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Dates for the diary

23rd November 2020

Reminders

18th Dec: Last day of term,
Ninish at normal times.

• Please do not arrive at school too early. To support social distancing
you should aim to arrive no more than 5 minutes before your child’s
start/end time and leave straight away after they are dropped off/
picked up.
• Only one adult per family at drop off and pick up time please to
support social distancing and limit the number of parents outside
school.
• Please ensure your children wait quietly with you before and after
school and do not run around or play on their bikes/scooters whilst
waiting.

21st Dec - 1st Jan (inc)
Christmas break

• If any members of your household show Covid symptoms you must
self isolate as a household (your child must stay at home until the
person with symptoms has been tested).

3rd Dec: Vision and hearing
screening (Reception)
11th Dec: Christmas Jumper
day (fundraising for ‘Save the
Children').

4th Jan: INSET day
(school closed to children)
5th Jan: Children back to
school for Spring term

• Please make sure your child is dressed appropriately for school,
warm clothes and waterproof coats are essential for winter.
• All clothes that come to school should be named so any lost items
can be returned easily.
Thanks for your support and cooperation.

Christmas is coming…

We might not know exactly what Christmas will look like this year but we are trying to keep
things as ‘normal’ for the children at school as possible.
This week we will be decorating the hall with our homemade decorations on the theme of
sustainability and ‘A Green Christmas’. Thanks to ‘Tree Wise Men’ for donating the Christmas
tree. If you’d like a tree, contact them at: treewisemenldn@gmail.com or ring 07858 199996.
Building on the success of our Y5 Shakespeare performance on Friday with a virtual audience at
home, we will still be doing both our Reception and Y2 productions this year. We will record
them both and send you the link to watch them with your children to get you in the festive spirit!
Christmas Jumper Day, in aid of ‘Save the Children’ is on Friday 11th December. Watch out for
details of how you can donate online this year. There is no need to buy a special jumper for this,
anything homemade, sparkly or festive is suitable!

Ashmead PTA (Parent Teacher Association) News

SEND JOY! cards: Thank you to all the classes (and their teachers!) for creating such
wonderful cards for us to sell… and of course a huge thank you to those of you that
have ordered them!
More festive fundraising: Watch out for news this week re:
• Online Prize Draw (aka rafNle!). We've some fantastic prizes pledged already
including a choice between a child's FROG bike and a mini iPAD for Nirst prize…
More details coming soon! PLUS amazing themed hampers created by donations
from parents
• Virtual Winter Fair - including online sale of handmade items.
Do get in touch with us if you have ideas or just want to get involved:
ashmeadschoolpta@gmail.com
PTA committee 2020-21
Liz Whimperley-Dixon (children in Reception and Year 5)
Gemma Jones (children in Reception and Year 2)
Wayne Flanagan (child in Reception)
Ginny Sandringham (child in Year 4)
Emily Graham (children in Year 1 and Year 3)
Matthew Azzopardi (children in Reception)
Angie Farmer (child in Reception)

23rd November 2020

News from EYFS (Nursery and Reception)

We’re beginning to get festive in EYFS, the children really enjoyed creating their ‘Send joy’
postcards and we are currently creating our Christmas decorations to hang in the school
hall. Look out for pictures of these on the blog! Reception will also begin learning the
songs for our winter production this week. Unfortunately we won’t be able to have you
in to watch it this year due to the current restrictions but it will be recorded for you to
enjoy with your children at home.
With Focus Weeks well under way it has been so wonderful to get to know each
individual's interests and fascinations. You will get a notiNication about this via Tapestry
on the Friday before your child’s Focus Week so don’t forget to check this as we ask for a
little information and a few pictures from you to help us plan for the week ahead
Ruth Keeble

News from Key Stage One
(Year 1 and Year 2)

It’s been another busy and very arty couple of weeks in
KS1. Both year 1 and 2 enjoyed creating their designs for
the ‘Send joy’ PTA postcard project. We had beautiful
birds, bright and cheery trees, wintery hats and scarves
and woodland houses. We’ve also been making Christmas
decorations ready to be hung when the tree arrives this
week. Alongside this both year groups have been
working just as hard in all other curriculum areas. Y1
have been writing descriptive sentences in literacy based
on 'The Awongalema Tree' whilst Y2 have been working
on addition and subtraction in maths and writing
recycled stories in literacy.
Please contact your child’s
class teacher if you’re
having any difNicult
logging into Seesaw as it’s
lovely to see children also
working so hard at home.
Emma Dodsworth

News from
Key Stage Two
(Year 3, Year 4,
Year 5 and Year 6)

The children in Key
Stage 2 have been as
busy as ever over the
last two weeks. Each class worked incredibly hard on
their 'Send joy' artwork which I know has inspired a
lot of families to order in sets of cards already.
Last Friday evening, the children in Aspen class
participated in the 2020 Shakespeare Schools Festival
in which children from across the country performed a
version of a Shakespeare play. Our children performed
Romeo and Juliet to a small, live (socially distanced)
audience of staff members whilst simultaneously
streaming their performance home to their families
via Zoom. The children were fantastic and it was a real
joy to be a part of. You should all feel immensely proud
of yourselves Aspen Class!
Andy McPartland

Inclusion Matters

In each newsletter as we move toward the Christmas holiday, we have been highlighting challenges that some of the
children have in our community in an effort to inform and educate parents and children.
This week we are focusing on Joint Hypermobility syndrome.
Joint hypermobility syndrome is when someone has very Nlexible joints and it causes pain (this is often thought of
as being double-jointed). It usually affects children and young people and often gets better as they get older. If
your child experiences any of the following symptoms they may have this syndrome and we would encourage you
to speak to your GP.
- Your child often gets tired, even after rest
- Pain and stiffness in joints or muscles
- Regularly getting sprains and strains
- Often dislocating their joints (they "pop out")
- Poor balance or co-ordination
- Thin, stretchy skin
- Bladder or bowel problems
There's no cure for joint hypermobility syndrome. The main treatment is improving muscle strength and Nitness
so joints are better protected. A GP may refer to a physiotherapist, occupational therapist or podiatrist for
specialist advice.
If your child is diagnosed with this syndrome please let their class teacher and me, as SENCo, know so that this
can be monitored and supported where necessary. You can contact me at: dNielding@ashmead.lewisham.sch.uk
David Fielding - SENCo and Assistant Head for Inclusion

