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26th June 2020

Headteacher Update
Black Lives Matter
I hope parents have seen the blog posts we have put up
regarding this very important issue. One post shares our own
statement on this as well as statements by Lewisham's Mayor
and Directors of Education. The other post shares a useful
video on the issue of racism as well as a copy of the children's
newspaper First News which has a whole edition dedicated to
this.
We are thinking hard about how to build on our strengths in
our work on diversity and improve where we can. We want to
ensure any changes we make are meaningful and substantial.
For example, our curriculum was already being reviewed and this review includes thinking
through how our diverse community is represented throughout the curriculum as well as how to
ensure our year-round work on tackling discrimination is as impactful as possible.
We will share proposed actions with parents and all parents will shortly have an opportunity, via a
survey we will send out, to suggest actions they think would be helpful.
Expansion
Our weekly meetings continue and good progress is being made on Finalising
some key issues, e.g. the placement of proposed new equipment for the
playground.
Because the building is now not scheduled to be ready for occupation before
Christmas we have to Find space for one class to occupy for the Autumn
term. There are a very small number of options here but I'm afraid Lewisham have not yet been able
to make a Final decision. We have put forward our views very, very clearly and now need to wait on
this decision. I am sorry that this is taking so long.
September
Hopefully everyone is now aware that the government
intends all children to be back at school from September. We
continue to think through and plan for various options,
including how to cope with possible, sudden changes during
next year. There are many uncertainties, including what the
advice will be regarding social distancing. The Department of
Education has published a blog post this week which, I think, means the likely position in September
is that a class of 30 would not be expected to socially distance in any way. While this may be useful in
'reading the runes' about what the guidance might say we cannot make Final decisions before it is
actually published. This is due in the next week or so. We will survey all parents before the holidays so
there will be a chance for your views to be taken into account. We will let you know more when we
know more!
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Inclusion @ Ashmead
In these times of uncertainty, we have been reFlecting on many
aspects of our work, including how we promote inclusion. The key, we
think you will agree, is knowledge. It is vital that in a world where
there is so much diversity to be celebrated that we understand
each other. And so, for this newsletter we will take a closer look at
Autism or ASD.
Autistic Spectrum Disorder (ASD) is a developmental condition that
affects some people and how they perceive the world and interact
with others. Autism is not a learning disability, but around half of
autistic people may also have a learning disability. Autistic people see,
hear and feel the world differently to other people. It is important to note that autism is not an illness or
disease and cannot be 'cured'. Often people feel being autistic is a fundamental aspect of their identity.
Here are Five things to be aware of:
Autism causes the brain to process things differently.
Crowds, loud noises and bright lights among other things can lead to high levels of anxiety or 'meltdowns'
for children with autism. People living with autism also Find changes to their routines very difFicult and so
these need careful planning. Over time, people with autism can learn to cope with change, with the right
support.
Children do not all experience autism in the same way.
Being autistic can affect people in different ways. Some autistic people also have learning disabilities,
many can be exceptionally skilled in one speciFic area of learning.
Autism is something you cannot necessarily see.
Mild cases of autism are often common. People with autism don't look the same or don't necessarily
present with the same behaviours. It is not always clear if a child is autistic and so the school works
together with the NHS so that they can get the right diagnosis.
How we support children with autism
When a person gets a diagnosis of autism, the school can be advised on how best to support the child.
Once a school understands how a child’s autism presents, then all efforts can be concentrated on how to
help them succeed and thrive.
Famous people with autism
Autistic people are often talented, philosophical, kind and creative. Hans Christian Anderson, Emily
Dickinson, Albert Einstein, Bill Gates and Isaac Newton are but a few of the very talented, inFluential
Figures that we know live/d with autism.

Thank you!

