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7th December 2020

Dates for the diary
11th Dec: Christmas Jumper
day
14th Dec: Christmas lunch
16th Dec: 9.45am: Virtual
school tour for prospective
Reception parents
18th Dec: Last day of term
21st Dec - 1st Jan (inc)
Christmas break
4th Jan: INSET day
(school closed to children)
5th Jan: Children back to
school for Spring term

Road safety

I'm sure all parents who cross St Johns Vale to
get to school have noticed how fast the traf:ic is
on this hill. With Cliff Terrace nearly opposite
and lots of parked cars it is quite a complex
place to cross. Crossing the road feels even less
safe if visibility is worsened through parking
illegally near the entrance to Ashmead Road.
Just a reminder that all the roads around the
school are part of the Deptford South CPZ
(Controlled Parking Zone) and although there are a small number of paid places to
park, the majority of spaces are for permit holders only.
Therefore we would recommend that no one drives
to school unless you are going to park and pay for a
designated paid parking space. We know families are
often rushing in the mornings and might be tempted
to drop their children off as near as possible to
school but please keep these corners clear (as
shown in these photographs) so visibility is as
good as possible and everyone stays safe.
Thanks for your support and cooperation.

Christmas Messages

If you would like your child to give a Christmas message to their classmates our
preference would be that they do this via Tapestry or Seesaw. This could be a photo or
a video message showing a lovely card they have made for the class. The class
teachers will then show these to the whole class. A Seesaw activity for this will be set
up shortly.
This approach is much more environmentally friendly than the physical Christmas
cards and, of course, distributing cards is more complicated due to the coronavirus. If
your child has already bought or written physical Christmas cards we can
accommodate distributing these to children in the same bubble/year group only.
Cards must arrive by this Friday so we can quarantine them before distribution next
week.

Ashmead PTA (Parent Teacher Association) News
4th - 11th December - take part in the 2020 Online Winter Fair!

Online Prize Draw (aka rafPle!) Tickets £1. https://tinyurl.com/PTAWinterRaf:le2020
• Prizes will be drawn electronically promptly by our online system (RAFFALL) at 14.45 on Friday 11th.
• Top prize is a choice between a child's FROG bike and a mini iPAD plus over PLUS amazing themed hampers
created by donations from parents of every year group.
Online Christmas Market: https://patchworkit.com/35768/Ashmeadwinterfair to buy:
• lovely handmade gifts and festive decorations;
• limited edition organic cotton Ashmead School tote bags; and
• remaining stock of SEND JOY cards
We will be back with many more activities in 2021 (COVID restrictions permitting).
We'll be looking for donations of new or good quality second hand books, children's magazines & comics
and children's costumes next term so do please keep them to one side if you can.
Thanks to our sponsors, donors, parents, carers and teachers for all your support!
PTA committee 2020-21
Liz, Gemma, Wayne, Ginny, Emily, Matthew and Angie
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News from EYFS (Nursery and Reception)

The :irst week of hot lunches went down a treat in EYFS. Reception did so
well at carrying their tray to the table, using their knives and forks to eat
and clearing their trays once they had :inished.
Nursery have been enjoying crafting in their graphics area and lots are
starting to explore different marks on paper. Any opportunity to explore
this at home really helps build the muscles ready for writing in Reception.
Reception have been busy learning their lines and songs for the winter
show. We will be performing and :ilming it for parents at this at the end of
the week. We will get the video to you before the end of term, a lovely treat to watch together as a family.
Lastly, a reminder that all children should have a spare set of clothes in school to keep on their peg, especially with
the cold/wet weather, and should be bringing a water bottle with them each day.
Ruth

News from KS1
(Year 1 and Year 2)

There’s no stopping or
slowing down for the children
in KS1 as we near the end of
the term. Y2 are working hard
rehearsing for their up and
coming nativity, 'Lights, Camels,
Action!'. Unfortunately we won’t be able to have you in to
watch it this year due to the current restrictions but it will
be recorded for you to enjoy with your children at home.
You should have received a letter via your child about
costumes - can you please bring your child's clothes in
ASAP. In Y1, over the last few weeks, we have
started literacy lessons in addition to our maths, phonics
and reading lessons. The children are loving the
opportunity to learn more stories and develop their
author's voice. The children learn all together once a week
and then in small groups for the rest of the week. It has
been so wonderful to observe and support children closely
in their emerging writing and see them applying all
their phonics knowledge!
Emma Dodsworth

News from KS2
(Year 3, Year 4, Year 5
and Year 6)

We've had another
excellent two weeks in Key
Stage 2. All of the children
from Years 3 - 6 are now
practising their times tables
every single day in class
with the national
expectation being that by the end of Year 4 all of the
children know their times tables up to 12 x 12. This
is such an incredibly important element of all maths
learning so please could you ensure at home that
the children are accessing Times Tables Rockstars
and practising each day to support their learning in
class.
The children will also be given a weekly spelling
word list on Seesaw in preparation for a quiz in
school the following week. If you are having any
issues with passwords please do speak to your class
teachers.
Andy McPartland

Inclusion Matters - Developmental Language Disorder (DLD)

Having DLD means your child may have dif:iculties with understanding and/or using all known languages.
DLD can be identi:ied in children from the age of 5 who are likely to have dif:iculties which may affect their
academic progress and persist into adulthood and it is believed to affect around two children in every classroom.
DLD is more common in boys than girls.
Causes
There is no known cause of DLD, which can make it hard to explain. DLD is not caused by emotional dif:iculties or
reduced exposure to language. However, a child or young person with DLD may or may not have dif:iculties in
other areas. A child may or may not have medical conditions co-existing with DLD, but these do not cause DLD.
Signs that a child or young person may have DLD:
• Speech is dif:icult to understand
• Dif:iculty saying words or sentences
• Lower than average literacy skills e.g. reading, writing and spelling
• Dif:iculty understanding how to use language appropriately in social situations
• Dif:iculty understanding words or instructions that they hear from others
• Dif:iculty understanding or remembering what has been said to them
Remember: DLD looks different in each individual child. How might this affect my
child? DLD is ongoing, which means that it is a long-term condition which may affect
learning and achievement.
Children with DLD may present with the following difPiculties:
• Joining in with other children
• Following what is going on in the playground, or in the classroom
• Making and keeping friends
• Frustration
• Dif:iculties with behaviour
If you have concerns about your child's language, please speak to your class teacher or alternatively contact myself,
David Fielding (SENCO) to discuss it further. d:ielding@ashmead.lewisham.sch.uk
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Christmas Lunch - December 14th

We are having our whole school Christmas lunch on Monday 14th December. If your child normally has a home
packed lunch & would like to have the Christmas lunch please let the of:ice know by this Wednesday (9th December)
on admin@ashmead.lewisham.sch.uk The Christmas lunch menu is below. If your child has food allergies they will
have a festive allergy aware Christmas lunch, this will be sent to you separately if your child currently has a special
menu hot meal.

