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19th September 2019

Attendance

Dates for the diary

For a list of dates for the year, please
see the last page of this week’s
newsletter.
Don’t forget to add them to
your diaries!
We will also put reminders about
upcoming dates in this section each
fortnight.

We have now had our -irst full week back at school so here are the
attendance -igures since the start of school. Whole school attendance
(excluding EYFS who are still settling in) = 96.43%
The class attendance -igures since the start of term are:
Year 1E: 98.28%
Year 2N: 98.1%
Year 3: 97.77%
Year 1I: 97.54%
Year 4: 97.29%
Year 6: 96.99%
Year 2A: 93.35%
Year 5: 92.19%

Welcome to our new staff!

We are really pleased to welcome our fantastic new staff to Ashmead and it is great to see how well they have settled
in already. If you haven’t met them yet, do join with us to give them a warm Ashmead welcome. Here are a few of
their -irst thoughts about coming to Ashmead!
Zoe Ayling has joined the of-ice staff as our new Of-ice Manager: “I am excited to join the Ashmead administration
team and becoming a part of your lovely school. I look forward to meeting you all.”
Kirsty Calloway is the new teacher in Reception “It’s been an exciting few weeks for me, having just got married at
the same time as starting at a new school and I would just like to thank all the staff, children and families of Ashmead
for making me feel so welcome. I think it’s clear to all that are involved with Ashmead that it’s a pretty special
community to be a part of; I feel very lucky to have found a place within it and I can’t wait for the year ahead.”
Henry Everitt is the new Y4 class teacher: "I have felt really welcomed by the staff, students and parents at Ashmead.
I’m delighted to be at a school that combines all the things I have loved about the previous schools I have worked in."
Isy Malik is teaching in Y1: “I have really enjoyed my Cirst two weeks at Ashmead and would like to thank everyone for
being so welcoming! I have found Ashmead to be a very calm and supportive place to be and feel very lucky to be here.”
Donna Malumbe is working in Y3: “I chose to come to Ashmead as I was looking for a smaller school with a
community feel ; so far it has been a lovely experience getting to know the class and, with the support of a fantastic
teaching assistant, I am grateful to be here.”
Sophie Martin has returned to Ashmead to teach in the Nursery: “It is so wonderful to be back at Ashmead! I have
really missed all of the lovely Ashmead families and it really feels like I've come back home!”

Safeguarding

Safeguard - to protect from harm or damage with an appropriate measure
The beginning of a new school year is always a good time to remind everyone of
expectations around children wearing jewellery.
We encourage the children to be active both inside and out and
jewellery (necklaces, bracelets, bangles, dangly or hooped
earrings) can become caught and cause accidents and so should not be worn to school. If
your child has their ears pierced, they should wear small studs and not hoops. A watch can be
worn. Necklaces and bracelets are not appropriate for wearing in school time.
Thank you for your cooperation in keeping your children safe at school.
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Our current value
We are currently looking at the value of Respect.

News from EYFS (Nursery and Reception)

We’ve had a fantastic start to the term in EYFS, the children in both Reception and Nursery are
settling well and are enjoying exploring their new environment. We've had some wonderful
music shows on our new stage and some delicious meals cooked in our mud kitchen! We’re
very excited to have all the children in this week and to continue settling into our class routines.
Please remember to bring in a photo of your family for our class display, these can be given to
your class teacher or emailed to me at rkeeble@ashmead.lewisham.sch.uk
Ruth Keeble

News from Key
Stage 1 (Y1 - Y2)

Welcome back!
We've been having a busy
-irst couple of weeks
settling into our new
classes and getting to
know our teachers in
phase 1. The children
have been eagerly
exploring their new
settings - Year 1 have
enjoyed having a morning
and afternoon break in the
big playground with Year 2 and Year 2 have also
enjoyed their -irst trip to kick start their habitat
topic 'Home Sweet Home'.
Please remember to bring in a named water
bottle every day and please remember that when
the bell rings the children need to be ready to start
the day. With this in mind, children need to be in
class or in the line before the bell rings. Classroom
doors (Year 1) are open from 8.55 and class adults
(Year 2) are in the playground from 8.55. Thanks for
your support with this, it really helps your children
to have a smooth transition at the start of the day.
Emma Dodsworth

News from Key
Stage 2 (Y3 - Y6)

A huge welcome back to all
of the children in KS2
following the summer
break. It’s been lovely to
see the children settling
into their new classes, the
children are getting stuck
into their exciting new
topics. Year 3 are learning about Fair Trade, thinking about
where our products come from, who makes them and our
role in the cycle of consumption. The children in Year 4
have begun their new topic on Extreme Weather and have
started reading the highly acclaimed novel ‘The Explorer’
written by Katherine Rundell to support their thinking. In
Year 5 we’ve begun our new term with the Vikings; were
they vicious raiders or peaceful settlers? And how did they
change Britain forever? Last but by no means least, our new
Year 6 class are exploring part of our new humanities
curriculum, with a project on geographic -ieldwork.
Please remember to look out for weekly spellings and help
your children prepare for their quiz next Friday.
Here’s wishing everyone a successful -irst term, if you have
any questions please don’t hesitate to get in touch with
your child’s class teacher.
Leo Wallace

