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Dates for the diary

30th April: 9am - Y3 class assembly
9th May: Y3/4 Tennis tournament
9th May: Y4 theatre group (at school)
13th May: Y3 trip to British Museum
and Y1A trip to Greenwich Ecology
Park
14th May: Y1E trip to Greenwich
Ecology Park
21st May: Y6L Black History walk
round London
22nd May: Y6L Black History walk
round London
22nd May: 9 - 11am: Parent gym
starting (6 week course)
23rd May: School being used as a
Polling Station
(school closed to children)
24th May: INSET day
(school closed to children)
Half term break
27th - 31st May (inc)
3rd - 7th June: Book Week
4th June: Class photos
6th June: Y3 trip to Kew Gardens
7th June: Book character dressing up
day
10th - 14th June: Sports and Healthy
Eating week
19th June: Y1 trip to London Zoo

29th April 2019

Attendance

Welcome back to the Summer term. Unfortunately as often happens
before or after a school holiday, our overall attendance drops as parents
take children out on extended/unauthorised holidays. As always, we
would appreciate it if all family holidays are scheduled within the 14
weeks of school holidays per year. Thanks for your co-operation.
The latest class attendance Uigures are:
Year 6L: 98.03%
Year 3: 96.19%
Year 6J: 96.19%
Year 4: 96.16%
Reception R: 95.48%
Reception D: 95%
Year 2: 93.81%
Year 1E: 93.41%
Year 5: 92.86%
Year 1A: 91.3%

Before school

As you will have seen last week, we have
started our ‘Playground Bagels’ breakfast
scheme offering free bagels to any child that
would like one before school. These will be
available every day at the side gate.
The playground still opens at 8.45 and, as
always, we ask that parents stay with their
child/ren until the bell rings or the teacher
is with the class. Class teachers often have meetings before school and
are not always in the playground before school although there will
always be a member of staff on duty. Teachers (Y2 - Y6) aim to be in the
playground from 8.55am so that parents can pass on any urgent
messages for that day. We ask that parents please do not try to speak to
the teacher once the bell has gone as our priority then is, of course, the
children and getting them in to school safely and quickly.
We appreciate your understanding.

Safeguarding

Safeguard - to protect from harm or damage
with an appropriate measure
After a brief introduction to summer over the Easter
weekend we are anticipating that the weather will
warm up again soon and so we’d like to remind everyone about
appropriate summer clothes and footwear that will enable your
children to enjoy the sun and outdoor play whilst also staying safe.
Shoulders, backs and upper arms should be covered children’s skin is particularly vulnerable to burning so no
vests, spaghetti straps or strapless or sleeveless tops
please. Shoes need to have a back (not Ulip Ulops,
backless Crocs or Birkenstocks) so that children can run
and play safely without the hazard of tripping.
Children also need to bring a named water bottle to school
every day so they can keep hydrated throughout the day.
Please do not put water bottles in book bags as they often
leak over books and ruin them!
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Our current
value

We are currently
looking at the
value of Courage.

As you will see from the ‘Dates for the Diary’
section, we have recently been asked to be used as a
Polling Station for the upcoming EU elections on 23rd
May. Therefore the school will be closed to children
on this day.
News from Nursery and Reception

Welcome back everyone to Summer term 1! This term, although very short, is going to be a very exciting one! All
three classes in EYFS are going to be focusing on growth and change over time and to make this extra special we are
going to be looking after, and observing, our very own caterpillars! Each class are looking at stories and information
books with butterUlies and caterpillars and we are all very excited to see what kind of butterUly the caterpillars will
turn into. In Reception D the children have also shown an interest in camping and exploring and in Reception R the
children have started role-playing doctors. In Nursery they are looking at the story of Handa's surprise and are
learning about all different kinds of animals and fruits.
Danielle Sanniti

News from Y1, Y2 & Y3
Welcome back! Y2 have already been on a
trip to kick start their new topic - The Great
Fire of London - with a walk along the streets
the Uire spread to. Y3 have been rehearsing
for their class assembly next week on the
previous topic and Y1 have been learning the
song, ‘Jack and the Beanstalk’ off by heart,
linking with their new topic - Green Fingers.
Our new Knowledge Organisers are being
sent home this week so please do have a look
at the facts
your children
will be
learning this
half-term.
Emma
Dodsworth

News from Y4, Y5 & Y6

A huge welcome back to all of the
children in KS2 following the Easter
break. The Uinal term of the school year
is under way and the children have
already hit the ground running. The
children in Year 4 have begun their new
topic on Extreme Weather and have
started reading 'The Explorer' written
by Katherine Rundell to support their
thinking. In Year 5, the children are leaving the Victorians
behind and are now focusing on the topic of Water paying
particular attention to the ever concerning issue of global
warming. In Year 6, the children will continue to learn about
the Civil Rights Movement of the 1950s/ 1960s but have begun
reading the book 'Wonder' in order to encourage our thinking
about the importance of kindness and how we treat others.
As always the children will have weekly spelling quizzes but
please remember to read every single night as well as
accessing times tables rockstars to get those scores even
higher!
Andy McPartland

Sports News

PE this term: This term all the children will be learning Gymnastics and Games in their
PE sessions with Rachel. Next half term we will move on to Athletics and Dance. Year 4
are also having some specialist cricket coaching leading up to a Cricket Festival later in
the year.
We also have some other competitions coming up so watch this space for more Sports
News! If your child is interested in Gymnastics, don’t forget to apply for our Key Stage 2
after school club on Wednesdays!
Clubs: You should have received a parentmail about clubs for this term, there are paper copies of the club letter
in the ofUice. We are keeping the same clubs for this half term but some are open to new year groups so do please
check the letter to see if any would interest your child.
As always, please also let us know if you have any local links with sporting clubs or facilities that we
could use at Ashmead. Thank you.

Inclusion News

It’s the beginning of the Uinal full term this academic year and the
teaching team are busy reviewing the progress from last term and
planning the support and intervention required in order to help your
children reach their full potential. The teaching team are currently reviewing and editing their provision maps for
SEN children to ensure they have the correct support this term.
As always if you have anything inclusion related to discuss, please contact me at dUielding@ashmead.lewisham.sch.uk
or alternatively catch me in the playground.
David Fielding

