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Dates for the diary
30th Jan: 9am: PTA coffee morning - all
welcome and Y4 trip to Deptford
Discovery Centre
31st Jan: 9am: PTA coffee morning - all
welcome
3rd - 7th Feb:
‘Take One Picture’ Art Week
4th Feb: Y3/4 football competition
7th Feb: Parent Gym taster session from
9am
10th - 14th Feb: E-Safety Week
12th Feb: Y1 trip to The Albany
13th Feb: Y5/6 girls football competition
and Anti-Idling event.
13th Feb: 3.30pm: ‘Love Books’ PTA event
- book, costume and cake sale
14th Feb: Parent Gym sessions start and
Y1 trip to Tower Bridge
17th - 21st February (inc)
Half term break
24th - 28th Feb: Y6 residential trip
2nd - 6th March: Book Week
5th March: Author Zohab Zee Khan
visiting school
6th March: Book character dressing up
Day!
12th March: Parent-Teacher meetings
3.50pm - 7.30pm
17th March: Parent-Teacher meetings
3.50pm - 6pm
6th - 17th April (inc)
Easter break
20th April: Children back to school
29th April: Y2 trip to Tower Hill
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Attendance
As you know we are having a huge focus on improving attendance at the
moment. Please see more information on the last page of this newsletter. It’s
good to see a rise over the last fortnight making our school attendance
(excluding Nursery) 95.24%. We are keen that this [igure rises even higher
over the next few weeks. Thanks for your support.
The latest class attendance [igures are:
Year 4: 99%
Year 3: 97.76%
Year 2A: 96.76%
Year 1E: 96.61%
Reception R: 95.8%
Year 5: 94.58%
Reception K: 93.99%
Year 2N: 93.91%
Year 1I: 92.04%
Year 6: 91.96%

PTA news
Thanks to the amazing help of
parents and support of local
businesses we raised over £2,000
at the Winter Fair to put towards
enhancing our children’s school
lives. From supplying magazines,
musical and other equipment to
subsidising school trips – the cash
we raise is of direct bene[it to our
children.
Come along to one of our 2 coffee mornings this week (Thursday and
Friday @ 9am), contribute your ideas, hear our plans or just enjoy a cuppa
with other parents.
Next PTA event: Thursday 13th February 3.30pm “LOVE BOOKS!” sale. In
preparation for Book Week and Ashmead’s character dress-up day in
March we’re holding a sale of second hand books and costumes on the eve
of Valentine’s Day – so hopefully some suitably themed cakes will be on
offer too! We’ll be asking for donations of pre-loved books for children &
adults and used children’s costumes. Please plan to bake or buy cakes we
can sell on 13th February if you can. For those that like to go with a theme
for their creations LOVE BOOKS should inspire plenty of ideas!
Can’t make our meetings/coffee mornings? Send someone in your place!
Or contact us on ashmeadschoolpta@gmail.com, or see you at the school
gate.
PTA Committee - Liz, Gemma, Wayne & Ginny

Safeguarding
Safeguard - to protect from harm or damage with an
appropriate measure
Just a reminder that parents/carers need to stay with
children in the morning until they are with their teacher
(EYFS and Y1 open their doors at 8.55am, Y2 - Y6 teachers are also in the
playground at this time). At the end of the day the gate is supervised until
3.45pm. If you are late to pick up your child you will be asked to collect your
child from the main of[ice instead of in the playground. If you have collected
your child at 3.30pm then please vacate the playground by 3.45pm at the latest
so we can shut the gates on time. Thanks for your ongoing support.
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Our current value

We are currently looking at the value of Hope.

