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Dates for the diary

14th May: Y1E trip to Greenwich
Ecology Park
21st May: Y6L Black History walk
round London and Y5 Thames
Explorer trip
22nd May: Y6L Black History walk
round London
22nd May: 9 - 11am: Parent gym
starting (6 week course)
23rd and 24th May INSET days
(school closed to children)
Half term break
27th - 31st May (inc)
3rd - 7th June: Book Week
4th June: Class photos
5th June: Y1E class assembly - 9am
6th June: Y3 trip to Kew Gardens
7th June: Book character dressing up
day
10th - 14th June: Sports and Healthy
Eating week
19th June: Y1 trip to London Zoo
21st June: Y1/Y2 Sports afternoon at
HillyPields
28th June: Y3 - Y6 Sports Day at
Ladywell Arena
4th July: Y1A class assembly - 9am
5th July: EYFS Sports Morning and
Picnic @ HillyPields
5th July: Y1 - Y6 disco from 6pm
11th and 16th July: Parent-Teacher
meetings from 3.50pm

13th May 2019

Attendance

It’s good to see our attendance starting to rise again after the slow start
following the Easter break. The school attendance Pigures (excluding
nursery) for the last fortnight was 96.91%.
Thanks for your co-operation.
The latest class attendance Pigures are:
Year 6L: 99.43%
Year 1A: 98.79%
Reception D: 97.78%
Year 5: 97.33%
Year 6J: 97.22%
Year 3: 96.67%
Year 4: 96.38%
Year 2: 96.3%
Reception R: 95%
Year 1E: 94.23%

Parent Gym

Our popular Parent Gym sessions will be starting
again next week on Wednesday 22nd May, 9.00 11.00am in the small hall. Parent Gym is a series
of six workshops proven to increase parents’ skills
and conPidence and so improve the behaviour and
wellbeing of their children. We have been running
these sessions over the last four years, have a look at
some of these Parent Gym top
tips from a previous blog post: https://
ashmeadprimary.wordpress.com/
2015/10/15/parent-gym-top-tips/

Sports Days

School Sports Days this year will be as follows:
Friday 21st June (pm) - Year 1 and Year 2 @
HillyPields
Friday 28th June (all day) - Year 3 - Year 6
@ Ladywell Arena
Friday 5th June (am) - Reception and Nursery @
HillyPields

Safeguarding

Safeguard - to protect from harm or damage
with an appropriate measure
To ensure the children don’t have any additional
hazards that could hinder their play we often
remind children to tie shoelaces or make sure their
coats are either on or hung to the side and not left on the Ploor! We have
also noticed that some children are wearing jewellery which can be
dangerous whilst they are playing, particularly necklaces or hooped
earrings, that can be snagged and cause unnecessary injuries. If your
child has their ears pierced, they should wear small studs and not
hoops. Necklaces and bracelets are not appropriate for wearing in
school time. due to safety reasons.
Thank you for your cooperation in keeping your children safe at
school.
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Our current value

We are currently looking at the value of Courage.

News from Nursery and Reception

We hope you enjoyed the long weekend and with only a few more weeks left in this
term we’re well on our way to summer! Lots of amazing learning has been happening
over the past couple of weeks in EYFS and the rain has brought us some unexpected
discoveries. The children across EYFS have enjoyed catching rain in different pots
and pans explaining it sounded like popcorn! As well as this an interest in mini
beasts, especially butterPlies and caterpillars, is continuing to take over EYFS. The
slugs, snails, and woodlice have become especially interesting and many children are
spending long amounts of time simply observing these small creatures. Nursery have
thoroughly enjoyed painting and creating their own fruit baskets and fruit collages in
response to Handa’s Surprise and Reception D and R have produced some wonderful
writing this week in response to The Hungry Caterpillar story and The ButterPly Life
Cycle. Be sure to spot all of this lovely learning on our displays in class or in our
Learning Journey books, which you can look through any Friday morning during our
reading session. Finally, we especially enjoyed using the giant parachute this week!
It’s magical to watch it balloon up and down – so many smiling face and bright eyes.
A wonderful collaborative experience.
Danielle Sanniti

News from Y1, Y2 & Y3

Following on from the last newsletter, Y2 have received an
email from the GFoL trip guide commending them for their
brilliant behaviour and expert-level knowledge. Well done
Y2! They’ve been continuing their topic work, most recently
by beginning to build Tudor style houses, alongside
completing SATs assessments in small groups. Y1 are off to
Greenwich Ecology Park this week to support all their
learning on plants – see the knowledge organiser for some of
the plants we are learning to identify. If you have any spare
herbs, vegetable or fruit plugs
we’d love to have them because
we’ve developed an interest in
edible plants also. Y3 are
amazing us with their recall and
knowledge of Ancient Greece
and Greek Myths, which was
continued on today’s trip to The
British Museum.
Emma Dodsworth

News from
Y4, Y5 & Y6

As we head into
the Pinal two
weeks of the
half term, the
children in
Years 4 and 5 have been thoroughly enjoying
their topics of Extreme Weather and Water. Last
week the children in Year 4 had a special
workshop with the Freshwater Theatre
company to help them understand the physical
processes behind major geological events. The
children in Year 6 this week will also sit their
Key Stage 2 SATs papers: the children have
prepared thoroughly and with huge smiles on
their faces. We couldn't be prouder of them all!
Andy McPartland

Sports News

This week in PE children have been exploring their skills in cricket and developing
gymnastic apparatus and sequence skills.
This week children from Year 4 took part in the annual Lewisham borough tennis
competition. Ashmead came out top of their group and reached the semi Pinals, gaining
an overall 4th place out of the 15 Lewisham schools that competed, just missing out by a
few points on 3rd place! Well done to all involved. We look forward to hopefully
competing in the years 5&6 tennis competition next week.
Our Saturday league football squad are also competing for the Blackheath Cup and had
their Pirst matches this weekend!
Rachel Azra

Inclusion News

The school have been working together with the local authority to
improve children’s attendance across the school. It is essential that your
child arrives before 9am and attends every day that they are well enough
to do so. Important learning occurs from 9:00 onwards. We thank all families who ensure their children attend
school on time every day. It makes a huge difference long term to your child’s overall progress and sets good
routines for life. As always if you have anything inclusion related to discuss, please contact me at
dPielding@ashmead.lewisham.sch.uk or alternatively catch me in the playground.
David Fielding

