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Dates for the diary
2nd - 6th March: Book Week
3rd March: Y1 trip to The Postal Museum
and Y2 theatre workshop in school
5th March: Author Zohab Zee Khan
visiting school
6th March: Book character dressing up
Day!
10th March: Y5/6 Tag Rugby Competition
11th March: Y4 trip to Catford Synagogue
12th March: Parent-Teacher meetings
(and TOP Art Exhibition) 3.50pm - 7.30pm
13th March: Sport Relief ‘Get your kit on’
fund-raising day - wear sports kit to
school and bring a donation!
13th March: Y5 trip to Kew Gardens
17th March: Y5/6 Badminton
Competition
17th March: Parent-Teacher meetings
(and TOP Art Exhibition) 3.50pm - 6pm
19th March: Y3/4 Fit Festival
20th March: Y5/6 Swimming Gala
26th March: Y4 and Y5 trip to Trinity
Laban Schools Concert
2nd April: PTA Spring event including
Easter Egg Raf\le
3rd April: Last day of term
6th - 17th April (inc)
Easter break
20th April: Children back to school
29th April: Y2 ‘Great Fire of London’ trip
7th May: INSET day
(school being used as a Polling Station)
School closed to children
8th May: Bank Holiday (school closed)

2nd March 2020

Attendance
We have continued to work hard to improve our attendance \igures and reach
our minimum target of 96% and after another slight rise over the last and \irst
week of half term our school attendance (excluding Nursery) was 96.2%.
Thanks for your support.
The latest class attendance \igures are:
Year 4: 98.84%
Year 6: 98.21%
Year 1I: 98.15%
Year 2A: 98%
Year 2N: 97.83%
Year 5: 97.5%
Year 3: 97.06%
Reception K: 94.78%
Reception R: 91.75%
Year 1E: 89.95%

Parent-Teacher Meetings
We are looking forward to seeing you all at our upcoming Parent-Teacher
meetings on 12th and 17th March. The online booking system we used last
term will go live TODAY for you to book your appointments for this term.
Please do make every effort to be on time, the ‘bing bongs’ will sound every 10
minutes so we would really appreciate if you could keep within your time slot
to help the afternoons/evening run smoothly. To coincide with the ParentTeacher meetings, we have our ‘Take One
Picture’ exhibition in the small hall open
from Thursday 12th March 3.30pm until
Tuesday 17th March 6pm (closed
Saturday and Sunday though!). Do come
and look at your child’s artwork and see
how they have interpreted the painting
‘The Battle of San Romano’ by Paulo
Uccello.

World Book Day
World Book Day is this Thursday and we will be giving the
children their £1 vouchers to get a book from a local
bookseller. There is a list of participating booksellers here:
https://www.booksellers.org.uk/wbd This Friday we will
be having our character dress up day, we are looking forward
to seeing your child’s book themed costume!

Safeguarding
Safeguard - to protect from harm or damage with an
appropriate measure
For children to feel safe in school it is important that they
pass on any issues to adults as soon as possible. If parents
become aware of issues, it is important these are dealt with by speaking to
school staff ASAP. On rare occasions, parents sometimes speak directly to other
children or parents. We have found this to be unhelpful - the chances of
emotions getting in the way of resolving the issue are too high - and our
expectation is that children are never spoken to directly by another child’s
parents. Instead, please remember to bring any issue to an appropriate adult; if
you feel this isn’t dealt with successfully do come to see Jane or Sean.
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Our current value

We are currently looking at the value of Empathy.

News from Nursery and Reception

Welcome back to the second half of the year! Nursery are still showing an interest in the
horses from the ‘Take One Picture’ and are exploring horse shoes and footprints in salt dough.
Reception are becoming green \ingered and beginning to grow some potatoes for our garden.
As we move into Spring it would be great to have more plants growing in our garden. If you
have any hardy plants, such as grasses or herbs, you would like to donate to our garden we
would be extremely thankful for these and the children would love to help plant them.
Lots of children in EYFS are wonderfully creative and enjoy junk modelling but unfortunately we
often run out of recycled items (boxes, tubes, pots) to make with. We would be very grateful for
any ‘junk’ items from your recycling to be donated to us. Thank you.
Ruth Keeble

News from Key Stage 1

Welcome back! We are over half way through the
academic year and the new topics for spring 2 are as
exciting as ever. For both Year 1 and Year 2 the focus
is on history. Y1 have kick-started their topic, 'Now
and Then' with a trip this week to The Postal
Museum to journey back in time
through the original tunnels
and station platforms of
London's 100-year-old postal
railway. Y2's topic, 'The
Suffragettes', is also being kickstarted this week with an
experience - a drama workshop
to bring the story of the
suffragettes to life.
Emma Dodsworth

News from Key Stage 2
Welcome back after half term.

The children in Key Stage 2 are
looking forward to a packed
half term with poetry
workshops this week and art
exhibitions also in the pipeline.
Our artworks will be displayed
in the hall during the week of parents’ evening and it
promises to be another triumphant display.
As always, please make sure the children are reading every
day at home and this is being recorded in their yellow
books. The children all seem to be thoroughly enjoying
times tables rock stars so please make sure they keep up
this enthusiasm too. It all really does support them in their
learning at school.
Leo Wallace

Sports News

Upcoming Sports Tournaments
Years 5&6 Tag Rugby - Tuesday 10th March
Years 5&6 Badminton - Tuesday 17th March
Years 3&4 Fit Festival - Thursday 19th March
Year 5&6 Swimming Gala - Friday 20th March
Sport Relief Week
This year Sport Relief week takes place on 9-13th March. Sport Relief is a great way to get everyone in school
moving and having fun together! Children will be taking part in contemporary Afro-Brazillian dance and Karate
workshops during the week and will also be participating in daily active challenges. Please ensure your child is
wearing clothing suitable for physical activity every day that week.
GET YOUR KIT ON
Join people of all ages across the UK on Friday 13th March and wear sports kit for the day in return for a small fee of
£1! All money raised will be donated to Sport Relief to change lives across the UK and around the world.
Rachel Azra

Inclusion News

This academic year we are working hard to improve our whole school
attendance \igures. Our attendance has fallen below what is expected of
every school nationally. The national expectation is 96%. Working closely
with families across our school our attendance is climbing but remains below this \igure; currently 95.76% for this
academic year so far. We urge you as parents to please support your child to have good school going routines by
ensuring they are at school as often as they are \it and able to. If your child’s attendance has already fallen below
96%, you we’ll be required to give the school evidence in the form of doctors notes or hospital appointment letters
in order for the school to authorise any absences. Persistent absence which does not improve will result in
involvement from the Attendance and Welfare team in Lewisham. A huge thank you to parents who are working
together with the school to improve their child’s attendance. This ensures consistent capacity for teaching and
learning which results in your child making progress and reaching their full potential.
If you have anything inclusion related you would like to discuss, as always you can reach me at
dHielding@ashmead.lewisham.sch.uk or alternatively catch me in the playground.
David Fielding

