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Dates for the diary
10th - 14th Feb: E-Safety Week
10th Feb: Y5 visitor in to support
Geography work
11th Feb: Safer Internet Day
12th Feb: Y1 trip to The Albany
13th Feb: Y5/6 girls football competition
and Anti-Idling event.
13th Feb: 3.30pm: ‘Love Books’ PTA event
- book, costume and cake sale
14th Feb: Parent Gym sessions start and
Y1 trip to Tower Bridge
17th - 21st February (inc)
Half term break
24th - 28th Feb: Y6 residential trip
2nd - 6th March: Book Week
3rd March: Y1 trip to The Postal Museum
5th March: Author Zohab Zee Khan
visiting school
6th March: Book character dressing up
Day!
11th March: Y4 trip to Catford Synagogue
12th March: Parent-Teacher meetings
3.50pm - 7.30pm
17th March: Parent-Teacher meetings
3.50pm - 6pm
2nd April: PTA Spring event including
Easter Egg RafXle
6th - 17th April (inc)
Easter break
20th April: Children back to school
29th April: Y2 trip to Tower Hill
7th May: INSET day
(school being used as a Polling Station)
School closed to children
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Attendance
We are still working hard to improve our attendance Xigures and reach our
minimum target of 96%. Please ensure your child is at school every day that
they are able to and take holidays in the 14 weeks of the year that the school is
closed. There has been a slight rise over the last fortnight making our school
attendance (excluding Nursery) 95.59%. Thanks for your support.
The latest class attendance Xigures are:
Year 2N: 98.91%
Year 2A: 98.5%
Year 4: 96.5%
Reception R: 95.6%
Year 1E: 95.54%
Year 5: 95.42%
Year 3: 94.83%
Year 1I 94.44%
Year 6: 94.37%
Reception K: 91.8%

Internet Safety
The internet is an amazing tool to support
teaching and learning. However, we do need to
make sure that all our children, and staff, are
using the internet safely and responsibly. On
Tuesday 11th February it is Safer Internet Day.
This year’s campaign aims to empower young
people to take control of their digital lives and explore how they manage their
online identity, and how the internet shapes how they think of themselves and
others. We will be exploring this concept in lessons and assemblies this week
so this might be something you want to reiterate at home too. It is really
important that you, as parents, know what your children do online. Do please
regularly check their phones or mobile devices, in particular social media
accounts such as Whats App, your children are constantly building a digital
footprint, does it re>lect how they want to be seen? We often reiterate that if
they write or say something online that they wouldn’t say to someone’s face or
want an adult to see then don’t post. We will be going through our social
media principles with the children, these apply to ALL members of our school
community, children, staff, volunteers and parents, they can be found on our
website here: https://ashmeadprimary.Xiles.wordpress.com/2019/11/socialmedia-principles-pdf.pdf

Safeguarding
Anti-bullying focus: we understand bullying as hurtful
behaviour, repeated over a period of time, where it is difXicult
for those being bullied to defend themselves. We believe that
those who bully others are themselves often experiencing difXiculties and they
are not aware of this, which can sometimes be the reason why they take their
anger and frustration out on others.
We teach the children to always report bullying to an adult and we also talk
about bullying, its consequences and how to prevent it in our PSHE sessions
and circle times. Discriminatory language is also often discussed in assemblies
and anyone who hears it is encouraged to report it. The most important
message we say to the children is to TELL. Please do encourage your child to
talk to an adult at school if they are worried about anything, particularly
bullying. Thanks for your ongoing support.
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Our current value

We are currently looking at the value of Empathy.

News from Nursery and Reception

EYFS have really enjoyed being part of Take One Picture this week, looking at and creating
artwork based on the painting ‘The Battle of San Romano” by Paolo Uccello. Nursery and
Reception R both focused on the horses in the painting. Nursery looked at farriers and the
tools they use, they then used different tools to create clay pieces. Reception R sewed their
own Hobby Horses. Reception K enjoyed the story around the painting and created a
shadow puppet show to retell this story. We have continued to develop our outdoor
classroom this week, introducing woodwork. The children will be using real saws and
hammers to create their own masterpieces. They have shown a great understanding of how
to keep safe while using the tools; we can’t wait to see what they create!

News from Key Stage 1

It was a busy Art Week
across the school last week
and we're excited to show
you our work in the Take
One Picture exhibition after
half-term.

