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29th March 2021

Dates for the diary
31st March: Last day of term
1st - 16th April - Easter break

19th April: Children back at
school
26th April: Virtual ParentTeacher meetings after school
3.50 - 5.00pm
27th April: Virtual ParentTeacher meetings after school
3.50 - 5.00pm

Attendance

We have had a bit of a drop in attendance over the last fortnight with an overall
attendance \igure (excluding nursery) of 96.59%. It would be great to see as many
children here as possible for the rest of this week and when we come back after
Easter. Thanks for your support and cooperation!
The class attendance \igures for last week are:
Birch (Y3): 98.79%
Fig (Y1): 98.43%
Oak (Y3): 97.96%
Sycamore (YR): 97.64%
Rowan (YR): 97.64%
Cypress (Y6): 96.97%
Aspen (Y5): 96.75%
Pine (Y4): 96.62%
Maple (Y2): 94.93%
Holly (Y1): 93.92%
Elm (Y2): 92.93%

28th April: Virtual ParentTeacher meetings after school
3.50 - 5.00pm

‘We Care’ Foodbank at
50 Friendly Street

29th April: Virtual ParentTeacher meetings after school
3.50 - 5.00pm

We Care Foodbank (Mondays,
Wednesdays, Fridays and
Saturdays 10am - 4pm) now offers
a social pantry at Kath’s Place
Community Hub at 50 Friendly
Street.

3rd May: Bank Holiday
6th May: Polling Day (school
closed to children)
28th May: INSET day (school
closed to children)
31st May - 4th June - Half term

7th June: Children back at
school
23rd July: Last day of term

Membership is £1 per year and members pay £5 for shopping worth
around £40 alongside a foodbank (referral only), baby bank and store. At
the Community Hub there is also a store to buy new and second-hand
items to help fund the project.
They are always looking for donations to support the project, these can be
made to the shop on 50 Friendly Street, Deptford, SE8 4DR or ring 07871
187162 for more information.

Communications
Just a reminder that if you
would like to discuss
anything that happens at
school we would encourage
any parent to speak to us as soon as possible. It is
not helpful to approach other parents about school
issues directly as the school will always have more
information about what happens at school just as
you will always have more information than us
about what happens at home!

Keep reading!

Reading every day continues to be one of the best ways
to help your children read. Children who read
independently and regularly for pleasure \ind it much
easier to thrive at school and you are also giving them a
way to never be bored as adults too! This is a longer than
usual Easter break so do try to keep the reading habit
going every day in the holidays if you
can. It will make a huge difference.
Libraries are not open at the
moment but you can use the library
service to borrow e-books: https://
llc.overdrive.com
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News from EYFS (Nursery and Reception)

It has been another couple of busy weeks in EYFS; Reception have been getting
back into their helicopter stories and we have all been so impressed with the
amazing writing, illustrations and acting! In both Willow and Sycamore there
has, coincidentally, been a strong interest in Space, with Willow exploring
planets and rockets and Sycamore learning about the phases of the moon.
Rowan have been enjoying dance and performing, especially ballet.
We are on the lookout for real-life resources to support play and learning in our
home corners. If you are throwing out any cups, teapots, hairdryers, coffee pots,
etc. please think of us ;irst! Have a lovely break, see you soon!

News from KS1
(Year 1 and Year 2)

What a term it has been! We started
it on Seesaw and ended it back in
school and the children (and parents/
carers!) have been fantastic all the
way through. We have enjoyed lots of
geography games in Y1 as we've
learnt about the countries of the UK and sent postcards to
some penpals in Edinburgh and Belfast. In Y2 we enjoyed
a Zoom call with Maritime Museum where we contrasted
the lives of two famous explorers and we've loved our
core text - Race to the Frozen North. We also had a Zoom
call with the \ire brigade who emailed after the session
expressing how impressed they were with our knowledge,
focus and enthusiasm! We can't wait to continue and build
on this momentum when we return after Easter. The best
part of this term has de\initely been having our
community back together again. Have a restful break and
see you in a couple of weeks.
Emma Dodsworth

Ruth Keeble

News from KS2
(Year 3, Year 4, Year 5 and Year 6)

As we start this \inal, short week of the spring term, I
wanted to take a moment to say thank you and well
done to all of the children in Key Stage 2. The
dedication and commitment you have all shown to
your learning both remotely during lockdown and
since returning to school has been remarkable and
every adult at Ashmead is incredibly proud of you all.
We will all be starting our new history or geography
topics after the Easter break so please keep an eye out
for those knowledge organisers as referring to them
at home goes a long way to helping the children both
learn and retain key facts. I'd also like
to remind everyone that our weekly
spelling words will still be set via
Seesaw every Friday in preparation
for a class quiz the following week.
Have a wonderful break and much
earned rest everyone!
Andy McPartland

Inclusion Matters - Developing [ine motor skills

Developing \ine motor skills is critical for children's development as these skills are the steps that are needed
before children can learn to hand-write. The stronger these skills are from an early age the better able they will be
to have control over a pencil or pen. There are a number of activities that will help children to build up muscle
strength in their hands and also serve to improve their hand-eye coordination.
Fine motor skills are however not only used for handwriting but for every day activities such as dressing, eating,
brushing your teeth, drawing, writing and playing with toys. It is vital children develop these skills to help them
with school and other everyday living activities.
You can help your child develop their \ine motor skills in some of the following fun ways.
Experiment with art
Drawing and painting are fantastic ways for children to learn to grip objects and make shapes on a page, and this
will translate to holding a pen and forming letters and numbers at a later stage. Children can indulge in \inger,
hand and foot-printing as well as using paints, brushes and sponges to create mini-masterpieces. Children will
also enjoy using oversized chalk to make pictures on concrete surfaces. Collages using small items such as pasta,
beans and lentils will also challenge children to improve their grip. Colouring dot to dot pictures will also help
children to become more con\ident with their pencil grip.
Getting dressed
Fastening buttons, pulling at Velcro and doing up zips will all help to develop \ine motor skills with regular
practice. Children can also use their dressing up clothes to gain further practice.
Play games
There are a number of games that are ideal for developing \ine motor skills and these include creating jigsaw
puzzles, putting shapes into an appropriate slot and clay modelling.
Peg boards, building blocks and other construction materials also lend themselves well to strengthening hand
muscles. Learning through physical play has always been a practice in the early years development and can be
used to aid children's development in several areas.

David Fielding

