
 

 

 

Autumn 1 
2018 

Topic :  Vik ings 
Vicious invaders or peaceful settlers? 

Key Experience: Visit from Thor, a Viking expert 
Year group: 5 

Key Places ,  Events  and People :  Key Vocabulary :  Poss ib le  enqui ry ques t ions :  

Scandinavia, Norway, Sweden, Denmark: Vikings arrived from Norway, 
Sweden and Denmark, three countries in Scandinavia 
 
Danelaw: The area of England ruled by the Vikings 
 
Wessex: Anglo Saxon Kingdom of Alfred the Great 
 
York: City captured and then rebuilt by the Vikings, becoming an 
important centre for them 
 
Lindisfarne Monastery: An important early Christian site in Northumbria 
attacked by Viking raiders 
 
Valhalla – Mythical Hall of Odin 
 
Alfred the Great: Anglo Saxon King who negotiated a peace treaty with 
the Vikings 

Nordic/ Norse: The Viking language 
 
Longship: A Viking ship with a sail and oars. Also called 
a dragon-ship 
 
Longhouse: Thatched Viking house  
 
Runes: The name given to the Viking alphabet 
 
Odin (King of the Gods, War and Death), Freyja 
(Goddess of Love and Fertility) and Thor (God of 
Thunder) 
 
Blood-feud: An argument between two families that 
involved fighting or killing 
 
Chieftan; The leader of a village or small group of people 
 
Freeman: A person who is not a slave and free to choose 
who he or she worked for 

Why did the Vikings invade the UK? 
 
How were the Vikings able to rise to 
power? 
 
What were their key religious and 
social beliefs? 
 
What did Alfred the Great achieve? 
 
What was life in a Viking settlement 
like? 
 
What clues exist nowadays to indicate 
Viking settlements in the UK? 
 
What sailing and warrior skills did they 
possess? 

Home Learn ing 
Please encourage your child to read every day.  They can read independently or with you and it would be great if they could fill in 
their Reading Records a minimum of three times a week so that we can keep track of their home reading.  Spellings will be given out 
each Friday and tested the following Friday so please help your child practice at home.  They can also practice their times tables up to 
12 x 12 until they know them off by heart and out of order.   

PE – Wednesday and Friday 
Spelling Test - Friday 


