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How is the world around us 
changing? 

Key Experience: Freshwater 
Theatre Company: Volcanoes and 

Earthquakes drama workshop. 
   

Key Dates to learn :  Examples o f  Natura l  Disas ters  Key Vocabulary :  

1 .  1815 - the biggest volcanic eruption in human history occurred on the 
Indonesian island of Sumbawa. There were between six months and three 
years of steaming and small eruptions after the initial explosion. 

2 .  Ju ly 9 th 1958 -  the world’s largest recorded tsunami occurred in 
Lituya Bay, Alaska. The wave reached a height of 524 metres. That’s the 
same as 120 double decker buses stacked on top of each other! 

3 .  1931 - Britain’s largest earthquake was recorded at a magnitude of 6.1. 
The earthquake occurred in the North Sea, 60 miles off shore. 

4 .  May 22nd 1960 - the world’s largest earthquake is recorded at 9.5 in 
Valdivia in Southern Chile. 

5 .  December 26 th 2004 – a series of large (30 metre) tsunamis were 
created by an earthquake in the Indian Ocean which affected countries in 
South East Asia. 

5. May 31 st 2013 - at 2.6 miles wide, a tornado in Oklahoma, USA 
became the widest tornado on record. That’s over twice the distance 
between school and Glass Mill. 

Earthquake – a sudden violent shaking of the 
ground, typically causing great destruction, as a result 
of movements within the earth's crust or volcanic 
action. 

Tsunami - a large wave on the ocean, usually 
caused by an undersea earthquake, a volcanic 
eruption, or coastal landslide. 

Volcano - a cone-shaped mountain or hill created by 
molten material that rises from the interior of the 
Earth to the surface. 

Tornado - a strong, dangerous wind that forms itself 
into an upside-down spinning cone and is able to 
destroy buildings as it moves across the ground. 

Hurr icane -  a storm with a violent wind, in 
particular a tropical cyclone in the Caribbean. 

Tectonic p late -  the Earth's crust and upper part 
of the mantle are broken into large pieces called 
tec tonic p lates . These are constantly moving at a 
few centimetres each year. 

compress ion : the act of applying force  

af tershock : a tremor following the main 
tremor of an earthquake  

ep icenter : a point on the Earth’s 
surface, directly above an earthquake  

fau l t : fracture along blocks of the crust 
of the Earth  

geology: science of the history of the 
earth as recorded in rocks  

magni tude : the relative size or extent  

Richter  sca le : the scale on which 
earthquakes are measured  

se i smic : relating to vibrations on the 
earth and its crust  


