
 
Key F igures 

 
Abu Bakr I I   

• He was 
an 
African 
Emperor 
of Mali, 
West 
Africa in 
the 14th Century. 

• In 1311, he gave up all power and gold to 
pursue his ambition: to explore whether the 
Atlantic Ocean - like the great River Niger 
that swept through Mali - had another 
'bank'.  

• He took 2000 boats with men, women and 
livestock and, in 1312 landed on the coast 
of Brazil. He discovered The Americas 
nearly 200 years before Christopher 
Columbus. 

 
S i r  Frances Drake 

• He was an 
English sailor 
and 
navigator in 
the 16th 
Century. 

• In 1577 
Drake began his venture aboard his ship, 
the Pelican (also known as the Golden 
Hind), with around 164 men and four extra 
ships 

• In 1580, Drake and his men returned to 
England, after successfully circumnavigating 
the earth, bringing with them all sorts of 
treasures from their travels around the 
world. 

 

 
Year 1  -  Summer 2  
“F ish and Ships” 

 
How do journeys across  the sea 
br ing d iscovery and adventure? 
 
Who has made 
important journeys in 
the past? 
Why do people go on 
journeys? 
How do we f ind our 
way on a journey? 
 

Key exper iences  
 

Fr iday 29 th June – “Pirate day” at Greenwich 
Maritime Museum 

 
 

Key s tor ies  
 
Grandad’s Is land  by B. Davies 
Where the Wi ld Things  Are by M. Sendak 
The Best  Pi rate  by S. Mongredien 
The Snai l  and The Whale  by J. Donaldson 
 
If you have any good stories about 
adventures and journeys across the sea, 
please bring them in to share for story time! 

 
Topic  Glossary 

 
Adventure - an unusual and exciting or daring 
experience. 
Boat - a small vessel for travelling over water, 
propelled by oars, sails, or an engine 
Compass - an instrument containing a magnetized 
pointer, which shows the direction of magnetic north 
and bearings from it. 
Crows Nest  -  a shelter or platform fixed at the 
masthead of a vessel as a place for a lookout to 
stand. 
Discovery -  the action or process of discovering or 
being discovered. 
Hul l  -  the main body of a ship or other vessel, 
including the bottom, sides, and deck but not the 
masts, superstructure, rigging, engines, and other 
fittings. 
Journey -  an act of travelling from one place to 
another. 
Map - a diagrammatic representation of an area of 
land or sea showing physical features, cities, roads, 
etc. 
Mast  - a tall upright post, spar, or other structure 
on a ship or boat, in sailing vessels generally 
carrying a sail or sails. 
P i rate - a person who attacks and robs ships at 
sea. 
Sai l  -  a piece of material extended on a mast to 
catch the wind and propel a boat or ship or other 
vessel. 
Sea -  the expanse of salt water that covers most of 
the earth's surface and surrounds its landmasses. 
Ship -  a large boat for transporting people or goods 
by sea. 
Vesse l  -  a ship or large boat. 
 
Any questions feel free to catch us at the door or 
email us on: 
 mwilson@ashmead.lewisham.sch.uk 
 rbooth@ashmead.lewisham.sch.uk 