News from Nursery and Reception

EYFS have thoroughly enjoyed the cold weather this week, exploring the ice
and frost that developed in our garden. We had some lovely discussions
about the difference between frost and snow, exploring the best ways to
make it melt and even [inding tiny bubbles in some of the ice! The children
have also been exploring the environment in our Forest School with
Reception R looking at habitats, Reception K hunting for exciting ‘treasures’
and Nursery creating a nest for a visiting Kookaburra.
In the next few weeks we will be taking part in ‘Take One Picture’ – an art
project for primary schools from the National Gallery. Each class will be
creating their own artwork based on the picture ‘The Battle of San Romano’
by Paolo Uccello. If you would like to see this wonderful piece in real life it is on display in the National Gallery.
Ruth Keeble

News from Key
Stage 1

Y2 are really enjoying
their topic 'Explorers'
and have now studied
the lives of Ernest
Shackleton, Robert
Scott and Matthew
Henson. In maths we have been continuing our work
on multiplication and are about to begin division.
We have now introduced the 2, 5 and 10 times
tables so if you want to practise them at home we
recommend 'hit the button' on the 'top marks'
website. You might have also seen on the blog that
we've been loving computing lessons.Y1 have been
thinking about 'Spaces and Places' in the United
Kingdom. We've been mapping countries in the
UK, watching tourist information videos for
England, Scotland, Wales and Northern Ireland and
using geographical vocabulary to describe
the features of places - see the Knowledge Organiser
for some examples.
Emma Dodsworth

News from Key
Stage 2

The children in Key
Stage 2 have been
working exceptionally
hard in school as
always. It was a real
pleasure to go into
classrooms and get to
see some of the science
learning taking place last week. Year 3 were learning
about magnets and investigating the properties of
different kinds of magnets. In Year 4, the children looked
at the processes, chemicals and organs involved in
digestion, while in Year 5 and 6 we learned about the
properties of materials and light respectively. As well as
all the amazing work going on in school, please could I
take the opportunity to remind everyone of our home
learning expectations. Children in KS2 should be reading
every day, as well as logging onto TT Rockstars and
practising their spellings. Thank you for supporting our
work by ensuring that this takes place regularly every
week.
Leo Wallace

Sports News
Year 5&6 Basketball Tournament:
Last week 12 children took part in the annual basketball tournament at London
Thunder. Up against more than 15 schools from across Lewisham both Ashmead
teams worked amazingly as a team and kept spirits up throughout their games. One
team managed to come second, just missing out on a place in the quarter[inals! Well
done to all!
Some comments from children about the day:
“Really enjoyed myself!”
“Lots of good teams played, it was nice to score a basket! It was a great experience.”
“We didn’t win but we still had fun.”
Saturday League Football
It was a cold but exciting set of matches for the [irst [ixtures of the new year for our Y5/6 team on Saturday 18th
January up on the heath with Ashmead drawing their [irst match and holding up strong defence in their second
match of the morning. This Saturday our Y4 team played for the second time since the new year and showed great
teamwork just conceding their [irst game by one goal and winning their second match 4-2! Well done to all who
played!
Rachel Azra
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Attendance matters @ ASHMEAD

You might have noticed the posters around the school regarding attendance and our efforts to
improve it. Each year, we set a target of an average attendance of 96% attendance for our
school and currently, due to recent poor attendance, we are falling below this target.
We set this target for our school because we know that attendance really matters.
For example, there is a strong link between attendance and achievement: DfE research shows
74% of pupils whose attendance is above 95% getting 5 or more GCSEs at A-C (inc English and
Maths). When attendance falls to 90% just 57% of pupils achieve this.
This type of attendance and punctuality could trigger further involvement from the local
authority’s attendance and welfare team. But - much more importantly – missing regular
periods of school will affect the progress that your child is making.
Your child must arrive at school on time every day that they are able to, in order to avoid
this and to maximise their potential.
Whilst we understand children become ill and parents have no choice but to keep them
at home to give them time to recover, we are condident that if you work with us we can
improve your child’s attendance.
In the next few weeks we will send your child’s current attendance [igure to you. We want to
work with you to ensure your child’s attendance is as good as possible. We would be very
grateful if you could help us improve your child’s attendance to maximise their full potential
and to work with the school to achieve our school average of 96%.
Thank you!

