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			Message	for	parents	
from	the	local	authority		
I	am	attaching	a	letter	regarding	
from	the	local	authority	
regarding	the	criteria	for	critical	
worker	and	vulnerable	children.	
It	also	has	advice	on	leaving	
children	unattended	and	
community	testing	for	critical	workers.		If,	having	read	
this	letter,	you	think	you	are	entitled	to	a	place	under	
either	the	category	of	having	a	child	or	of	being	a	critical	
worker	then	do	please	
email	admin@ashmead.lewisham.sch.uk	We	are	happy	
to	help	and	I	know	our	parents	will	be	sensible	and	
follow	the	guidance	that	critical	worker	places	should	
only	be	taken	up	if	children	cannot	be	kept	at	home.	

Remote	learning	
This	is	going	well	and	we	are	getting	good	feedback	from	parents	–	thank	you.	We	used	last	Monday’s	
INSET	day	to	organise	a	remote	learning	offer	until	18th	January	as	this	was	the	original	length	of	the	
lockdown	we	were	asked	to	prepare	for.		But	as	we	will	now	be	doing	remote	learning	for	at	least	this	half-
term	we	are	thinking	through	ways	to	improve	it	over	the	coming	weeks.		

We	are	considering	a	number	of	ways	to	tweak	our	offer.	One	change	we	are	making	is	to	schedule	the	
work	for	the	day	to	be	ready	for	parents	to	look	at	by	7.00am	each	day.	For	parents	who	want	to	look	at	
the	materials	beforehand	we	hope	this	will	help.	

This	week	teachers	will	be	speaking	to	families	about	internet	and	device	access	at	home	so	that	we	can	
make	sure	that	the	small	number	of	devices	that	we	can	loan	out	are	targeted	where	they	can	make	the	
most	difference.	This	information	will	help	us	work	out	how	to	make	the		Zoom	sessions	we	plan	to	
introduce	soon	go	as	smoothly	as	possible.	Please	make	sure	you	pick	up	when	we	ring!	

In	addition	to	our	core	offer	we	would	like	to	remind	families	of	the	collection	of	resources	on	our	
website:	https://myashmead.org/remote-
learning-format-2/	This	is	being	updated	but	
does	provide	a	lot	of	good	ideas	for	extending	
children’s	learning	at	home.		

All	the	children	are	still	part	of	the	Ashmead	
community	–	whether	they	attend	here	or	are	
logging	into	Seesaw	or	Tapestry	at	home.	We	
care	for	all	of	you	just	as	much	as	we	did	when	
you	were	all	here.	We	will	keep	working	on	how	
to	support	you	and	your	children	so	that	this	
(hopefully	last)	lockdown	is	as	manageable	as	
possible	for	all	of	us.		

			A	new	term		
I	hope	everyone	is	
well.	It	has	been	
lovely	to	see	the	
children	who	are	
attending	back	at	school	and	to	see	the	good	
levels	of	engagement	from	so	many	families	
on	both	Tapestry	and	Seesaw.	It	is	not	the	
same	as	before	but	all	of	the	children	are	still	
part	of	the	Ashmead	community	–	whether	
they	attend	here	or	are	logging	into	Seesaw	
or	Tapestry	at	home.	We	care	for	all	of	you	
just	as	much	as	we	did	when	you	were	all	
here.	We	will	keep	working	on	how	to	
support	you	and	your	children	so	that	this	
(hopefully	last)	lockdown	is	as	manageable	as	
possible	for	all	of	us.	
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		 News	from	EYFS	(Nursery	and	Reception)		
Happy	New	Year!	It’s	been	a	strange	start	to	the	year	but	it	has	been	wonderful	to	
see	you	all	getting	stuck	in	with	your	learning	at	home.	We	absolutely	love	seeing	
all	the	pictures	and	videos	you	are	sending	on	Tapestry,	so	please	keep	them	
coming!		
Reception	will	be	revising	Phase	2	Phonics	for	one	more	week	and	will	then	move	
onto	Phase	3	where	we	will	begin	to	learn	new	sounds,	very	exciting!		
Our	learning	projects	for	both	Reception	and	Nursery	are	based	around	‘Homes	
and	houses’	this	week,	we	are	looking	forward	to	seeing	all	the	creative	things	you	
get	up	to.		 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 									Ruth	Keeble	

News	from	KS1		
(Year	1	and	Year	2)	
Happy	New	Year	and	
what	a	strange	way	to	
start	the	year	this	has	
been!		It’s	very	weird	
for	us	not	all	being	
together	in	school	and	

we	miss	you	terribly	but	we	are	still	a	team	
and	we	have	been	very	impressed	with	all	
your	remote	learning	on	Seesaw.	
We	will	be	posting	3	lessons	a	day	on	
Seesaw	–	Literacy	(writing	or	phonics),	
Maths	and	a	foundation	subject,	for	
example,	D.T,	Music,	History,	Geography,	
Computing,	P.E	or	Art	and	a	daily	story.		
Our	curriculum	overviews	are	being	sent	
out	this	week	along	with	our	knowledge	
organisers	so	you	can	see	our	topics	in	
more	depth.		Year	1’s	topic	is	‘Journeys	and	
Tales’	and	Y2’s	is	‘The	Great	Fire	of	
London’.			 		 				
	 	 	 				Emma	Dodsworth	

News	from	KS2		
(Year	3,	Year	4,	Year	5	and	Year	6)		