Sports News

PE this term: This term in PE children in Key Stage 2 will be exploring Gymnastics and
Hockey, in Key Stage One children will be exploring Gymnastics and Throwing and
Catching skills.
Competitions: This half term selected children from Key Stage 2 (Y3 - Y6) will be
representing the school in the annual Lewisham Football and Hockey competitions.
Football: After the success of the Y4/Y5 Saturday league team last year we will have a
Y3/Y4 and Y5/Y6 football team this year that will represent us in the Saturday League
on Blackheath.
Clubs: Sport clubs this term are Dance, Multi-sports, Football and Gymnastics. Please
let the ofCice or me know if you would like to run a club or if you have any community
club links that we could utilise at Ashmead. Thanks!

Inclusion News

It’s been a busy start to the new year and the inclusion team and class
teachers have been busy setting up provision for children across the school
when it comes to special needs and pastoral care. We have started the year with an attendance of above 96% which
is promising. Thanks to all families who have ensured a smooth and consistent start to the year. Our aim is to
ensure our school attendance improves hugely this year. As usual if you have anything inclusion related to discuss
please contact me at d-ielding@ashmead.lewisham.sch.uk or alternatively as always you can -ind me in the
playground before or after school.
David Fielding
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Dates for the diary
Monday 23rd September 9am: Meet the Teacher Meetings: Year 2 (Aisling) and Year 2 (Nicole)
Tuesday 24th September 9am: Meet the Teacher Meetings: Y3 (Donna) and Y1 (Emma)
Wednesday 25th September 9am: Meet the Teacher Meetings: Year 6 (Lauren) and Year 5 (Leo)
Thursday 26th September 9am: Meet the Teacher Meetings: Y4 (Henry) and Year 1 (Isy)
Friday 27th September 9am: Meet the Teacher Meetings: Reception (Kirsty) and Reception (Ruth)
Wednesday 2nd October: Y1I trip to Museum of London
Thursday 3rd October: Y1E trip to Museum of London
Friday 4th October: Y3 trip to The Chocolate Museum
Friday 11th October - 9am: PTA AGM, all parents and carers are welcome.
Tuesday 15th October: Parent-Teacher meetings 3.50 - 6pm
Thursday 17th October: Parent-Teacher meetings 3.50 - 7.30pm
Monday 21st - Friday 25th October 2019 (inc): Half term break
Wednesday 4th December: Reception Winter Production
Tuesday 10th December: Y2 Christmas Production
Saturday 7th December: PTA Winter Fair
Friday 13th December: Christmas Jumper Day (in aid of Save the Children)
Wednesday 18th December: Children’s Christmas Lunch
Thursday 19th December: Last day of Autumn term
Friday 20th December 2019 - Friday 3rd January 2020 (inc): Christmas break
Monday 6th January: INSET day (school closed to children)
February: Y6 residential school journey (dates to be confirmed)
Monday 17th - Friday 21st February 2020 (inc): Half term break
Friday 6th March: Book character dressing up day
Thursday 12th March: Parent-Teacher meetings 3.50 - 7.30pm
Tuesday 17th March: Parent-Teacher meetings 3.50 - 6pm
Friday 3rd April: Last day of Spring term
Monday 6th - Friday 17th April 2020 (inc): Easter break
Thursday 7th May: INSET day - school being used as a Polling Station (school closed to children)
Friday 8th May: Spring Bank Holiday (school closed)
Friday 22nd May: INSET day (school closed to children)
Monday 25th - 29th May 2020 (inc): Half term break
Friday 19th June: KS1 and KS2 Summer Disco
Thursday 25th June: EYFS Sports Morning and KS1 Sports Afternoon
Friday 26th June: KS2 Sports Day
Thursday 2nd July: Parent-Teacher meetings 3.50 - 7.30pm
Tuesday 7th July: Parent-Teacher meetings 3.50 - 6pm
Tuesday 14th July 7pm: Y6 Production
Tuesday 21st July: Y6 Open Morning and Leaver’s Assembly (9am) and last day of term
Wednesday 22nd July - Tuesday 1st September 2020 (inc): Summer break

School Times

As we are getting organised for the year ahead, this is a good time to remind everyone about the importance of
your child having the best start possible to their day every day.
School starts at 9am so your child should be in their class line (or classroom if they are in a downstairs classroom)
BEFORE that time. If your child arrives after 9am, (even 1 minute past) they are LATE which can be distressing for
your child and also disruptive to their learning and that of the rest of the class! The school gates
open at 8.45 and it is great to see lots of families arriving at this time to ensure a smooth
transition into class for their child/children. Downstairs classrooms (Nursery, Reception and
Year 1) open their doors at 8.55am to help with a smooth transition to the school day.
If you have a child in Y5 or Y6 who comes to school by themselves please make sure they do not
arrive before the gates open at 8.45am as there is no one to supervise them.
Punctuality and organisation is an important gift to give your children so thank for your
ongoing support.

