https://myashmead.org
Dates for the diary

3rd Dec: Reception visit to The Albany
(am)
3rd Dec: Y2 trip to St Johns church (pm)
4th Dec: 2.30pm: Reception Winter
Production - all Reception parents/carers
welcome!
5th Dec: CREAK drama production (in
school)
Saturday 7th December:
PTA Winter Fair
11am - 2pm
9th Dec: Y1 Reading workshop for
parents - 9am
10th Dec: 2.30pm: Year 2 Christmas
Production -- all Year 2 parents/carers
welcome!
12th Dec: School closed being used as a Polling Station
13th Dec: Christmas Jumper Day
13th Dec: Y1 trip to the Cutty Sark
16th Dec: Y2 Reading workshop for
parents - 9am
18th Dec: Children’s Christmas Lunch
19th Dec: 9am: Key Stage 2 Christmas
sing-a-long - - all Y3 - Y6 parents/carers
welcome!
19th Dec: 3.30pm: Finish for the
Christmas break
20th Dec - 3rd Jan (inc)
Christmas break
6th Jan: INSET Day
(school closed to children)
7th Jan: Children back to school
(Reception - Y6).
Nursery closed for Home Visits
8th Jan: Nursery children back

2nd December 2019

Attendance

Our attendance Xigures have risen a little over the last fortnight which is
great to see. Our latest attendance percentage (excluding nursery) was
95.46%. Thanks for your support.
The latest class attendance Xigures are:
Year 4: 97.83%
Year 5: 97.08%
Year 1E: 96.79%
Year 2A: 96.19%
Year 3: 95.69%
Reception R: 95.4%
Year 1I: 95%
Year 6: 94.63%
Year 2N: 93.26%
Reception K: 92.81%
Message from David Fielding re attendance and sickness:
A reminder that if your child is unwell, you must contact the school of?ice
to let us know the reasons for their absence. You may need to provide
evidence in order for us to authorise their absence, depending on how low
your child's attendance is at that point. For more information about
attendance see the Attendance Policy here: https://
ashmeadprimary.?iles.wordpress.com/2019/12/attendance-policynov-19-pdf.pdf

New after school club opportunity!
We have an exciting opportunity to introduce a karate
club at Ashmead with an ex Olympian karate champion.
Please let the ofXice or Rachel Azra know if your child
would be interested in attending the club (Y2-6) If
enough interest is generated we will hopefully be able
to put this in place from January! This club will
potentially take place on a Friday after school.

Safeguarding

Safeguard - to protect from harm or
damage with an appropriate measure
As November drew to a close last week we
concluded our month long focus on the value of
Kindness and our related work on antibullying.
At Ashmead, we understand bullying as hurtful behaviour, repeated
over a period of time, where it is difXicult for those being bullied to
defend themselves. We believe that those who bully others are
themselves often experiencing difXiculties and they are not aware of
this, this sometimes being the reason why they take their anger and
frustration out on others.
We teach the children to always report bullying to an adult and we also
talk about bullying, its consequences and how to prevent it in our
assemblies, PSHE sessions and circle times. Discriminatory language is
also often discussed in assemblies and anyone who hears it is
encouraged to report it. The most important message we say to the
children is to TELL. Please do encourage your child to talk to an adult at
school if they are worried about anything, particularly bullying.
Thanks for your ongoing support.
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Our current value

We are currently looking at the value of Responsibility.

News from Nursery and Reception

December is here and we’ve got a busy few weeks ahead. Nursery and Reception have
been getting in the Christmas spirit making ‘recycled’ decorations from old card, puzzle
pieces and pine cones. These are now hanging in our hall and the children loved seeing
them as they went in for lunch. Reception have a very exciting week this week, we’re off
for our Xirst trip out to the theatre on Tuesday. Thank you to all that offered your help.
We are then performing our own amazing winter show ‘Ralph the Reindeer’ on
Wednesday. The children have been working so hard during rehearsals and even gave
Nursery their own personal viewing last week. They were a brilliant Xirst audience!
We are still collecting Jolly Jars for the Christmas fair, don’t forget to bring them in this
week if you’re planning on making one! Thank you.
Ruth Keeble

News from Key
Stage 1

Thank you to all
those who came to
the spelling/phonics
workshops in Y1
and Y2 over the last
few weeks. Home
learning in the form
of Home Spelling
Books was launched
on Friday in both
year groups. We will
share weekly
spellings we are
working on in
school in these
books each week for
you to support your
child with these at home. The books will be due in each
Friday for us to stick the new spellings in. Ideas for how
to support at home are in the front of the books.
Emma Dodsworth

News from
Key Stage 2

It’s been another fantastic
couple of weeks in Key
Stage 2, full of exciting
trips and workshops. The
children in Year 3 got a
taste of life in Prehistoric
Britain with a visit to Butser Ancient Farm, where they
experienced how people in early Britain lived. Next
week, they will take part in a special geography
workshop, turning our hall into a creek for the
morning! Year 4 also got a glimpse of life in the past
with a visit to Lullingstone Roman Villa. No doubt this
has helped them to reXine their construction
techniques when building their Roman towns in class.
And as if that wasn’t enough history…Year 5 enjoyed a
visit to the Horniman Museum last Monday to learn all
about the Benin Kingdom. Thank you as always to all
the parents who helped make each trip a memorable
and safe experience - we couldn’t do it without you!
Leo Wallace

Sports News

Saturday Football League update: Both Ashmead squads have played their Xirst set of
Xixtures with extreme dedication and perseverance. Year 5&6 had their Xirst set of
matches against last year’s league top teams – Stillness and All Saints! They worked well
together to keep pushing until the whistle went. Year 3&4 won both of their Xirst Xixture
matches 3-2 and 7-0! Well done to both Ashmead teams!
Competitions: Year 4 will be attending the annual ‘Fit Fest’ hosted at Prendergast
Ladywell School this Thursday. The Fit Festival is an amazing opportunity for children
to take part in a series of maths based games and challenges based on the Year 4 Maths
curriculum.
PE: Giraffes Can’t Dance – Children have been exploring a range of movement to tell the
story of Gerald the Giraffe. Children from KS1 and KS2 have been thinking of movement
to depict key moments in the story, using unison and canon as key focus points to
distinguish their movements.
Rachel Azra

Inclusion News

Over the past few weeks the Inclusion team have been meeting to discuss
how we are supporting children who are not making progress for
whatever reason and troubleshooting this in meetings with their families.
We have also secured some well needed funding to support our SEN children in the Early Years and we plan to use
this to support the children's speech and language and communication needs.
As always, if you’d like to speak to me about an inclusion related issue, do see me in the playground before or after
school or email: dXielding@ashmead.lewisham.sch.uk
David Fielding

