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5th November 2018

Attendance

Dates for the diary

6th Nov: Reception D Phonics Parent
Cafe - 9am
8th Nov: Reception R Phonics Parent
Cafe - 9am
9th Nov: Y4 cake sale - 3.30pm
12th Nov: 9am: Y1E Parents’
Workshop - Phonics
13th Nov: 9am: Y1E Phonics Parent
Workshop - Phonics and Y6J
performing Macbeth at The Albany 7pm
14th Nov: Y6L performing Macbeth at
The Albany - 7pm
15th Nov: Parent-Teacher meetings
3.50 - 6pm
20th Nov: Y4 Anglo Saxon workshop
in school and Parent-Teacher meetings
3.50 - 7.30pm

There has been a slight drop in attendance as often seems to happen
before/after school holidays as parents take extra unauthorised
holidays. Our latest attendance for children from Reception to Y6 was
96.54%. We are all looking forward to seeing this Yigure rise again.
Thanks for your support - every day counts!
The latest class attendance Yigures are:
Year 3: 98.85%
Year 1E: 97.16%
Year 6J: 97.01%
Year 6L: 96.89%
Year 2: 96.67%
Year 1A: 96.28%
Reception D: 96.21%
Reception R: 96.11%
Year 5: 95.56%
Year 4: 94.71%

PTA Winter Fair

Preparation for the annual PTA Winter
Fair has started! You will be getting a
letter today to let you know what you can
do to help out to make this a fantastic
community event. Each class will either be collecting for a hamper or
preparing to run a stall so do see your child’s class PTA rep for more
details. The next planning meeting is on Friday 23rd November at 9am,
it would be great to see lots of you there! Thanks for your support!

INSET days

21st Nov: Y2 Parents’ Workshop Spelling

We have three remaining INSET days for the rest of this academic year.
These days are used for staff training and the school is closed to
children. The dates of our remaining INSET days are:

23rd Nov: 9am: PTA Winter Fair
planning meeting

Monday 7th January

28th Nov: Y1 trip to Unicorn Theatre

Tuesday 23rd April

6th Dec: Y3 trip to The Chocolate
Museum

Friday 24th May
Don’t forget to add them to your diaries!

Saturday 8th December: Winter Fair
11th Dec: 2.30pm: Y2 Christmas
Production
13th Dec: 9am: Y4 class assembly
18th Dec: 2.30pm: Reception Winter
Show
19th Dec: 9am: KS2 Sing-a-long

Safeguarding

Safeguard - to protect from harm or damage
with an appropriate measure
The cold, crisp days are upon us, so do please
make sure your child is appropriately dressed
for school. They will need a warm (named!) coat to wear outside
and shoes or trainers that will cope with running around on a
potentially wet or slippery playground. If wellington boots are worn,
please do send your child in with a pair of indoor shoes to change
into. Thanks!
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Our current value
We are currently looking at the value of Kindness

News from Nursery and Reception

It has been a busy Yirst week back after our Yirst half term and what an amazing one it has been! I want to
take a moment to congratulate and thank all children and families for their enthusiasm and continued
support. Here we go term 2! Last week in EYFS all classes were interested in spooky stories and dressing
up, many chose to act out their own horrible tales with creepy voices included! This week many are
talking about the Yireworks they have seen. We all discussed how to keep safe with Yireworks and we
encourage you to reinforce our 'Firework Rules': 1) Never touch Yireworks you Yind on the Yloor, 2) Don't
stand too close to Yireworks, 3) Hold sparklers away from you and drop them in a bucket of water when
they are Yinished. Please also remember to upload photos of your child's weekend when it is their focus
week. These photos are a key part to their learning.
Danielle Sanniti

News from Y1, Y2 and Y3
It's hard to believe we've only been back a week
with so much fantastic learning going on in phase
1! Y1 have started their new topic by focusing on
science. They have been thinking about what they
already know about seasons, learning the months of
the year and exploring what autumn is like. Y2
started their topic, 'Festivals and Celebrations' by
learning about Hinduism and the festival of Diwali.
They've made some beautiful Diya lamps. This
week they are thinking about BonYire Night and the
gunpowder plot. In year 3 we have started learning
on our new topic of Fairtrade. They have been
thinking about where Fairtrade goods are produced
and locating these countries on maps and globes. In
literacy they’ve started their class text of ‘Charlie
and the Chocolate Factory’ and have been writing
diary entries inspired by the book. They’ve also
started philosophy lessons on Tuesday afternoons.
Emma Dodsworth

News from Y4, Y5 and Y6
It has been a fabulous start to the second half term of
the year in Key Stage 2. Year 4 have switched their
learning focus from the Romans to the Anglo-Saxons
and will continue to consider how life in modern
Britain was shaped by these early settlers. Look out
for the Year 4 cake sale which will take place this
Friday after school. The children in Year 5 have been
working incredibly hard too and have begun learning
about India. The children have begun to read
'Running on the Roof of the World' and it has been
lovely to share these sessions with them. The
children in Year 6 enjoyed their school journey
assembly last week: a big thank you to all of the
parents who attended. The children are now
preparing for their version of Macbeth in the
Shakespeare Schools Festival which is being held on
both November 13th and 14th at the Albany Theatre
in Deptford. We can't wait for you all to see it!
Andy McPartland

Sports News
It has been an exciting term for P.E. so far. Last half-term children
in P.E. explored movement in Gymnastics and Hockey and took
part in their Yirst annual tournament, placing third in their group.
We ended the half-term with a visit from Team GB’s Daniel
Lewis, who is a triple-jumper. He organised some exciting Yitness
circuits and ran a great assembly explaining what had inspired
him to take up his athletic career. Thanks to the children who
were sponsored: we raised £1345 towards sports equipment in
the school.
Rachel Azra

Inclusion News
As the new half term begins we have been busy making the relevant
referrals to get the support and advice we need to ensure your
children have the best education at Ashmead. This week the
Attendance and Welfare OfYicer will be assisting us with sustaining the excellent attendance the school has
had (above 96%) so far this academic year. If you have any inclusion related questions you can reach me on
dYielding@ashmead.lewisham.sch.uk or alternatively catch me in the playground.
David Fielding

