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19th November 2018

Attendance

Dates for the diary

20th Nov: Y4 Anglo Saxon workshop
20th Nov: Parent-Teacher meetings
3.50 - 7.30pm
21st Nov: Y2 Parents’ Workshop Spelling
23rd Nov: 9am: PTA Winter Fair
planning meeting
27th Nov: Y5/6 Athletics competition
28th Nov: Y1 trip to Unicorn Theatre
29th Nov: Y5 trip to Hindu Temple
30th Nov: Open morning for
prospective new parents
3rd Dec: Y2 trip to St John’s Church
4th Dec: Reception trip to The Albany
6th Dec: Y3 trip to The Chocolate
Museum
Saturday 8th December
Winter Fair: 11am - 2pm
11th Dec: 2.30pm: Y2 Christmas
Production
14th Dec: Christmas Jumper Day in
aid of Save the Children
18th Dec: 2.30pm: Reception Winter
Show
19th Dec: 9am: KS2 Sing-a-long
Christmas break
24th Dec - 4th Jan (inc.)
7th Jan: INSET day
(school closed to children)
8th Jan: Children back to school

There’s been another slight drop in attendance recently so we are hoping to
see this Wigure rise again by next week. Our latest attendance for children from
Reception to Y6 was 95.90%.
Thanks for your support in getting your children in every day.
The latest class attendance Wigures are:
Year 3: 98.28%
Year 4: 97.41%
Year 1A: 96.6%
Year 1E: 96.3%
Year 5: 95.67%
Reception D: 95.66%
Reception R: 95.17%
Year 6L: 95%
Year 6J: 94.66%
Year 2: 94.33%

Big Red Box

Ashmead are proud to be working again with the charity 'Big Red Box'
this Christmas: www.bigredbox.org. Your child will be bringing home a
list of suggested items to donate for their year group’s Big Red Box. It is
important to have a conversation with them about what we are doing
and why; we will also be talking to the children
about the project in assemblies. Please bring any
donated items into school so the goods can be
collated, collected and then distributed to
families living locally who would beneWit. Thanks
for your support!

Packed lunches
Children who do not have a school meal are asked to
bring a healthy packed lunch for their midday meal.
This might contain a sandwich or salad or if you have
a thermos food container you might want to provide
your child with a warm dish like pasta or soup
(unfortunately there are no facilities to heat up food from home).
Other items that are suitable for a school packed lunch are fruit or
vegetables, plain or fruit yogurt or a small cake, biscuit or cereal bar.
Chocolate and sweets are NOT ALLOWED at school. The best drink to
provide is water. Sugary drinks like fruit shoots or any Wizzy drinks
are not suitable for a school packed lunch. Thank you!

Safeguarding

Safeguard - to protect from harm or damage
with an appropriate measure
The leaves are falling thick and fast and covering our
playground faster than we can clear them! Please do be careful when
moving around the school site before and after school. Also please do
supervise your child during these times and remember that areas like
the climbing frame and ‘OPAL area’ are out of bounds before school as
they cannot be adequately supervised. The cage can be used once a
member of staff is on duty there.
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Our current value
We are currently looking at the value of Kindness

News from Nursery and Reception

The last few weeks in EYFS have been very exciting! We have started rehearsing for our winter performance and
are learning lots of new songs. To help with this both Nursery and Reception are having weekly singing sessions,
which we all really enjoy. As part of our whole school focus on Anti-Bullying throughout November, in class we
have been learning about acceptance, kindness, and respect. We are reading a variety of books to support this
and are having some lovely discussions. Reception classes are also having weekly PE sessions (Reception D:
Wednesday/ Reception R: Thursday). On these days please ensure your child is wearing comfortable, loose
clothing. At the moment we are only taking off our shoes and socks as we are working in the hall.
Danielle Sanniti

News from Y1, Y2 and Y3
It was great to see so many of you at the parent-teacher
meetings on Thursday and we look forward to
seeing everybody else tomorrow. Y1 have continued thinking
about seasons with trips to Forest School and sorting the
months into seasons. They’ve also been learning ‘Little Red
Riding Hood’ off by heart and writing parts of the story ready
for mixing up the characters next week for their own fairytales.
In Maths, the children have been working really hard on
addition and subtraction and are beginning to recall the
number bonds/number pairs to 10 - a fundamental maths fact
for Y1. Y2 have been learning about the gunpowder plot and
have written some brilliant poems all about the events and the
modern day celebrations. The class are now very excited to be
starting preparations for their Christmas production. Outside of
their topic work they have been working extremely hard on 2digit addition with exchanging and it’s been amazing to see
their progress. Y3 have continued reading Charlie and the
Chocolate Factory and their writing has been based on extracts
of the book and in art, they have even begun designing their
own chocolate bar wrapper! As part of their Fairtrade topic
they have been naming the countries, capital cities and physical
features of South America.
Emma Dodsworth

News from Y4, Y5 and Y6
What a few weeks it has been in Key Stage
2!
The Year 4 cake sale was a huge success and
the children are very much looking forward
to their Anglo-Saxon workshop which is
taking place on Tuesday.
The Year 5 children have been producing
some fantastic work and some excellent
pieces of writing based on the book
'Running on the Roof of the World.' All of the
children are now learning one new word
every day and it has been amazing to see the
inWluence this has upon their writing.
The children in Year 6 enjoyed a very well
deserved rest this weekend after two
phenomenal performances of Macbeth at
the Albany Theatre. The children worked
tirelessly and most importantly as a team
and produced a play of a truly professional
standard. Next year, both Year 5 and Year 6
will participate in the Shakespeare Schools
Festival.
Andy McPartland

Sports News

Athletics: On Tuesday 22nd November 18 children from Y3&4 took part in the Lewisham Borough Sportshall
Athletics competition, competing alongside ten other schools from the local borough. It was Ashmead’s Wirst time
competing and all children took part in two track and two Wield events. This included events such as hurdles, long
jump and relay. All children involved had a great time and demonstrated great team work and attitudes on the day.
Our next competition will be the Y5&6 Sportshall Athletics on the 27th November.
Football: The Saturday league squad have their Wirst match this Saturday 24th November at Blackheath from
9.45am, all supporters welcome.
Dance: Dancers needed for Lewisham Live Performance @ Catford Broadway Theatre March 2019. This term we
have started a new Dance club, exploring a range of styles including Street dance and Contemporary. I am looking
for dancers in Y4-6 who have a passion for dance and would like to be involved in the dance piece. If you are
interested please see me so I can determine if we have enough numbers to create a larger dance group.
Clubs: What other sport clubs would you like to see at Ashmead? Please let me know if you have any local links
with sporting clubs or if you have any suggestions to improve our club provision.
Rachel Azra

Inclusion News

This week the teaching team have been busy meeting parents to
update you on your children's progress so far. I have met with lots of
parents to share how we are endeavouring to meet children's needs.
It has been really great to share the progress so far this year and how we intend to move forward to help your
children reach their full potential. As always, if you have any inclusion related questions you can reach me on
dWielding@ashmead.lewisham.sch.uk or alternatively catch me in the playground.
David Fielding
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