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19th June 2020

Welcoming more children back to Ashmead
We are really enjoying having more children back at school. The children who have restarted with us
since the half-term are happy, settled and doing well.
We will write to all parents early next week letting you know how we intend to organise a visit to the
school for all children before the summer break. Many thanks are due to our amazing PTA who have
agreed to donate some money to the school to help purchase items for the ‘goodie bags’ children will
collect when they visit.
In tonight’s brieFing the government have said they intend all children to return to school in
September. We want this to happen too. The guidance which will explain to schools how this can be
done is due to be published within the next fortnight. We have our own ideas of how to maximise the
number of children here in September but we will obviously need to wait for the government
guidance before making a Firm plan that we can share with you.
I’m sure you will have seen the news about the funds being allocated to schools to help children to
catch up over the next academic year. This is great news. I’m particularly pleased the government
seem to be following the evidence of what works and following the advice of great organisations like
the Education Endowment Foundation. It’s also pleasing to see speciFic funds focusing on
disadvantaged children. There are no details yet of how this will work in practice but it’s clear that
schools will have to pay for 25% of the costs from already stretched budgets. However, a plan is to be
welcomed! We’ll let you know when we know more about how we are going to make this work in
practice.

I thought it might be useful for parents to have some information about how children are
returning to school nationally and locally:
Throughout England 52% of schools opened to additional children in the week beginning
1st June; this Bigure was 67% by 11th June. Approximately 38% of Y6 pupils and 30% of
Reception and Year One pupils attended school last week. I have not been able to Bind any
national data for Nursery children returning.
Information shared within Lewisham last week showed that 60% of Lewisham primary
schools opened to Reception, Year 1 and/or Year 6 children and around 15% to Nursery
classes.
At Ashmead we have 70% of our Y6 children and 64% of our Year One children who are
attending already or who have conBirmed attendance.
We are pleased with how this is going so far but we are looking forward to these Bigures being
100% for all year groups as soon as we can. Well, at least 96% anyway!
Sean
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Building Update
We have been working on the plans for the playground over the last
week and are excited about how this will look. The majority of this
work should take place over the summer holidays.
Work on the building’s exterior is progressing well and the scaffolding
is due to come down in the next few weeks.
We have not yet signed off on the solution for ensuring enough
physical space for all the children this September. We are very close to
Finalising this though and we hope to be able to share this with you by
the week after next.

Staying Safe
Contact details: As you know, we are continuing to contact families each
week, either seeing children when they are in school or speaking to them on
the phone at home. If you change your phone number, please do let us know
as soon as possible so we can keep our contact details up to date and remain
in touch. This is also a great time to check that we have your up to date email
addresses and emergency contact details. Do your emergency contacts still
have the same phone numbers or email addresses? Would you like to change or amend your emergency
contacts? Have you moved house and informed the school? Thanks for your support with this!
E-Safety: As we mentioned in the last newsletter, do remember to keep an eye on your children’s use of
the internet on the devices they have access to. If you haven’t already set up parental controls we would
strongly recommend doing this, there is a useful guide on how do this on different devices here: https://
www.nspcc.org.uk/keeping-children-safe/online-safety/parental-controls/ Parental controls can help
you plan what time of day your child can go online and how long for; create content Filters to block apps
that may have inappropriate content and also manage the content different family members can see.

Family Support
This is a tough time for everyone but for families who are struggling
Financially it is particularly hard.
If you are Finding things hard we have been helping families since lockdown,
e.g.
• Making referrals to foodbanks.
• Discussing stresses and helping Find solutions.
• Organising food parcels for pick-up or delivery.
• Helping with extra books or other learning equipment if these are too expensive.
• Applying for grants for families in extreme need.
I remember very well how tough things were Financially when I was a child and how a sense of
embarrassment often got in the way of getting the assistance that was needed. Please don't, in any way,
feel worried or nervous about asking for help. This situation is no-one's fault and we are very happy
to offer all the help we can.

And ?inally…
Thank you for the thank yous that we receive by email or in person. All our staff
continue to work so hard throughout this very difFicult and unprecedented time so
recognition of this is very much appreciated. Thank you.
“At every point we have felt our child has been thought about and cared for. He has very
much felt part of Ashmead, even though he’s not been there in person. He has loved
listening to your poems each evening before bed, seeing teachers reading stories and
hearing their voices on See Saw.
It must be an incredibly stressful time for you, trying to do the right thing for everyone, so I really just wanted
to offer my support and gratitude to Ashmead for all you are doing for my child. We feel very lucky he is part of
such a fantastic school.”

