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Dates for the diary

15th Oct: Parent-Teacher Meetings:
3.50pm - 6pm
17th Oct: Y5/6 Hockey competition
and Parent-Teacher Meetings: 3.50pm 7.30pm
21st - 25th Oct (inc)
Half term break
31st Oct: Y3/4 Athletics competition
12th Nov: Y5 and Y6 Shakespeare
workshops (in day) and Shakespeare
performances at The Albany - 7pm
14th Nov: Y5/6 Athletics competition
3rd Dec: Reception visit to The Albany
4th Dec: PM: Reception Winter
Production
Saturday 7th December:
PTA Winter Fair
10th Dec: PM: Year 2 Christmas
Production
13th Dec: Christmas Jumper Day
18th Dec: Children’s Christmas Lunch
19th Dec: 9am: Key Stage 2 Christmas
sing-a-long and last day of Autumn
term
20th Dec - 3rd Jan (inc)
Christmas break
6th Jan: INSET Day
(school closed to children)
7th Jan: Children back to school

14th October 2019

Attendance

Our attendance percentage (excluding nursery) for the last two weeks
took a little dip and was 95.79%. Let’s try and keep up our attendance as
we move towards the half term break. Thanks for your support.
The latest class attendance Xigures are:
Year 1I: 99.64%
Year 4: 97.4%
Year 5: 97.2%
Year 1E: 97.14%
Year 2A: 96.95%
Year 2N: 95.22%
Year 6: 94.65%
Reception K: 93.98%
Year 3: 92.98%
Reception R: 92.8%

Term time holidays

We are aware that some families are taking term time holidays which
has an effect on our attendance and also can seriously disrupt a child’s
learning. Please do book any holidays within the designated school
holiday breaks - there are over 13 weeks per year! On that note, just a
reminder that next May there is a long
weekend (for children and parents) as we
have an INSET/Polling day before the May
Day Bank Holiday, therefore school is closed
from Thursday 7th - Sunday 10th May (inc)
so perfect for a mini break should you want
to book one!
Thanks for your support and understanding.

PTA AGM thanks for coming!
Thanks to the parents and carers
who came to the PTA AGM on
Friday. We are delighted to
welcome some new faces on to this year’s committee and also
grateful that some existing members are staying on to help show the
ropes to our new volunteers The minutes of the AGM will be sent out
by parentmail later this week.
Thanks to everyone for volunteering, we look forward to working
together to plan some fun events this year.

Safeguarding

Safeguard - to protect from harm or damage
with an appropriate measure
The teachers have been noticing lots of untied
shoelaces recently which can cause trips and falls if
not addressed! Please do support your child to
learn to tie their own shoelaces so they can keep themselves safe. If they
can’t yet tie their shoelaces independently, then they should be wearing
velcro shoes until they can conXidently support themselves.
Thanks for your support in keeping your children safe.

14th October 2019

Our current value

We are currently looking at the value of Perseverance.

News from Nursery and Reception

We've had a busy couple of weeks in EYFS, the children are now feeling very
settled and are creating some wonderful, imaginative things. We've had delivery
ofXices, superhero dens, picnic parties and much more. We have now started the
children's focus weeks, you'll be given a sheet to Xill out on a Friday if it's your
child's focus week the following week. Please upload pictures to Tapestry with
what you are up to at home as we love to share these in school and it helps us
know your child even better.
As lots of us are enjoying the water area and mud kitchen can you please remember
to bring in a bag of spare clothes and welly boots for your child, if you haven't
already. Many thanks.
Ruth Keeble

News from
Key Stage 2

News from Key Stage 1

Y1 have been exploring addition through partitioning
numbers within 10 and writing number sentences to
match. They’re beginning to learn these number bonds
(number pairs) by heart. There are useful songs for all the
number bonds within 10, for example: https://
m.youtube.com/watch?v=lD9tjBUiXs0 and a great free
number bond game: https://www.topmarks.co.uk/mathsgames/hit-the-button Y2 have been researching and
learning more about different habitats and the animals that
live there. They’ve made habitat boxes and written some
brilliant descriptions. They have also created some
beautiful animal pictures using watercolours.
Lastly, thank you to all those
who have donated resources any other sunglasses, purses/
wallets are still welcome along
with clean junk (toilet rolls,
yoghurt pots, bottle tops,
cardboard boxes etc.).
Thank you!
Emma Dodsworth

With half term
rapidly approaching,
the children in Key
Stage 2 can look
back and feel very
proud of the way
they have settled in to their new classes. It was a
lovely Celebration Assembly on Friday with such a
huge variety of work and progress being celebrated,
from maths to history. It’s certainly an exciting time
to be in Year 3 as the children visited a real chocolate
factory two weeks ago to support their learning
about Fair Trade and the production of cacao. Year 4
have been continuing their work on extreme
weather using their class novel The Explorers to
inspire their writing. Years 5 and 6 have begun their
preparations for the Shakespeare Schools Festival in
earnest, with parts going out at the weekend ready
to start learning off by heart for the big night!
Leo Wallace