With the end of the half term
approaching, please
remember your child needs
a water bottle and a book
bag every day- the bag
doesn't need to be an Ashmead one but a bag that
can hold their books, yellow reading record, and
orange spelling book.
Please support your child by Xilling up a water bottle
with fresh water each day - either from home or
from the fountain in the playground - before school
starts and ensure that they have had a drink before
coming to school.
Emma Dodsworth

Ruth Keeble

News from Key Stage 2

It’s been another amazing few
weeks for us all here in Key Stage
2. Year 3 have started their
‘Destination Reader’ lessons,
which were launched last year
throughout the rest of KS2 as a
way of engaging more deeply with
high-quality books. Year 4 had an
exciting time down at Deptford
Creek, where they got to put on
their waders and discover the
secrets of the river. Year 5 will
welcome a special guest this week from a charity called
Tushinde, who work with children in Kenyan slums - part of
our current geography topic on global inequality. Year 6,
along with the rest of the school, have been participating in
the National Gallery’s Take One Picture art project which
this year is based on an artwork called ‘The Battle of San
Romano’ by Paolo Ucello. Please keep your eyes open for
details of the exhibition next half term.
Leo Wallace

Sports News

This week 21 children from Years 3&4 took part in the annual Football
Development Tournament hosted at St Dunstans. Both teams worked well,
developing their football skills and competing against a variety of schools
from across Lewisham Borough.
Some feedback from children on the day:
“I persevered and kept trying.”
“I had a lot of fun today!”
“I scored a goal and that felt amazing.”
Well done to all!

Rachel Azra

Inclusion News

Much of the inclusion team’s time has been taken up by attendance over
the past two weeks. We have been meeting families to help them
understand the importance of their child attending every day that they are
Xit and able to. In other news the Y6 team have been meeting regularly to check children’s progress and make
amendments to interventions the children are having in order to prepare them as best we can for their national
tests later in the year. If you have anything inclusion related you would like to discuss, as always you can reach me at
d>ielding@ashmead.lewisham.sch.uk or alternatively catch me in the playground.
David Fielding
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Parent Gym - starts this week!

You should have had a parentmail recently advertising our next round of
‘Parent Gym’, this is not about getting physically Xit but it will support you
to be a more conXident parent. ‘Parent Gym’ is a well-established, six-week
programme that shares and explores practical tips and strategies to make
family life easier and help your children thrive. We are lucky enough to
have a fully trained member of staff here at Ashmead so the sessions will
be run by Joy Valizadeh who works throughout the school supporting
children in a pastoral capacity. The sessions start this week - Friday 14th
February and continue for the next 6 weeks until 27th March. They are
completely free to attend and you will be given materials each week to
support what has been discussed in each session. Everyone there is a
parent who will share their views and give everyone a chance to talk about
any issues or top tips they might have. All parents and carers are welcome
so we’d love to see lots of you there!

Term dates 2020 - 21

The term dates and INSET days for next
academic year have now been conXirmed
and are up on our website here: https://
myashmead.org/parents/term-dates/
In recent governors meetings we have
thought about many different ways to try
and improve children’s overall attendance at
Ashmead, unfortunately a huge amount of
absence is due to unauthorised term time
holidays. Therefore, in organising our INSET
days next academic year we have linked all
INSET days to a designated holiday and also
will be starting back in September with a full
week of school. PLEASE do note these dates
down and make sure you support us in our
aim to keep attendance high.
Our September INSET days for 2020-21 will be as follows:
Wednesday 2nd September 2020
Thursday 3rd September 2020
Friday 4th September 2020
ALL children from Y1 - Y6 will be expected in school from Monday 7th September, this is later than usual to
give parents the chance to take a ‘late’ summer break at a cheaper cost without having to take time off
during term time. EYFS children will be given they own start dates.
Other INSET days will be:
Monday 4th January 2021 (straight after the Christmas break)
Friday 28th May 2021 (just before the May half term break)
Reminder about this year’s remaining INSET days:
This academic year we have two remaining INSET days, one on Thursday 7th May (when
we are having to close as a Polling Station) and one on Friday 22nd May. Both these days
precede bank holiday weekends enabling you to go off for an early break WITHOUT
having to take any unauthorised time off school.
The early May INSET day coincides with the VE Day bank holiday weekend from 8th 10th May which means you could have a 4 night ‘term time’ break from Wednesday 6th
May - Sunday 10th May.
The end of May INSET day means you can beat the crowds by going away on that bank
holiday on the evening of Thursday 21st May. Please do consider using these
opportunities should you wish to take a few days away, we have planned them carefully
to enable you to do this and not have your child missing any school.
Of course you might just want to relax at home, just think of us in school whilst you do!