This week we have had more thanks for and recognition of our wonderful, hard
working staff. This is very much appreciated in these difFicult times.
“We just wanted to let you know how much we appreciate the work from the
teachers at this very tricky time. The daily work that is set for our children is stress
free for us as parents and bene<icial, interesting and challenging for the kids. We
feel supported by their teachers and trust we can ask for any help or advice if
needed.
The feedback given is very reassuring and again feels above and beyond the call of duty at a time when there
are so many demands on their time.
We know what Ashmead is providing at this time is by no means the norm across the primary schools and we
feel very happy and lucky that our children are a part of the school”.
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Staying Safe - internet safety

As the majority of our children are using the internet every day during lockdown, we
are going to be offering a series of messages about how to keep children safe online.
The First is a guide to using You Tube safely.

What safety options are there on YouTube
Kids?

The YouTube Kids app automatically Filters out inappropriate content. However,
YouTube explains that it can’t manually review all content, and “no automated
system is perfect”, so it may “miss” some videos
To help protect your child in this app, you can set parental controls and change
settings: tap the ‘Lock’ icon in the bottom corner of any page, enter your custom
passcode (or complete the multiplication problem/read and enter the numbers that
appear) and click ‘Settings’. Here you can:
• Turn the search function off, so your child can only see recommended, curated videos under each category on the
home screen: toggle ‘Search’ to off
• Set a timer to limit how much time your child spends on the app: select ‘Timer’ and use the slider bar or the plus
and minus icons to set a time limit, then tap ‘Start Timer’ You can also block videos or channels you don't want
your child to watch:
• Tap the 3 dots (‘more’) at the top of the video, tap ‘Block’ and select ‘Block this video’ – or choose ‘Block this
channel’ to block the whole channel associated with the video
• Tap ‘Block’ again, then enter the numbers you see written on the screen, or your custom passcode
To report inappropriate content to YouTube, use the ‘Flagging function’: tap the 3 dots (‘more’) in the video player,
tap ‘Report’, then select the reason for reporting the video (inappropriate visuals, inappropriate audio, or other)
The app does have advertising, but YouTube says it restricts adverts that
aren’t child-friendly.

What safety options are there on YouTube?

Turn on ‘restricted mode’.
This hides videos that may contain inappropriate content. To do this:
• On the website: click on the icon in the top-right corner that represents
your YouTube account; in the drop-down menu look for ‘Restricted Mode’
• In the app: tap ‘Settings’, then ‘Restricted Mode Filtering’, and turn it on
Flag inappropriate videos
If you think a video or a comment on a video is inappropriate, you can use the
‘Flagging feature’ to prompt YouTube staff to check it and decide whether to block or restrict it:
• Tap the 3 dots (‘more’) icon next to a video or comment, select report, and then select the reason for Flagging
Flagged content is constantly reviewed to check for any violation of YouTube’s community guidelines.

How else can I help ensure my child’s safety online?

Use these tips to help you set rules for your child about accessing videos online and their online behaviour, and to
help them understand the risks and what to do if something happens:
• Try to have your child in the same room as you when they’re using the internet, and discourage them from using
headphones
• Chat to your child about what online videos might not be suitable for them to watch and share
• Regularly check the history of videos they have watched online for anything inappropriate, or create a playlist for
them
• Encourage your child to tell you if they see something they Find worrying or nasty
• If your child wants to share a video they have recorded, check they get permission from anyone who features in it
before they upload it
• Tell your child not to give out any personal information or anything that can identify them or their location, such
as a school uniform, school name or street name
• Regularly check comments made on your child’s videos. Talk to your child about how they could receive nasty or
negative comments from other people, and what they should do if this happens
• If another YouTube user posts a video of your child or shares personal information without consent, you can ask
for this content to be removed by using YouTube’s privacy complaint process (see links)

Where else can I go for support?

Policies, safety and reporting, YouTube
https://support.google.com/youtube/topic/2676378?hl=en&ref_topic=6151248
Privacy complaint process, YouTube
https://support.google.com/youtube/answer/142443
YouTube Kids parental guide, YouTube
https://support.google.com/youtubekids/#topic=6130504

