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Dates for the diary
26th April: Virtual ParentTeacher meetings after school
3.50 - 5.10pm
27th April: Virtual ParentTeacher meetings after school
3.50 - 5.10pm
28th April: Virtual ParentTeacher meetings after school
3.50 - 5.10pm
29th April: Virtual ParentTeacher meetings after school
3.50 - 5.10pm
3rd May: Bank Holiday
Monday (school closed)
6th May: Polling Day
(school closed to children)
Remote learning will be set for all
children for this day, please log on
to Seesaw/Tapestry for details

28th May: INSET day
(school closed to children)
31st May - 4th June - Half term

7th June: Children back at
school
8th June: Cricket sessions
start with Y4
23rd July: Last day of term

26th April 2021

Attendance

We have had another drop in attendance over the last fortnight with an overall
attendance Eigure (excluding nursery) of 95.67%. We are looking to see this Eigure
rise this half term. Thanks for your support and cooperation!
The class attendance Eigures for last fortnight are:
Oak (Y3): 97.97%
Birch (Y3): 97.92%
Fig (Y1): 97.5%
Sycamore (YR): 96.35%
Rowan (YR): 96.06%
Maple (Y2): 96.06%
Holly (Y1): 94.76%
Cypress (Y6): 94.05%
Pine (Y4): 94.93%
Aspen (Y5): 93.9%
Elm (Y2): 93.21%

School street
There is now have a different school street system which
uses an ANPR camera and not the metal barrier. More details
in the parentmail (this is also on our website). We will use a
barrier near the school for a while to help with this
transition. Please continue to be vigilant regarding vehicles
and please remember school streets are not play streets and
they make the road safer but not totally safe!

St Johns Vale traf0ic
While doing my school street barrier duty I have been quite horriEied by the
amount and the speed of trafEic on this road. Parents tell me this is getting worse
and I know some parents have been working out how to improve road safety on
this stretch of road. I have been told that if dangerous driving, near misses and so
on are reported to the police the resulting data will make it more likely that trafEic
calming measures can be considered. So please do report anything worrying you
see to the police. You can report any concerns here: https://www.met.police.uk/
ro/report/rti/rti-a/report-a-road-trafEic-incident/ We would also like to be told
about any incidents so we can keep giving strong road safety messages to children
to help keep them safe.

PTA Update

Welcome back!
We're (still!) keeping a close eye on the development of government guidelines and as soon as can conEidently
plan social and/or fundraising events within the school environment we will. In the meantime please:
• Have a book clear out! We're collecting books that Ashmead families would like to read: just hand them in via
class teachers (the more the merrier!);
• Let us know of local businesses that could perhaps donate an offer or a gift for our next rafEle;
• Volunteer your ideas and/or time to for other FUNdraising opportunities in the short term
before large scale gatherings are permitted again; and
• Remember to socially distance and wear face coverings at the school gate. Help keep all
Ashmead children, staff and families safe!
PTA committee
email: AshmeadSchoolPTA@gmail.com

29th March 2021

News from EYFS (Nursery and Reception)

Welcome back after the Easter break!
We have had a great Eirst week in the Summer term in EYFS. As the sun has been shining,
Nursery have been keeping cool and looking cool with their amazing summer hat collection. In
Reception, we have enjoyed learning about St George and the dragon, with Rowan class
creating costumes and re-enacting the story. Sycamore class enjoyed reading the story ’10
Things I Can Do To Help My World’ and decided to create brilliant posters all about how to look
after our planet. Perhaps you could ask them for some tips?
As the weather is getting warmer it is even more important to bring a water bottle to school every
day to keep hydrated. Thank you !
Ruth Keeble

News from KS1 (Year 1 and Year 2)

It’s hard to believe we’ve only been back a week - there’s
been some amazing learning going on KS1 in that short
time. Year one have kicked off their topic ‘claws, feathers
and Eins’ and year two are already getting stuck into their
learning about the Suffragettes. Both Y1 and Y2 had an
exciting delivery - some caterpillars! They’ve grown a lot
already and hopefully by the next newsletter we’ll have
some butterElies. Keep an eye on the blog.
A few reminders, please log into Seesaw each week to
check your child’s spelling homework and make sure you’re
reading every day (don’t forget you can use Bug Club as
well as the books brought home).
Finally, the weather is looking
better but it’s not yet warm enough
to send your child without a coat as
the weather can change throughout
the day. Please make sure they have
their water bottle every day too.

Emma Dodsworth

Punctuality

News from KS2
(Year 3, Year 4, Year 5 and Year 6)

It was fantastic to welcome all of children back to
school last week following the Easter break. Each
class has now begun their Einal history topic of the
year with our Einal geography focus to follow in the
Einal half term. Knowledge organisers with key facts
about each of these topics were sent out last week
so please do refer to them with the children to
support their learning and working memory. I'd like
to also spend a moment to
highlight the importance of
reading at home. Every
child in key stage 2 should
be reading, either
independently or with an
adult, for twenty minutes
each day. If you need any
book recommendations, I'm
more than happy to help.
Andy McPartland

Inclusion Matters

It’s so great to be back to a full term again, to build on the in-school learning done in the weeks before the Easter
holidays. Our priority is to ensure every child maximises every minute they have this summer term so that they
can reach their full potential after the disruption of school closures. I would like to thank everyone who is
ensuring their child arrives on time every day that they are able to and has ensured their child has a back to
school routine where punctuality plays a big role.
It is vital that you ensure your child is on time every day at school. Every morning, the children start work as soon
as they come in to school to maximise teaching time. Often this is the teaching of reading or revision of past
learning. If your child is regularly late during this time, they are not only missing out on that important
socialisation with their peers and calm start to the day but they will miss key parts of the curriculum which may
have a negative impact on their progress. Please continue to work with us to ensure the start of the day is calm,
effective and learning packed.
Sensory needs: Ear defenders
Schools are very sensory places. At times, in places such as busy lunch halls, playgrounds and classrooms, some
children can Eind sound overwhelming and distracting. Some children's tolerance for loud noises is very low. At
Ashmead, children have access to ear defenders should they need them. Ear defenders, sometimes called 'ear
muffs' are designed to protect sensitive ears from noise pollution by reducing the level of sound that reaches
them, whilst still enabling the listener to hear. Children know that they can ask for them should they Eind
environments at school audibly overwhelming. If you notice, your child covering their ears more frequently than
you would expect a child of their age should do, speak to your child's class teacher or myself and we can discuss
next steps.
As always if you have anything inclusion related that you would like to discuss, you can catch me on the gate (socially
distanced) or drop me an email at dEielding@ashmead.lewisham.sch.uk

David Fielding

