
 

 

 

Year 2 

 

Summer 2 
What is an ocean? 

• An ocean is a large area of salt water between 
continents.  
 

• Oceans are very big and they join smaller seas 
together. 
 

• There are five of these in the World - the 
Atlantic, Pacific, Indian, Arctic and Southern. 

 
 
 
How are oceans being damaged? 
• Unsustainable fishing: 90% of the world’s 

fisheries are already fully exploited or overfished 
 

• Tourism and development: coastlines have been 
turned into new housing and tourist 
developments.  This intense human presence is 
taking its toll on marine life. 
 

• Shipping: the oceans are huge highways that we 
ship all kinds of goods across.  This heavy traffic 
can leave oil spills, anchor damage, dumping of 
rubbish and oily waste. 
 

• Pollution: pollutants on land eventually make 
their way into the ocean, either deliberately 
dumped (blown off beaches or thrown off boats 
or entering from rivers (sewage, garbage, 
pesticides and plastics). 

What are rainforests? 
• A forest is a large area covered with trees 

and undergrowth and a rainforest is a forest 
with high rainfall. 

 
• Tropical rainforests are forests with tall trees, 

warm climates, and lots of rain.  
 
• Rainforests are found in Africa, Asia, 

Australia, and Central and South America.  

 
• The largest rainforest in the world is the 

Amazon rainforest in South America. 
 

 
How are rainforests being 

damaged? 
• Humans cut down rainforests for timber, 

agriculture, land for farmers, grazing land for 
cattle, pulp for making paper, road 
construction and extraction of minerals and 
energy. 
 

• Plants and animals that used to live in these 
first either die or must find a new forest 

Ques t ions to exp lore… 
Why should we protect the world around us?  

How do plants depend on their environment to grow and stay 
healthy? 

What is conservation? 
 

Key vocabulary 
Sea - a large area of water.  Smaller than an ocean. 
 
R iver - a flow of water that usually ends in a lake or the sea. 
 
St ream - a flow of water. Small than a river. 
 
Creek - a flow of water. Smaller than a stream. 
 
(You can jump over a creek, wade across a stream and swim across a river.) 
 
Coast  - an area where the land meets the sea. 
 
Beach - an often sandy area formed where an ocean, sea or lake meets land. 
 
Cl imate - the weather conditions in an area in general over a long period of 
time.  
 
Envi ronment - the surroundings or conditions in which a person, animal, or 
plant lives or operates. 
 
Pol lu t ion - the introduction of a substance into the environment that has 
harmful or poisonous effects. 


