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Dates for the diary
16th March: Y2 ‘Explorers
through time’ virtual trip
19th March: Y5 and Y2
virtual Fire Safety workshop
31st March: Last day of term
1st - 16th April
Easter break
19th April: Children back at
school
3rd May: Bank Holiday
6th May: Polling Day (school
closed to children)
28th May: INSET day (school
closed to children)
31st May - 4th June
Half term break
7th June: Children back at
school
23rd July: Last day of term
NB: As the weeks go by and
restrictions are lifted, we
will add more dates to the
diary so do keep an eye on
this section for more
information!

15th March 2021

Attendance
As you know, attendance at school became statutory again from 8th March
and we are still aiming for a target of 96%+ attendance across the school. It
has been so lovely to see so many of the children back and we are looking
forward to the last few joining us very soon. Our school attendance for the
Oirst week back was 97.9% (excluding nursery and children abroad/
shielding). We are looking forward to seeing this rise even higher so that
children can make the most of every day.
The class attendance Oigures for last week are:
Fig (Y1): 100%
Birch (Y3): 100%
Pine (Y4): 100%
Sycamore (YR): 99.25%
Holly (Y1): 98.73%
Oak (Y3): 98.37%
Aspen (Y5): 98.21%
Maple (Y2): 96.93%
Cypress (Y6): 96.67%
Rowan (YR): 95.36%
Elm (Y2): 93.61%

Reminders

• It’s great to have the children in a little earlier each day with our
revised start times, just a reminder that Y6, Y5 and Y4 start at 9am,
Y3, Y2 and Y1 now start at 9.05am and EYFS start at 9.10am.
• Thank you for arriving on time and leaving promptly.
Please do wear a mask at pick up and drop off and practise social
distancing as much as possible. Also, as always, one adult per
family at pick up/drop off eases congestion outside school.
• Please make sure your child has a named water bottle in school
every day. We have drinking water that we can reOill bottles but
aren’t able to provide each children with a bottle so they do need
to bring one from home please.

Covid risk assessment

I thought it might be useful for parents and carers to have a brief reminder of how we are trying to keep everyone
safe regarding covid. The government guidance is pretty much identical to the Autumn term so we are carrying on
our successful approach from then. Basically, there is a system of controls that schools need to follow, e.g.
Minimising contact with self-isolating individuals and respond appropriately if anyone develops
•
Coronavirus symptoms.
Washing hands thoroughly and more often than usual (for children this is at least Oive times a day at
•
school)
Ensure good respiratory hygiene by promoting the 'catch it, bin it, kill it' approach.
•
Clean frequently touched surfaces more regularly.
•
Minimise contact and maintain social distancing where possible
•
Keep occupied spaces well ventilated.
•
This is all working well so far - we are lucky to have such great staff, lovely children and supportive families. If
anyone would like to discuss any of these measures do please contact us via admin@ashmead.lewisham.sch.uk

15th March 2021

News from EYFS (Nursery and Reception)

It has been a fantastic Oirst week back! The children have settled back into the class routines extremely
well, it almost feels as if they have never been away!
In Reception, we have been exploring ‘My Map Book’ by Sara Fanelli. We have enjoyed creating maps of
our family, heart and day and we look forward to exploring it further
this week.
Nursery have resumed their ‘Library Day’ on Wednesdays so don’t
forgot to bring your books into be changed each week.
We are also resuming reading in Reception this week, please bring
book bags in on your child’s reading day (same as last term) to have
their books changed.
Lastly, a gentle reminder that velcro/slip on shoes should be worn at
school, unless your child is able to tie their own shoelaces.
Many thanks.
Ruth Keeble

News from KS1 (Year 1 and Year 2)
It has been so wonderful having everyone back in
school! Y1 and Y2 have settled back into their
classrooms really well and have been enjoying
exploring the new playground areas. They’ve also
enjoyed taking part in special science week activities.
A few reminders, please make sure your child brings
in a named water bottle every day. The only day your
child needs their book bag is their changing book day.
Please avoid sending in rucksacks for book bags if
possible. On your child’s changing book day they will
bring home 2-3 books. They should be reading for 10
minutes at home each day (this could be a
combination of school
books, home books and
Bug Club).
Any questions, please
speak to your child’s
teacher.
Emma Dodsworth

News from KS2
(Year 3, Year 4, Year 5 and Year 6)
It was so wonderful to see all of the children
back at school last week and especially exciting
for the children in Years 4-6 who were also
introduced into our brand new classrooms.The
children have settled fantastically well and we
are so proud of all of the hard work they
completed via remote learning.
We will continue to use Seesaw to set our weekly
spelling list every Friday as well as providing
Times Tables Rockstars
and Bug Club access.
As the weather slowly
but surely begins to
improve, it is
increasingly important
that the children
continue to bring a
water bottle with them
to school each day.
Andy McPartland

Inclusion Matters

Attendance
It has been so lovely to see all of our Ashmead children return this week. I want to extend a thank you to
all parents and carers who are ensuring that their children attend on time and every day that they are
able to. It is incredibly important to establish this regular school going routine so that your child can
adjust back to our normal school day after lockdown. Please be aware that attendance is now
compulsory. If your child is unwell, please inform us so that we are aware and can offer support if there
are any ongoing issues we can help with.
Speech and Language support
After working very hard remotely with children throughout lockdown Olivia, our speech and language
therapist, has been able to come back to school and support children on site. As you can imagine, she has
a lot to do after lockdown to support those who need it. We welcome her back and look forward to her
support over the coming months in helping children with their speech and language.
If you have anything inclusion related and would like to discuss it, please contact me at:
dOielding@ashmead.lewisham.ch.uk
David Fielding

