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16th December 2019

Attendance

Dates for the diary

Our attendance Qigures have dropped a little over the last fortnight to
95.21% (excluding nursery) and might drop further with unauthorised
absences or out of term time holidays which often happens around a
break. Please do support us by taking any holidays within the allocated 14
weeks per year. Unauthorised holidays/days off have a huge affect on
our overall attendance as a school. Every day counts!
The latest class attendance Qigures are:
Year 3: 98.28%
Reception R: 97.27%
Year 4: 96.85%
Year 2A: 96.3%
Year 1E: 96.03%
Year 1I: 94.44%
Reception K: 94.33%
Year 2N: 93.48%
Year 6: 92.8%
Year 5: 92.36%

16th Dec: Y2 Reading workshop for
parents - 9am
18th Dec: Children’s Christmas Lunch
19th Dec: 9am: Key Stage 2 Christmas
sing-a-long - all Y3 - Y6 parents/carers
welcome!
19th Dec: 3.30pm: Finish for the
Christmas break
20th Dec - 3rd Jan (inc)
Christmas break
6th Jan: INSET Day
(school closed to children)
7th Jan: Children back to school
(Reception - Y6).
Nursery closed for Home Visits
8th Jan: Nursery children back
10th Jan: Open Morning for prospective
Reception 2020 parents

Punctuality:
It is incredibly important for children to be here every day and on time.
As we have said above, there are 14 weeks of school holidays every year
and we do not authorise holidays during term time. We ring the bell at
9.00am every day. Families arriving after that point are late and need to
go into school via the main ofQice. Sadly, we have had a number of
parents express disappointment because of this basic expectation. Most
parents do understand there has to be a ‘cut-off’ for lateness and we
would appreciate this understanding extending to all families.

Parents

All parents and carers need to know they can always ask us questions or pass on concerns, worries, etc. For
your children to thrive it is important school and home work together in partnership. However, any such
feedback must be passed on politely and respectfully.
We should not - and will not - tolerate parents being rude or aggressive to staff.

Anti-idling

The children have been learning about the importance of engines being switched off when
parked so that the amount of pollution being put out by vehicles is reduced. We would ask all
parents to avoid driving to and from school if possible (there are excellent public
transport links for this school). If driving is unavoidable then please do not leave your
engine running. This is very unpleasant for children and families walking past your car.

Safeguarding

Safeguard - to protect from harm or damage with an appropriate measure
With the short winter days and long evenings upon us, we are taking the opportunity to
remind children to be safe and be seen when they are making their way to and from school.
Please do remind your child to cross at a crossing where possible, for example if crossing
Lewisham Way, and to be aware of trafQic when crossing smaller roads. There are reQlective
stripes on the school book bags so do encourage your child to carry their own bag as this
helps them be seen and stay safe (as well as encouraging independence!) Thanks for your ongoing support.
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Our current value

We are currently looking at the value of Responsibility.

News from Nursery and Reception

The festive feeling continues in EYFS; both Reception and Nursery have been busy making decorations for
our classroom and class trees and creating their own wrapping paper.
Reception performed their Winter Show to parents last week and did such an
amazing job! We are very proud of how brave they were standing up on the
stage and singing so loudly. We've had a new addition to our playground this
week; a small climbing frame. The children handled the new risks very well,
even forming a queue independently to ensure there were a safe number of
children on at one time. Great work EYFS!
We have a small plea for socks and trousers as our spares stock is running a
little low. Any would be greatly appreciated. Many thanks!
Ruth Keeble

News from Key
Stage 1

News from Key Stage 2

Thank you to all
those who have
come to the reading
workshops so far
and those coming
this week. The
slides and
information will be on
the year group pages soon so please do check the blog
for this. Thank you for all your support at home with
reading - it makes a huge difference and the children
love to share their reading records with us each week.
With the two weeks off, we will be sending home 3-4
banded books and 1-2 free choice books so please do
keep up the 10minutes of daily reading (recording 3
times a week) and bring these back in January.
Finally, a huge congratulations to Y2 for their incredible
Christmas performance- we are all very proud of
them. Wishing you all a wonderful break and happy
new year.
Emma Dodsworth

Children in KS2 have been
working incredibly hard to bring
their second topics of the year to
a close. Y3 enjoyed a special
geography workshop which used
drama to get the children
thinking about pollution and
sustainability. Y4 have been
wrapping up their Romans topic by making and
decorating their own centurion shields. These will be
used next week to investigate the infamous ‘tortoise
formation’ used by Roman soldiers. Y5 have been
continuing their learning about the Benin Kingdom and
are working on their end of topic essays, which will
consider whether the art of the Benin Empire was its
greatest achievement. Y6 have been Qinishing their
work on the Industrial Revolution as well as
developing their understanding of fractions in maths.
All the classes will be enjoying a delicious Christmas
lunch this Wednesday, as well as our annual KS2
singalong on Thursday - please do join us!
Leo Wallace

Sports News

It has been a great term for PE &Sport with children in KS1 Qinishing up their dance unit and KS2 Qinishing off their
basketball units. This term we took part in hockey, athletics and football competitions. Year 4 had a great day at the
maths Qit festival workshop last week at Prendergast Ladywell school and explored ways of incorporating maths
with physical activity!
Upcoming Events:
Sports-hall athletics years 5&6 - January 2020
Basketball year 3&4- January 2020
Basketball years 5&6 February 2020
Year 4 Saturday league Qixture @Blackheath January 11th (Times to be conQirmed)
Year 5/6 Saturday league Qixture @Blackheath 18th January (Times to be conQirmed)
Rachel Azra

Inclusion News

It has been a very busy half term and in the Qinal weeks of term the
inclusion team are busy making the necessary referrals needed to support
those children who we are identifying have particular needs that need
investigating. Nearing the end of the Autumn term, class teachers will be reviewing and assessing children's
progress which will lead to conversations about those children who require additional support if they have not been
identiQied already. Our assessment systems enable us to review and amend where appropriate the provision we give
every child so we can help children to reach their potential. I wish you all a happy and very safe holiday full of fun
and family time and I urge parents and carers to include reading as part of their holiday routines.
David Fielding

