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Year 5 
Spring Term 

 

The  Vic t o r ian s  
How was Dept ford shaped by 

the Vic tor ian era? 
Key Exper ience :   
Trip to the Ragged School,  
Friday 5th April 2019 

 
Queen Vic tor ia 

Ruled the British Empire between 1837 and 
1901 

 
Char les Dickens 

Author of many novels including ‘Oliver 
Twist’ and social critic 

 
Doctor Barnardo 

Irish philanthropist and founder of homes for 
poor children 

 
Isambard Kingdom Brunel  

English mechanic and civil engineer 

What evidence of the 
Victorians can still be seen 

today? 

What was the effect of 
industrialism on the British 

landscape? 

What were Victorian 
inventors responsible for 

inventing? 

What reforms took place to 
help Victorian Britain’s 

poor? 

 
Why did workhouses exist? 

 

How did the coming of the 
railways change life in 

Britain? 
Census  
The procedure 
of gathering 
and recording 

information about a 
population. 

Steam power 
A heat engine 
that performs 
mechanical 

work using steam. 

Br i t i sh Ra j   
The British rule 
of India 
between 1858-

1947. 
 

Key Events  dur ing the Vic tor ian Era 

The Great St ink – Occurred in central London, July and August 1858.  The hot weather 
exacerbated the smell of untreated human waste and factory effluent. 
Populat ion explos ion – Between 1801 and 1911, Britain’s population quadrupled, going 
from 9 to 36 million. 
The arr iva l  o f  the ra i lways – The first locomotive train ran in 1804 and Stephenson’s 
Rocket in 1829. The railway allowed the Industrial Revolution to occur. 
Industr ia l  Revolut ion – The period during the 18th and 19th centuries during which many 
people moved from rural to more industrial and urban areas to work and live. 

Smog  
Smoke + Fog  
Severe air 
pollution. 

 

Dest i tu te 
Extremely 
poor and 
without the 

means to provide for 
oneself. 

Workhouse  
A place where 
those unable to 
support 

themselves were housed. 
 

READING 
Read every day and 
fill in your record 

SPELLINGS 
Spelling test every 

Friday 

TIMES TABLES 
Up to 12x12 off by 

heart 

PE 
Wednesdays and 

Fridays 

	


