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Next year
As we edge towards the end of term, we are already planning to welcome children to their new groups in
September. The table below shows who will be teaching in which class next year. Every year we consider the mix of
children in our two-form classes and will, occasionally mix classes before September. This year we felt this was not
appropriate and have kept all groups together as they were in March. As you know from previous newsletters, we
have renamed the classes after some of the many trees we have in our playground, so the new class names are also
listed below. We are looking forward to seeing the children and parents at our ‘Pop in Fridays’ next week (10th) and
the week after (17th) when there will be a chance to say goodbye to your child’s current teacher and say hello to
their new one.

Goodbyes and Hellos
This year we are sorry to say goodbye to Susi Almond who has taught, on and off, at Ashmead for the best part of 10
years. Susi has moved with her young family to Kent. Georgia Manson, one of our TAs is leaving us to study to
become a Speech Therapist and Sean O’Connor who joined Y6 in January is moving on to a different role in a new
school.
We wish all leaving staff the very best and every success for the future.
We thank them for the contributions they have made to Ashmead - they will all be missed.
Next year we are delighted to welcome Sam Humphrys who will be teaching in Year 2 and Ellie Ford who will be in
Year 3. Andy McPartland will also be returning to school. Andy’s wife is expecting their third baby in September so
Rupert Cook, who has taught this year in Y3 will be staying on to do some transition work across KS2 and to cover
Andy’s paternity leave in September.
We know you will join with us to welcome or welcome back all staff to Ashmead.
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Pop in Fridays
We are looking forward to hosting two ‘pop in’ days over the next two
Fridays where we will have the chance to see all the children, catch up
with parents and give out reports. We will also be giving each child a
goody bag so do come and collect your surprise goodies!
Your child’s current teacher will be there to say goodbye, plus their new
teacher to say hello.
In order to keep to relatively small, socially distanced groups, we will be
giving each child a time to come in to see us. The date that your child’s
class will be invited in is below, you will be sent a time slot within your
class session early next week.
We are looking forward to seeing you all pop in to say hello and get your
goody bag! The PTA are kindly supporting this event also.
Friday 10th July:
9.00: Nursery children moving up to Rowan (Reception)
10.00: Reception K children moving up to Holly (Year 1)
11.00: Year 1E children moving up to Elm (Year 2)
12.30: Year 3 children moving up to Pine (Year 4)
1.30: Year 4 children moving up to Aspen (Year 5)
3.30: Year 5 children moving up to Cypress (Year 6)
Sam Humphrys will be teaching Elm class

Friday 17th July:
9.00: Nursery children moving up to Sycamore (Reception)
10.00: Reception R children moving up to Fig (Year 1)
11.00: Year 1I children moving up to Maple (Year 2)
12.30: Year 3 children moving up to Pine (Year 4)
1.30: Year 2N children moving up to Oak (Year 3)
Ellie Ford will be teaching Oak class

Thank you!
Yet another parent has very kindly reached out to express their gratitude to our
amazing staff. Staff greatly appreciate these thoughtful messages - thank you.
“Thank you for all that Ashmead is doing to provide a remote learning
programme for all children, as well as supporting the well-being of families
and welcoming as many children as possible on site too. I am very grateful to
the whole school staff for their dedication, professionalism and support during these times. It has
been apparent from the outset of lockdown that Ashmead has offered above and beyond government
requirements and exceeds local comparisons, thank you.

Headteacher Update
September re-opening
The government guidance about the return to school in September was released yesterday. I have
read all 42 pages – twice! It will take us a little time to fully absorb and to make all the relevant
decisions but some things are already clear:
• All children will be back at Ashmead from September. This is such lovely news! Things will still be
‘different’ in key ways but we are all looking forward to having our Ashmead family back at school.
• Children will still be in ‘bubbles’ but these will be a minimum of 30 so all of the children in a class
can be together.
• We will need to continue minimising contact between people at school but this will operate
differently to now.
• There will continue to be lots of hand-washing and other hygiene measures.
We will write to you all before the holidays with more information on our plan for a safe return for
all Ashmead children. Before we do that we will send out a survey to gather your views on some
aspects around re-opening. I’d appreciate all parents billing this in if possible as it will really help us
in making decisions.
Volunteering at Ashmead
As you know, we are offering two ‘Pop In Fridays’ in school for the children to come and say hello and
during these sessions the PTA might need volunteers, so do contact them if you are able to volunteer
or offer support in some way. Obviously it is not possible to have volunteers in school at the moment,
for example to support reading, as we have to try not to ‘break’ our bubbles and keep the stafbing
consistent. However, from next term, if any parent or carer has consistent availability – for example
every day for an hour or two, then it might be that we can arrange for that parent/carer to have a
DBS (police check) for them to help out in school. Opportunities for volunteering will hopefully
become easier from September (though still not yet straightforward).
End of Year Reports
These will be given out on the Pop-In Friday events. These will be briefer than our usual reports of
course.
Helping children catch up once they are back at school
The government have announced some funding for schools to help children catch up academically
over the course of the 2020/21 academic year. Schools have to pay 25% of the costs involved. We are
planning this work now and will let parents know more as soon as we can. We will write to you
before the summer break with ideas for children’s learning over the holidays.
Expansion Update
This week we have binalised some decisions to do with the ICT infrastructure in the new building as
well as making decisions on signage and the new traversing wall that will be installed next to the
new cage in the playground.
We have also agreed that some groundworks will start this term. This involves the digging of a trench
to lay cabling from the existing building to the new building. This will take up a small amount of
playground space and will help speed up the work on the new building.
We have made progress with Lewisham in terms of where on our site we will place one class whilst
we wait for the new building to be binished but cannot conbirm exactly when and where until the end
of next week at the earliest. After this we will be able to conbirm which classroom each class will be
in.

