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Thank you for the thank yous!
We get many email messages from parents/carers and during the lockdown period we’ve had some lovely comments
about the work we have been doing. These range from the Tapestry or Seesaw activities on offer for children, to the
ways we have kept in touch with families since March 20th. These messages are very much appreciated in these
anxious times so do please keep telling us when we are getting it right! Here are just two of the comments from emails:
I’d like to reiterate how brilliantly supported we’ve felt by Ashmead during this crisis …it’s been fundamental to our
emotional well-being. We’ve been strictly adhering to social distancing and have remained happy and content throughout
because of that support. Thank you all.
I wanted to comment on how amazing the support has been during the lockdown period…just wonderful with the learning
they have through Tapestry and See-saw, as well as weekly phone calls. I really didn't expect that level of dedication and effort.
We also want to thank and celebrate parents and carers for all the work YOU are doing in caring for your children at
home in such difQicult circumstances. Juggling home learning with your own work and other commitments is incredibly
challenging but from what we are seeing and hearing you are doing an amazing job.

Update
Hello everyone - I hope you are all well and safe.
As you know we have been open for vulnerable children and the children of critical workers since 23rd March.
We began welcoming back children in Year One and Year Six this week. It has been lovely to have more children back at
Ashmead. All staff have worked really hard to support the children to settle back smoothly and to explain how we need to
keep safe while keeping school as normal as we can. If you would like to know more about how this works at school you
could look at this blog post: https://myashmead.org/2020/06/07/returning-to-school/
Exciting as it is to see some children returning, we are very aware that the majority of our children are still at home. We
have contact with those children via Tapestry and Seesaw and our weekly welfare calls – but that isn’t the same as the
children being here.
We miss all the children who are still at home very much.
Three days ago the government announced that they do not expect schools to be able to bring other year groups back to
school before the summer break. Because of stafQing and space limitations we are not able to open to any other year
groups before the summer break.
The ambition for all children returning to school has now been pushed back to September. So far, there is no information
or guidance from the government on how schools can do this so we cannot yet say how school will look at the beginning
of the Autumn term.
This means that the majority of our children will not have been at school between late March and September – and we
cannot at this stage say how many can attend in September or for how long.
What I can say is that we want to get all the children back at school as soon as possible in the Autumn term.
It is understandable that parents want to have more information than this about the plan in September; without knowing
how the government guidance will change between now and then I hope it’s clear why we are not able to offer certainty
at this stage. That does not mean we are not planning how we could meet this challenge. We are already planning and we
will survey parents about this as well in the near future.
Although we cannot, sadly, have any more year groups back at school this term, we would like to organise an opportunity to
see all of our children before the holidays. This would involve a brief pop-in session this term where children can come in and
collect a ‘goodie bag’ - this will contain materials to further support learning at home but also some mystery fun things too!
We will do this outside and provide drinks and cakes so we can have a bit of a chat while the children are here. We’ll provide a
timetable soon - we’d love it if all our still-at-home children could come in to see us!
Sean

Phone calls
As you know, we have been ringing parents and children each week to see how they are getting on at
home. If you have more than one child at Ashmead that might mean one, two or even three phone
calls over the week! From next week, staff will be making one phone call to each family to ask about
children not in school. As always please do pick up (we always ring from ‘No Caller ID’ phone or the
school number), it is lovely to speak to you all! If your child comes to school we will not ring you at
home as we will be seeing your child here, if the child in school has siblings at home, we’ll still call.
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Trees - our new class names!

As you know, we have been open to critical worker and vulnerable children throughout the term time and
holidays and they have been using different rooms within the school. With most children now working in spaces
that are not their usual ones, we thought it would be good for each room to have a tree name and new identity so
the children would have some ownership and sense of belonging in their new learning space. We are incredibly
lucky to have so many trees on our school site and didn’t want to miss a learning opportunity for children to study
their surroundings! Therefore, each of the rooms is now named after a tree on our site. With more children being
back at school now we are using 9 of our 11 classrooms and we are getting used to calling each room by its tree
name. The list of our new classroom names and the staff working in each bubble are below:
Nursery: Willow - Ruth, Susie, Megan and Negi
Reception R: Sycamore - Emma and Saoirse
Reception K: Rowan - Isy and Emily
Year 1I: Holly - Sophie and Edyta
Year1E: Fig - Kirsty and Georgia
Year2N: Maple - Nicole, Aisling, Chris and Florence
Year 3: Oak - Leo, Henry, Rupert and Rachel
Year 5: Cypress - Sean and Penny
Year 6: Aspen - Rachel and Joy
Year 2A class will be called Elm and Year 4 classroom will be Birch.
We would love the children at home or at school to do a summer project linked to our
new class names and local trees. There is a great website that lists lots of trees across
London. Have a look and see if you can Dind other examples of our class tree names.
Check it out here: https://www.treetalk.co.uk
We will add an activity on Seesaw and Tapestry for you to show us what you Dind out!

Bubbles

You might have seen the blog post at the weekend (link above) about how
we have reorganised the school for the children who have started to return
as well as the children that have been with us all through ‘lockdown’. The
children are now in ‘bubbles’ of up to 15 children with two members of
staff. They stay in these bubbles all day and although they can see their
friends in other bubbles, they are not able to play or mix with them yet. We
have also had to spread the bubbles and class furniture and equipment
across different classrooms so are using all but two classrooms in school.
The children are being brilliant with understanding the importance of
these bubbles and how they will help us to be safer at school. This is a
strange time but, as always, our staff and children in school are responding
with characteristic positivity and resilience.

Staying Safe

Our number one priority is, as always, safety. Here are a few reminders:
• COVID-19: Please follow the latest guidance, e.g. self-isolating with key symptoms (a
new, continuous cough; a fever; loss of taste or smell). Lots more information here:
https://www.gov.uk/coronavirus
• E-safety: Please monitor your children’s use of devices and the internet frequently.
Our advice would be to avoid having these in bedrooms, using them after lights out is
too tempting! In particular, please check browser and chat/messaging (including
photos) histories. This website has good support: https://bit.ly/2ApepSE (or just google ‘NSPCC online safety’)
• Domestic violence cases have increased dramatically since lockdown. Anyone needing help with this can ring the
national helpline (08082000247) or contact the local Athena service (08001124052)
• If anyone needs support or advice regarding their own safety or even another family’s safety feel free to ring the
school or email me directly (headteacher@ashmead.lewisham.sch.uk)
• Wellbeing: The impact on the well-being of children, parents, staff and everyone else having to cope with
COVID-19 can be severe. Challenging as this is, do please try to make time to look after yourselves. These links
can help.
https://bit.ly/30wyLUM (Mind resources)
https://bit.ly/3cU5FB0 (NHS resources)
https://www.kooth.com (free online support for children aged 10+)
Recovery
Curriculum: At school we are beginning to use a ‘recovery curriculum’ with children. This helps us
•
address both the ‘5 losses’ children might experience due to the coronavirus (routine, structure, friendship,
opportunity and freedom) and the four consequences of these losses (bereavement, attachment, anxiety and
trauma). We can share some of this work via Seesaw and Tapestry in the weeks ahead too.