It	certainly	isn't	the	start	to	the	spring	term	that	we	were	
expecting	or	indeed	hoping	for	but	I	wanted	to	say	an	
enormous	well	done	to	all	of	the	children	in	Key	Stage	2.	
Whether	in	school	as	key	worker	children	or	remotely	from	
home,	the	volume	and	quality	of	learning	that	we	saw	last	
week	was	truly	incredible.	
Every	day	you	will	have	access	to	Literacy	and	Maths	
learning	as	well	as	another	foundation	subject	for	example	
History	or	RE.	You	will	also	have	access	to	both	TT	rockstars	
and	Bug	Club	so	please	do	make	sure	the	children	are	
accessing	these	sites	too.	If	you	have	any	issues	with	
passwords	please	just	contact	your	class	teacher	directly.	
We	will	also	be	sending	home	a	knowledge	organiser	to	
accompany	your	focus	topic	so	
again	please	do	refer	to	this	as	
you	usually	would.	
Keep	all	of	the	hard	work	going,	
we	are	immensely	proud	of	you	
all.	We	miss	you	and	cannot	wait	
to	have	you	back!		 	 						 																																					
	 													Andy	McPartland		

Did	you	know…?			
If	you	have	an	iPhone	or	an	iPad	you	actually	have	a	scanner.	If	you	are	planning	
to	scan	any	work	to	us	at	school	you	can	use	the	‘Notes’	app	on	an	Apple	device.	
How	to	do	this:	Open	a	new	note,	press	the	camera	button,	the	option	to	scan	
document	will	pop	up.	Once	the	document	is	scanned	you	can	email	or	upload	it	
easier	than	a	photo,	plus	you	can	add	notes	to	the	scanned	document.		
This	also	works	on	Samsung	notes	if	you	don’t	have	an	Apple	device.		
Hope	that	helps!	We	love	seeing	all	the	children’s	online	learning.		

Lewisham	Music	children’s	choirs	-	FREE!			
Lewisham	Music,	who	provide	our	in	school	music	lessons,	have	
informed	us	that	they	will	be	running	a	FREE	Zoooom	choir	
each	week	for	children	from	Y2	-	Y8.		The	sessions	will	start	
with	some	fun	warm-ups	followed	by	a	programme	of	uplifting	
songs	from	around	the	world,	thinking	about	other	children	and	

young	people	also	in	lockdown	who	are	singing	all	over	the	globe.	The	selected	songs	will	challenge	and	
hopefully	inspire	family	singing	at	home.	The	sessions	will	run	at	4.30pm	on	a	Tuesday	(Y2	-	4)	and	Friday	
(Y5	-	8).	Sign	up	here	if	you’re	interested:	https://www.lewishammusic.org/zoooom-choirs-sign-up-form/		
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Message to Lewisham parents and carers of primary-school-age children 

 

Dear Parents and Carers  

 

Across the country and particularly in London and the South East, Coronavirus continues to 
spread rapidly and Lewisham’s infection rate is at its highest ever level. We must all stay at 
home as much as possible. This is why schools have been asked to remain open only for 
critical worker and vulnerable children. 

Our schools are working hard to deliver teaching and learning both to pupils at home and those 
attending on site and to keep children and adults who are on site as safe as possible.  

 

Keeping the number of people in schools as low as possible 
We need to ensure that the number of children in schools is kept as low as possible, whilst 
making sure that children who need to be in school can be.  
 
The government says that this is not because schools have become less safe for children and 
young people. Having fewer people in schools is about reducing the overall number of contacts 
everyone has in the community, which is important to help reduce the pressure on the NHS.  
 

During this lockdown, children should stay at home where possible. 

 
Critical workers 
The government guidance during lockdown says that parents and carers who are critical 
workers should keep their children at home if they can. 
 
Please only use the offer of a school place when it is crucial for you to undertake your critical 
role. If you can make an alternative arrangement, we ask you to consider this. Your child’s 
school will speak to parents and carers to identify who needs to go to school and also may ask 
for evidence that your work is critical to the COVID-19 response or EU Transition. 
 
Here is the list of critical workers. 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 
Laurence House 
1 Catford Road 
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Vulnerable children and young people – including those with education, health and care 
plans or a social worker  
If your child/ren has an education, health and care plan (EHCP) and/or an allocated social 
worker or other circumstances listed at the link below they may attend their school. Your school 
will have contacted you if your child/ren should be coming in and will discuss arrangements 
with you. Please get in touch with the school if you have any queries. 
 
Here is the list of DfE definitions of vulnerable children. 
 
Government advice on leaving children unattended  
There is no law about when you can leave your child on their own but it is an offence to leave 
them alone if it places them at risk. As parents, you should use your judgement on how mature 
your child is before you decide to leave them at home. As a guide, the NSPCC recommends 
that children under 12 are rarely mature enough to be left alone for a long period of time, 
children under 16 shouldn’t be left alone overnight and babies, toddlers and very young 
children should never be left alone. 
 
Community testing for critical workers 
If you are a parent or carer currently working in a critical role and unable to work from home, 
you can now book an appointment for a rapid COVID-19 test which will give you results in 
under an hour.  

Rapid tests are only open to children over the age of 11. 
Rapid tests are only available to people who do NOT have COVID-19 symptoms. 

 
For more information please go to https://lewisham.gov.uk/myservices/coronavirus-covid-
19. 
 
 
We recognise the challenges everyone is facing at the moment, particularly families with 
children and young people. The DfE has information about supporting your children's 
education during coronavirus. If you need more help and support with home learning, please 
contact your school directly in the first place. 
 
There is information on Lewisham Council website about help and support available at this 
time. 
 
 
 
Best wishes, 
 

 
 
Pinaki Ghoshal 
Executive Director for 
Children and Young People 
 

 
 
Angela Scattergood 
Director of Education 

 


