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Dates for the diary

13th Jan: Y5/6 Sportshall athletics
competition
16th Jan: Y3/4 basketball competition
23rd Jan: Y5/6 football competition
30th Jan: Y4 trip to Deptford Discovery
Centre
3rd - 7th Feb: Art Week
4th Feb: Y3/4 Hockey competition
6th Feb: Y5/6 hockey competition
7th Feb: Parent Gym taster session from
9am
10th - 14th Feb: E-Safety Week
12th Feb: Y1 trip to The Albany
13th Feb: Y5/6 girls football competition
14th Feb: Parent Gym sessions start
17th - 21st February (inc)
Half term break
24th - 28th Feb: Y6 residential trip
2nd - 6th March: Book Week
5th March: Performance Poet Zohab Zee
Khan visiting school
6th March: Book character dressing Up
Day!
12th March: Parent-Teacher meetings
3.50pm - 7.30pm
17th March: Parent-Teacher meetings
3.50pm - 6pm
6th - 17th April (inc)
Easter break

20th April: Children back to school
29th April: Y2 trip to Tower Hill
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Attendance
Our attendance Wigures have taken a real hit around the Christmas break with
quite a few unauthorised holidays. Our school attendance (excluding Nursery)
was unfortunately just 92.79% (excluding nursery) for the week before
Christmas and last week. We are looking forward to seeing this Wigure rise
signiWicantly over the next few weeks. Please support us with this endeavour.
The latest class attendance Wigures are:
Year 3: 96.12%
Year 1E: 95.31%
Year 4: 95%
Reception R: 94.88%
Year 2N: 94.02%
Year 5: 94.01%
Year 6: 91.7%
Reception K: 90.4%
Year 2A: 89.29%
Year 1I: 87.26%

Welcome back to Ashmead from the Governing Board!
I hope that you had a good Christmas break - 2020 is an exciting year for us. It
will see the completion and opening of our ambitious new build, which went
up in December. This Wirmly puts Ashmead on the map - making us more visible
in the community and providing excellent educational facilities for our
children. We are eager to see the building get Witted out in the coming months!
However, we know that it is relationships, not buildings, which foster
that spark, inspire discovery and shape people. This year Ashmead are also
taking a detailed review of the curriculum, to ensure that it stretches all of our
children, is relevant for the world they will face and continues to develop all
aspects of their character. Governors are working hard to support and
challenge the school in this work and in all the work the school does to make
every day a great experience for the children. As governors we are always
pleased to hear examples of the great curriculum Ashmead has to offer, e.g.
both Year Five and Year Six performing Macbeth and Romeo and Juliet at the
Albany Theatre as part of the Shakespeare Schools Festival. Other exciting
work includes the ongoing OPAL project, the many trips that Ashmead is so
well known for and the REACH history materials which Key Stage Two have
been trialling. We also heard that the school was lucky enough to be loaned
some historical artefacts by the Historical Society which led to lots of excited
learning about magical creatures called Broggans.
We are very lucky that Ashmead has such a strong and supportive
community of children, parents, staff and volunteers. Thank you all for the
work that you do to help each other thrive and enjoy being a part of our school!
Dean Johnstone, Chair of Governors

Safeguarding
Safeguard - to protect from harm or damage with an
appropriate measure
As you know, we are always assessing and updating our
safeguarding procedures to ensure that children and adults
in school are protected from harm. One of the ways we do this is limiting the
number of unsupervised adults entering the school, particularly at the
beginning and end of the school day. Please continue to support this aim by not
entering the school via the playground doors (e.g. into the corridor or through
the classrooms) to use the toilet, collect lunch boxes or getting to the ofWice.
Thanks for your ongoing support.
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Our current value

We are currently looking at the value of Hope.

News from Nursery and Reception

Welcome back and Happy New Year! We hope you had a wonderful Christmas break - it is
lovely to see all the children again. We have had a fantastic Wirst week of the year, the children
have settled back into the setting and have been really immersed in their learning. Reception
had the pleasure of taking part in a drama workshop this week; they did a great job of helping
Mr Phileas Fogg with his journey to Australia!
A couple of reminders for the new year: The children should ideally be in velcro shoes, or shoes
they can take off and put on themselves, to support independence when changing and have a
spare set of clothes on their peg, especially with the wet weather. Thank you.
Ruth Keeble

News from Key Stage 1

Welcome back from KS1. We've got an
exciting and busy half term... new topics and
an Art week towards the end of the
term! Y1's new topic is 'Spaces and Places'
with a Geography, Science and DT
focus. Y2's topic is 'Explorers', in particular
polar expeditions, and a History and
Geography focus. Please refer to
Knowledge Organisers and Curriculum
Overview
Maps for more
details of the
topics and key
information,
such as P.E
days.
Emma
Dodsworth

News from Key Stage 2

Happy New Year from all of us
in KS2. We hope you had a
wonderful Christmas break; it’s
been so lovely to see all of the
children back at school this
week. In Y3, the children are
now focused on their new
geography unit, which will
cover mountains, volcanoes and
earthquakes. They have also
been looking at the theme of landscape more broadly using the
book ‘The Tin Forest.’ Meanwhile, Y4 have begun learning about
rivers with the help of the beautifully illustrated book ‘A River’ by
Marc Martin. In Y5 we have been learning about Islam and some of
its most important customs. As well as getting to know their new
teacher, Y6 are excited to be starting a unit on the struggle for civil
rights in America - a fascinating topic with lots of opportunities for
rich discussion.
Leo Wallace

Sports News

It has been a great start to the year for PE and Sport at Ashmead. Children have started
their second unit of Gymnastics exploring extension, tension and control within a range
of body movements. Children in KS2 have also been participating in extra sessions of
basketball at the basketball courts at Broadway Fields, Deptford.
Saturday football league: Our Y3/4 Saturday league team are currently placed 3rd in the
league out of 15 schools. They played this Saturday and have two more Wixtures this half
term. Our Y5/6 team have a Wixture next weekend and another a fortnight after that. Good luck!
See the ‘Dates for the Diary’ section for competition dates for this half term.

Rachel Azra

Messages from the of]ice

Census day is this Thursday which is an important day for us in regards to funding. We look forward to seeing all
children in school on that day. We will be having a special ‘Kids Favourites’ school dinner, which Y6 have designed,
see the ofWice to pay for a school dinner if your child usually has a packed lunch!
Spare clothes: We would really appreciate any unwanted good quality clothes you have that we could use as spare
clothes for those that need them - sizes for older children would be particularly useful - thank you.
Paying via Parentmail: This really helps the school to become as cashless as possible, saving on administrative
time and is therefore Winancially better for the school. If any parents or carers would like help to set up their
accounts then just come to the ofWice where we’d be happy to assist you! Thanks.

Inclusion News

With the new year beginning and children already Winished their Wirst term
of learning, teachers have been taking stock of the progress of their
children. In the Wirst weeks of this term, teachers are busy identifying
those who need additional support to achieve their age and ability related expectations with the support of the
Inclusion team. If you have anything inclusion related you would like to discuss, as always you can reach me at
d;ielding@ashmead.lewisham.sch.uk or alternatively catch me in the playground.
David Fielding

