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Dates for the diary

20th March: Y3 Tate Photo Project
22nd March: Y5/6 swimming gala
3rd April: Y4 trip to Central London
Mosque
4th April: 9am - Y5 class assembly
4th April: PTA Easter event (after
school)
5th April: Y5 trip to The Ragged
Museum
Easter break
8th - 22nd April (inc)
23rd April: INSET day
(school closed to children)
26th April: Y2 on Great Fire of London
walk
30th April: 9am - Y3 class assembly
9th May: Y3/4 Tennis tournament
13th May: Y1A trip to Greenwich
Ecology Park
14th May: Y1E trip to Greenwich
Ecology Park
21st May: Y6L Black History walk
round London
22nd May: Y6L Black History walk
round London
23rd May: Y5/6 Tennis tournament
24th May: INSET day
(school closed to children)
Half term break
27th - 31st May (inc)

18th March 2019

Attendance

Attendance has improved a little again last week to 94.05% for children
in Reception to Y6, which is getting nearer to our school target of 96%.
Please support us with this ongoing focus, every day counts!
The latest class attendance Xigures are:
Year 5: 98.79%
Year 4: 97.23%
Year 6L: 95.69%
Year 6J: 95%
Year 1E: 95%
Year 3: 94.67%
Year 2: 93.67%
Reception R: 93.17%
Reception D: 90.33%
Year 1A: 86.96%

Driving to school

We have noticed that many parents are
still driving to school, even though we
have a CPZ (Controlled Parking Zone) in
Ashmead Road and even though the
majority of our families live very close to
the school. If you must drive to school,
please make sure that you park safely and
legally before bringing your child into
school.
1) Please do not park across the disabled/
buggy crossings, this makes it very
difXicult, if not impossible, for some
families to cross safely and easily and will
also result in a Xine if you are caught!
2) Please do not leave your car engine running as you drop your child
outside school. One of the main sources of air pollution emits from
stationary vehicles with their engines running and we have a real
chance to make this better on Ashmead Road.
As many of you will know, we are working on an air quality strategy for
Ashmead and an anti-idling campaign could form part of this. We will
be sharing our strategy in the next few weeks.
Thanks for your ongoing support.

Safeguarding update

Safeguard - to protect from harm or damage
with an appropriate measure
We have noticed that lots of our younger children
(and some of the older ones too!) often have
shoelaces undone and many are not sure how to
tie them independently. If your child wears shoes with shoelaces please
do teach them how to do them up or send them to school in easier
shoes, e.g. with velcro. We always try to remind children with untied
shoelaces to do them up so they don’t trip and hurt themselves.

Our current value
We are currently looking at the value of ConPidence.

News from Nursery and Reception

EYFS has been full of life the last few weeks and it seems Spring has
really sprung. Reception R have continued their interest in lifecycles
and by chance have acquired some frogspawn! They are all patiently
waiting for it to hatch and in the meantime have written frog bios and
made ‘frogspawn’ using bubble wrap. Reception D have suddenly
developed an interest in cafés and restaurants after Xinding some
brass teapots in the cupboard, the whole class was turned into a café
complete with barista, waiters and even a manager! Both classes
really enjoyed their trip to Mudchute farm – they especially liked the
new born lamb and goat, born that morning! We were very lucky.
Nursery have been learning the song of the Kookaburra and talking about their favourite stories. Ask them to sing
you their song or about their favourite books from school, they have so much to say! Thank you again to those
parents who have donated plants and bulbs to help us improve the garden area. We are still taking donations, big
or small, of established plants, bulbs, or gardening materials. Your support is always appreciated and welcomed.
Danielle Sanniti

