said to have tried to 
stop the tide from coming in. 

 
5. The Vikings had their own polytheistic 

belief system, meaning they believed 
in several different gods who lived in a 
sky world name Asgard. 

 
6. Valhalla was the name of the great 

hall where the Vikings believed dead 
heroes feasted with the gods. 

 

                   

     

      
 

793 CE – Vikings attack Lindisfarne. Age of the 
Vikings begins. 

865 CE – Vikings invade Britain. 

985 CE - Bjarni Herjolfsson discovers America by 
accident. 
 
1013 - 1042 CE – Viking kings rule England. 

1066 CE – Harold Hadrada defeated in battle. 
Viking age ends. 

Key Vocabulary 

Vikings     People from Scandinavia 
(Norway, Sweden and Denmark). They 
were also referred to as ‘Norsemen’ 
(men of the North) or ‘Danes’.  
 
Danelaw     The Land that King Alfred 
agreed to give to the Vikings. Here they 
followed their own laws - not the Anglo-
Saxon ones. The most important city in 
the Danelaw was York (or Jorvik as the 
Vikings knew it).  
 
Raid     A surprise attack with the aim of 
stealing things. Vikings would raid homes 
and even monasteries to steal as much 
as they could. However, not all Vikings 
were raiders.  
 
Danegeld     Money paid to Vikings to try 
and stop them invading and raiding. 
The saxons gave them silver to leave.  
 
Longship     Long, narrow boats that the 
Vikings used for raiding. They could 
travel up rivers as well as across the sea 
and were ideal for a quick getaway.  
 
Pagan     During the Viking times, people 
who believed in multiple gods. 
 


