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Topic :  Shakespeare 
Was life in Elizabethan England really a ‘golden age’ for all? 
Key Experience: Participation in the Shakespeare Schools Festival. 

Year group: 5 

Key Dates to learn :  Important people to know: Key Vocabulary :  

1. April 1564 – William Shakespeare is born in Stratford-
upon-Avon, England. 

2. 17 November 1558 – Elizabeth I becomes Queen of 
England and is crowned the following January. 

3. 28.11.1582 – Shakespeare marries Anne Hathaway. By 
1585 the couple have three children. 

4. 1588 – England defeats the Spanish Armada. 
5. 1590: Shakespeare writes his first play: Henry VI part 

one.  
6. 1595: The year many believe to be the year 

Shakespeare finishes writing the play ‘Romeo and 
Juliet.’ 

7. 1599: The Globe Theatre is built by Shakespeare’s 
playing company ‘The Lord Chamberlain’s Men.’  

8. 1603: James I becomes King of England and takes over 
the Lord Chamberlain’s men with royal patronage. The 
company are now known as ‘The King’s Men.’ 

9. 23.4.1616 – William Shakespeare dies at the age of 52. 

1. Wil l iam Shakespeare :  
arguably history’s most famous 
poet, playwright and actor. 

2. Anne Hathaway: wife of 
Shakespeare and mother to their 
three children: Susanna and twins 
Hamnet and Edith. 

3. El izabeth I : Queen of England 
and Ireland between 1558 and 
1603. The last of the five monarchs 
of the Tudor House. 

4. James I : became King of England 
following the death of the childless 
Elizabeth I. James united the 
crowns of Scotland and England for 
the first time. 

5. Lord Carey:  Cousin of Elizabeth 
I, his official title was Lord 
Chamberlain and it was he who 
gave patronage to Shakespeare’s 
acting company.  

 

 

• Patron : a wealthy and 
powerful individual 
who protected others 
by giving them money 
or jobs. 

• Monarchy :  a country 
which is ruled by either 
a King or a Queen 

• Armada: a vast fleet 
of warships. 

• Vagabond: a 
wandering beggar who 
oftern turned to crime. 
Vagabonds were seen 
as a serious threat to 
the social order. 

• Bard : a person who 
composed epic or 
heroic poems. 
Shakespeare is known 
as ‘The Bard.’ 

 