News from Y1, Y2 & Y3

Y3 have been continuing their poetry writing with free
form, narrative poetry using their topic as a stimulus and
this week they are taking part in the Steve McQueen Tate
Year 3 project. Their class photo will be brought together
into a single large-scale installation, capturing tens of
thousands of Year 3 schoolchildren across London in a
milestone year in their development. Y2 have continued to
explore space trying astronaut food and having a Skype chat
with an astronomer from the Royal Observatory
Greenwich. Y1 have been busy making their own machine
sculptures and writing their own
version of ‘The Three Little Pigs’
with tricks and traps for the Big
Bad Wolf using their engineering
knowledge to inspire them. In
their child-initiated play, they
have been busy planting - thank
you Louise for the very generous
donation.
Emma Dodsworth

News from Y4, Y5
& Y6

It's been another excellent
fortnight in Key Stage 2 with
the children working as hard
as ever. The Year 4 children
have produced some
incredible newspaper reports
based on the events of
Charlotte's Web and really
enjoyed turning their classroom into a news room as
part of the process. In Year 5, the children have been
working with fractions and considering how we can
manipulate them in order to perform calculations.
The children in Year 6 have been working with
enormous enthusiasm for their new topic which
focuses on the Civil Rights Movement in the US in
the 1960s. If you see any Year 6 children in the
playground: ask them to teach you what they've
learned so far!
Andy McPartland

Sports News

In our lessons: this week in key stage 2 we continue to develop on our tennis skills focusing on
our forehand. In key stage 1 we have been concentrating on our dance skills and trying to
create movement to tell the story of Jack and the Beanstalk. Children in year 1 have also
recently learned a short choreographic routine and have been working hard at practising their
movement.
Competitions & Tournaments: this week selected children from years 5&6 will be
representing the school in the annual Saxon Crown Lewisham Primary Schools Gala.
A special mention: on Thursday 14th February 21 girls from years 5&6 competed in the
Lewisham Borough Football Tournament. Ashmead placed second overall out of the 44
teams that competed on the day. The girls worked amazingly well as a team and kept spirits high all day. Well
done to all involved and thank you to our parent volunteers for supporting us on the day.
Saturday League: our Saturday league team competed at Blackheath on Saturday braving the winds and winning
their Xirst game 4-0 and unluckily lost their second game 3-1 but the boys played extremely well until the very
end. A great start for our new goalie addition and also to the football members in years 4 and 5 who all had a
very solid performance. Well done!
Rachel Azra

Inclusion News

Over the past two weeks, the school have continued to work with our
speech and language therapist and occupational therapist to support
children with speciXic special educational needs. We have also been
working hard to improve punctuality and attendance across the school after a period of a lot of illness which has
greatly affected our attendance Xigures. Thank you to those of you who make great efforts to ensure your child
attends regularly and on time. It is much appreciated and has a positive impact on your child's learning day and
overall progress. As always if you have anything inclusion related to discuss, please contact me at
dXielding@ashmead.lewisham.sch.uk or alternatively catch me in the playground.
David Fielding

Term dates for 2019 - 20
Autumn term 2019
•

Monday 2 September to Friday 18 October (35 days)

•

Half term: Monday 21 October to Friday 25 October

•

Monday 28 October to Thursday 19 December (39 days)

Spring term 2020
•

Monday 6 January to Friday 14 February (30 days)

•

Half term: Monday 17 February to Friday 21 February

•

Monday 24 February to Friday 3 April (30 days)

Summer term 2020
•

Monday 20 April to Friday 22 May (24 days) (the early May bank holiday will
be taken on 4 May)

•

Half term: Monday 25 May to Friday 29 May

•

Monday 1 June to Tuesday 21 July (37 days)

Total: 195 (5 of these days will be taken as INSET days for staff training)
In 2019–20 children should attend school for 190 days (or 380 half sessions).

Ashmead INSET Days:
Monday 2nd September 2019
Tuesday 3rd September 2019
Monday 6th January 2020
Friday 22nd May 2020
One INSET day to be con@irmed (the school might be closed as a polling station at
some time in the year, if this is the case, we will allocate this as our last INSET day)