Sports News

Last week children from KS2 enjoyed specialist basketball coaching sessions from London Thunder club, this will
continue over several weeks, encouraging children to develop their basketball
skills over the next half term. This week selected children from years 5&6 will
represent the school in the annual Hockey tournament hosted at Sydenham
High. In PE lessons children have been practicing their hockey skills within KS2
developing their control and passing/defending. In key stage one children have
been developing their gymnastics skills and control of movement.
PE KITS: Children will need to bring suitable clothing on a Monday for PE lessons
(t-shirt, shorts, joggers, jumper) this kit should be taken home on a Friday and
brought back in at the beginning of the week on Monday.
Rachel Azra

Inclusion News

It has been an important last week for key stage 2 before they do their
Xirst assessments in the Xinal week of this half term. Teachers have
worked hard this term across the school to ensure children get off to a
good start for the new academic year ahead. This term I met with our new
SEND advisor to talk through our Inclusion and SEND systems and she was very happy with how we are identifying
needs, mapping provision and delivering intervention to help all children succeed at Ashmead.
As always, if you’d like to speak to me about an inclusion related issue, do see me in the playground before or after
school or email: dXielding@ashmead.lewisham.sch.uk
David Fielding

Healthy Lunches
As many of you know, all children in Reception, Y1 and Y2 are
entitled to a free, healthy and nutritious school lunch. Children
have the option of a meat or vegetarian meal or a baked potato.
Salad is always available too. Lots of our staff enjoy a school lunch
with the children, they are very good!
If you provide your child with a packed lunch from home we ask
that you please adhere to healthy guidelines.
We recommend that your child’s lunchbox includes food from
the following four food groups:
Starchy food like bread, potatoes, rice and pasta these
foods provide carbohydrate to give your child energy for
the afternoon.
Fruit and vegetables – these foods provide vitamins and minerals to help protect against illness.
Meat, Xish, eggs, beans and other non-dairy sources of protein – these foods provide protein, iron and zinc
to help your child grow.
Milk and dairy foods – these foods are a good source of calcium, for strong bones and teeth.
Try to limit food or drinks that are high in saturated fat, sugar or salt, so no chocolate or sweets,
limit sweet treats like cereal bars that are high in sugar and try to avoid salty snacks like crisps!

Ashmead Social Media Principles
Why has Ashmead agreed some social media principles?
These principles will help everyone at Ashmead to understand how the school expects children, staff,
volunteers and parents to behave online.
It’s not always possible to predict how social media will develop.
So instead of coming up with a long policy trying to cover
everything - we have chosen to agree some principles to guide us.
We want these principles to achieve three things:
• Keep our children safe
• Retain a respectful community
• Protect Ashmead’s information and reputation
What do we mean by social media?
We mean anywhere online you can comment, like or share with your personal networks as well as with the
wider world; this includes WhatsApp, Facebook, Twitter and all other social media platforms.
What will happen if these principles are breached?
Ashmead’s Headteacher makes the Xinal decision on whether online activity goes against our social media
principles.
You may be asked to delete your post, or correct inaccuracies.
In the case of staff and governors who post something inappropriate, offensive or illegal online, you may
face disciplinary action under your code of conduct.
If a post causes a safeguarding concern, it may trigger Ashmead’s safeguarding policy. In serious cases we will
immediately report the post to the police and/or other professional bodies.
If you have any comments or questions about our social media principles, please contact the Headteacher.

Ashmead Primary School Social Media Principles
These are our Social Media Principles, they are for the whole school community at Ashmead, children,
staff, parents and volunteers.
#1 Stay Safe
• Your identity and privacy are precious
• Be careful about the information you share about yourself, and others
• Small details shared over a long time can add up to someone knowing a lot about you – your name,
your friends, where you live and go to school, your birthday, your hobbies
• Think about whether the information you are sharing is really yours to share
• Connect with care, especially when the person wanting to join your network is a stranger
• Look after your feelings - if using social media makes you, or your friends, feel sad or angry, talk to
an adult
• If we see an unsafe post, we might take action to make sure you are looked after. This could include
talking to the police
#2 Be Thoughtful
• How would you feel if this was written about you, or your child?
• Pause before you post
• If in doubt, leave it out
#3 Share with Care
• Is this appropriate for everyone who might see it?
• Do you know if it’s true?
• Is it your image, or content, to share?
#4 Be Proud to Post
• Would you be ok with everyone seeing your comments?
• Remember no social media is private, screen shots can be shared
• Your social media footprint will last forever, would your future self want to read this?
• Be aware there are laws about you can and can’t say about people
#5 Speak for Yourself
• Don’t repeat gossip
• Could your comments be taken out of context?
• Remember if you work or volunteer for Ashmead, your opinions might be confused with the
school’s ofXicial view, or even damage Ashmead’s reputation
• If you hold a role at Ashmead (as a staff member, governor, PTA member or volunteer), always
identify yourself if commenting about the school
• ‘OfXicial’ Ashmead comment should always be pre-agreed with the Headteacher
#6 Say it to face-to-face, not an online space
• If you have a concern or complaint, raise this with a person
who can do something about it
• It’s always better to resolve issues by talking
• If the complaint or concern is serious, you can follow
Ashmead’s complaints policy (on Ashmead website) – or you
can talk to our Chair of Governors

