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Dates for the diary

14th Feb: Y5/6 Girls Football
Tournament
15th Feb: Y6L trip to Churchill War
Rooms
15th Feb: Parent workshop - e-safety
9am all parents welcome
Half term break
18th - 22nd February (inc)
26th Feb: Y2 trip to Greenwich
Observatory
27th Feb: Y2 and Y5 Fire Safety visit
28th Feb: Y5/6 Boys Football
Tournament
28th Feb: Parent-Teacher meetings
3.50 - 6pm
4th March: Knife and Packer author
event (and book signing after school)
5th March: Parent-Teacher meetings
3.50 - 7.30pm
6th March: Nursery trip to The Albany
12th March: Reception trip to
Mudchute Farm
20th March: Y3 Tate Photo Project
28th March: 9am - Y3 class assembly
3rd April: Y4 trip to Central London
Mosque
4th April: 9am - Y5 class assembly
5th April: Y5 trip to The Ragged
Museum
Easter break
8th - 22nd April (inc)
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Attendance

There have been a lot of winter illnesses around over the last couple of
weeks and our attendance Wigures have taken a huge drop to 91.86% for
children in Reception to Y6. We are looking forward to seeing everyone
back at school very soon! Just one week to go until half term.
The latest class attendance Wigures are:
Year 6L: 98.1%
Year 3: 96.5%
Year 1E: 93.85%
Year 1A: 93.75%
Year 2: 93.56%
Reception D: 90.83%
Year 5: 89.33%
Year 4: 88.75%
Year 6J: 88.17%
Reception R: 85.83%

Birthdays!

We know that celebrating your birthday when you’re a child is a big
deal and many children like to celebrate with their friends. However, it
can be very upsetting for children if they are not invited to particular
birthday celebrations, as it can leave them feeling very left out.
Therefore we ask that parents do not bring in invitations for birthday
celebrations for children (or staff) to give out in school, unless the
whole class is invited.
Still on the subject of birthdays, we of course love to acknowledge a
child’s birthday at school but unfortunately we cannot accept large
birthday cakes, candles or party bags to give out in
school. If your child would like to share a birthday
treat with the class then they might like to give out
individual (nut free) cakes or healthy treats at the
end of the day for the children to eat after school.
Please do not send in large cakes that require
cutting as we cannot do this in class.
Thanks for your understanding.

Safeguarding

Safeguard - to protect from harm or damage
with an appropriate measure
Anti-bullying focus: we understand bullying as
hurtful behaviour, repeated over a period of time,
where it is difWicult for those being bullied to defend
themselves. We believe that those who bully others are themselves
often experiencing difWiculties and they are not aware of this, this
sometimes being the reason why they take their anger and frustration
out on others.
We teach the children to always report bullying to an adult and we also
talk about bullying, its consequences and how to prevent it in our PSHE
sessions and circle times. Discriminatory language is also often
discussed in assemblies and anyone who hears it is encouraged to
report it. The most important message we say to the children is to
TELL. Please do encourage your child to talk to an adult at school if they
are worried about anything, particularly bullying.
Thanks for your ongoing support.
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Our current value
We are currently looking at the value of Empathy.

News from Nursery and Reception

In EYFS we’ve really enjoyed being part of the National Gallery’s Take One Picture Project. We’ve been looking at
and learning about George Bellow’s painting ‘Men of the Docks’ and each class
has created their own piece of work representing part of the painting. Nursery
focused on the buildings and background while Reception R and D focused on
the boats. Both reception classes have really enjoyed learning about a variety of
boats with the favourites being a tugboat and submarine! This painting has really
supported lots of creative work across EYFS this week and we can’t wait to show
you what we’ve been up to. Keep an eye out on Tapestry for some sneak peaks.
Danielle Sanniti

News from Y1, Y2 & Y3

This week we have all been totally immersed in George Bellow's
painting Men of the Docks for the Take One Picture project. Y1E
were inspired by learning about the workers in the painting
and looked at trade in the area at the time. The class used mod roc
to create their Winal product after creating pencil, pen and
watercolour drawings of Wish. Y1A studied the emotions, feelings
and expressions they had in response to the painting and made
some photo collages. The children in Y2 picked out some of their
favourite parts of the painting and explored these through different
mediums - paint chalk, charcoal and collage. Y3 have been looking
at cityscapes and skyscrapers. They
made their own skyline print using
foam and the results are amazing!
After half-term we will be starting Daily
Supported Reading in Y1 from
09.00-09.30. This will mean that every
day, every child will read with an adult.
With this in mind, please make sure
your child is in school on time and is in
class by 9.00am (before the bell goes!).
The Y1 doors are open from 08.55 to
make sure we are ready to begin
learning at 9am.
Emma Dodsworth

News
from Y4,
Y5 & Y6

It's been
another
amazing
few weeks
for us all
here in Key
Stage 2. All of the children now have access
to their own Times Table Rockstars
accounts and there really has been a buzz
around the playground about how fast the
children can complete their calculations. A
few have even begun challenging the
teaching staff!
All of the children have also been
participating in the National Gallery's Take
One Picture art project which this year is
based on an artwork by artist George
Bellows. All of the children's work will be
displayed at a special exhibition in the Wirst
week back after half term so please do
keep your eyes open for details.
Andy McPartland

Sports News

This week ten children from Years 3 & 4 attended the Lewisham Borough Football tournament at St Dunstan’s
Jubilee Grounds. Team Ashmead took part in a round robin competition
alongside thirty other teams from the borough. Within our division group we
took part in four games; winning two and gaining third place within our
group. Well done to all who took part. Throughout the day the children were
recognised by the Sport Leaders for their amazing skills and teamwork!
Next week children from Years 5 & 6 will take place in the Lewisham Girls
Football competition and have the chance to progress to the London Youth
Games.
A big thanks again to all of our parent volunteers who have supported our
sporting trips this year. We are currently still looking for volunteers for our
girls football trip on 14th February (9.15am-3.30pm) Please let the ofHice know
if you can support us with this competition.
Rachel Azra

Inclusion News

This week I met with our dedicated SEN advisor Beate Hellawell. This is
a new role in Lewisham appointed to ensure the quality assurance of
SEN processes in the borough. Beate was very impressed with our
provision mapping for SEN children and has asked for a copy to share our practice with other schools in Lewisham.
As always if you have anything inclusion related to discuss, please contact me at dWielding@ashmead.lewisham.sch.uk
or alternatively catch me in the playground.
David Fielding

